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Dear Current and Alumni Parents:

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Welcome to the first Pioneer Women’s Association newsletter for the 2018-2019
school year. I hope you take a few minutes from your busy schedule to sit back,
relax, and learn about all the wonderful ways PWA enriches student life at
WRA. From the Back-to-School BBQ, which was a resounding success, to the Backto-School Bash, and the magical fairyland that was the Homecoming Dance, PWA
volunteers have already been hard at work this year, and there are many more
fantastic events to come.
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Fall 2018

While PWA’s mission is to enhance the quality of student life at WRA and to
facilitate communication between WRA and the parent community, I can attest
that when you volunteer for this great organization, you get much more in return than you give. I encourage
all parents - moms and dads alike – to sign up for a concessions, dance set-up or clean-up shift, or to help
out at Exam Week Coffee House or more! When you volunteer, you not only have the satisfaction of
knowing you’re providing support to our extremely hard-working students, but you also feel more connected
to your child’s school experience and you may even make some life-long friends along the way. What could
be better than that?!
Please read WRA’s Connections email sent every Monday, all the way to the bottom of the page. You will
find information on our parent organization events and volunteer opportunities, including sign-up links.
Additionally, you can find this same information on the Parent Organization pages of the website’s Parent
Portal or you can email me at pioneerwomen@wra.net should you have any questions about PWA.
Our first PWA general membership meeting of the year, held on Saturday, September 8th, was a great
success and featured a behind-the-scenes tour of newly renovated Seymour Hall with Facilities Manager, Jeff
Jacot. Our second meeting will be held Thursday, November 15th, at 6:00 p.m. and will be a combined PWA
and Mom’s Network social event at One Red Door Restaurant in downtown Hudson. Since many boarding
parents will be in town to pick up children for Thanksgiving Break, this will be a great opportunity for both
day and boarding parents to participate in a PWA meeting while connecting with other parents in a relaxed
social setting. We hope to see you all there!

Many thanks to all the PWA Committee Chairs and volunteers who create such special events and
Past President/Advisor:
opportunities for our students and their families. I am in awe of your talent, dedication, and commitment to
Kim Barsella ‘84
(Megan ‘13, Colin ‘15, Brooke ‘19) enriching the WRA community, and I look forward to a wonderful year ahead.
Warmest regards,
Mary Lohman (Jack ‘20)
PWA President
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Upcoming
PWA General Membership Meetings
November 15th
January 12th
See Page 2 for all upcoming PWA events!

A Message from the
Head of School

Dear Pioneer Women,
I trust you enjoyed Parents Weekend. From all I heard and saw, Parents
Weekend was enjoyable and successful. Once Parents Weekend is over I
feel like the school year is truly under way. At this point, the students have
“settled in” and become familiar with each other.
Now we turn to other events and our next break will be mid-fall, which is
not too far away.
I look forward to continuing to work with you and thank you for all you do
for Western Reserve Academy.
Sincerely,

Christopher D. Burner ’80
Head of School

November 15
November 28
December 14-19
January 12
February 19
March 2
February 9
March 7
April 26
May 16
May 22
May 21-24
May 23
May 24

Important Dates
Combined PWA General Membership Meeting & Moms’ Network Outing;
6:00 pm, One Red Door, downtown Hudson
Toys for Tots Cookie Day; Cookie Drop-off in morning, MAC Concessions
Exam Week Coffee House; 7:30 - 10:30 am, TBA
PWA General Membership Meeting; 9:00 – 11:00 am, Morgan Board Room
Bicknell Bonanza for Students; TBA
PWA General Membership Meeting; 8:30 – 10:30 am, Morgan Board Room
Sadie Hawkins Dance; TBA
Staff Appreciation Breakfast; TBA
Grandparents Day; TBA
PWA General Membership Meeting; 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Morgan Board Room
Send-Off to Summer for Students; TBA
Exam Week Coffee House; 7:30 - 10:30 am, TBA
WRA Prom (Juniors and Seniors and their guests); TBA
Senior Class Family Party; TBA

Events in italics will require parent volunteers. Look in the Weekly Connections for volunteer sign-ups.
If you are interested in joining the PWA General Membership Meetings via teleconferencing, email pioneerwomen@wra.net at least two
days prior to the general meeting. We will email you the instructions to join the meeting. If you plan to come in person, no need to RSVP.
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Diary of a Boarding Parent
Scott and I have now joined the group informally known as “Senior Parents” (does that make us
sound old?) as our Jake and the Class of 2019 begin their final year at WRA. It will be a year of celebration and excitement
mixed with some tears, but also reflection and analysis of Jake’s time as a boarding student at Reserve.
Last year was certainly one of building and change at WRA from facilities to schedules to curriculum. Over Parents
Weekend, Jake took me through the newly renovated Seymour Hall so I could see the beautiful academic building students
and faculty now enjoy. Jake showed me his Latin classroom, and his teacher, Jeff Namiotka, happened to be in there
working. I watched Jake, dressed casually in athletic wear and tennis shoes, propped up comfortably on top of a desk,
chatting away with this teacher he has had every year at WRA. Jake was no longer a little boy in school, but a young man
holding an adult-like conversation with a friend, mentor, and respected teacher who has influenced his life in and out of the
classroom. To Jake and Mr. Namiotka this exchange was no big deal, but I stood there somewhat in awe in realization of this
remarkable transition – a metamorphosis of sorts.
That evening, families attended a fine and performing arts
program featuring musical and dance performances. After
three years of encouragement, Music Director Midge Karam
had convinced Jake, the consummate jock, to sing in the
choir. His sisters now call him Troy Bolton from High School
Musical! It was a fantastic evening showcasing the talent of
WRA students. Our dog, Ormsby, sat on my lap, watching
and listening, especially when he spotted Jake on stage.
Every so often we could decipher Jake’s low voice in song.
At the conclusion of the last song, an astoundingly large and
exuberant smile spread across Jake’s face. He was truly
pleased with what he had accomplished. Never in a million
years did we envision Jake singing on stage in a choir, and
neither did he. He would never have had this experience
were he not at Reserve.

You’d
never get
me to do
that!

One of the most influential literary works in Western culture
is the Roman poet Ovid’s epic, The Metamorphoses, which
is a compilation of various types of transformations
from the creation of the world to the death of
Julius Caesar. Published in 8 A.D., at the end
Ovid declares that with the exception of his poetry, everything, even Rome, must give way to change. In his Chapel address
to parents, Head of School Chris Burner recapped the many changes at WRA and quoted Ovid, “abeunt studia in mores”,
which translates to “practices pursued become habits”. Mr. Namiotka had shared this quote with Mr. Burner, who is also a
Latin teacher and Jake’s advisor. I nodded my head in agreement as Mr. Burner spoke of the habits Reserve students
develop that will stay with them, yet transform them throughout their lives - such as what time they get up and what they
eat, how they study, academic curiosity, how they spend their free time, confidently trying new things, embracing diversity,
and forming relationships with faculty, peers, and others. These are the habits of happy, healthy, successful adults, and my
son is becoming one before my very eyes.
Parents Weekend is an opportunity to
meet faculty and learn what occurs in the
classroom, and while there are many
facets to the WRA experience, the
superior quality of the teachers is what
dictates the superior quality of a Reserve
education. As each of Jake’s teachers
spoke about their particular class, I could
visualize their contribution to the person
my son is becoming. I hope other parents,
especially Senior Parents, are having this
same epiphany with respect to their son
or daughter, as they morph into such
amazing young men and women at WRA.
Danielle Dobiecki (Jake Pendergraft ’19)
Jake with teachers Midge Karam and Jeff Namiotka
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Parent BBQ ushers in new school year
The Back-to-School BBQ was a great way to kick off the new academic year. Even with
the downpour, the evening turned out wonderful. We had a great turn out and it was
fantastic to see new and returning parents. The dining hall catered a wonderful feast
of grilled burgers, chicken, salads and delicious cookies. Some of our dads even
helped with the grilling! Our PWA volunteers greeted new and returning parents and
the dynamic duo of Donnalee and Diccon Ong served wine and beer along with our
many parent volunteers. A special thanks to Mary Lohman, PWA President and
Kimberly Litman-Slotnik, the stand in for her husband Mark ‘87 (current Dads Club
President) for welcoming and introducing the WRA Parent Organizations. Thanks to all
of the volunteers who helped put together this wonderful event.
Kimberly Litman-Slotnik ‘87 (Ben ‘18, Max ‘20)
Mary Lohman (Jack ‘20)
Karla Corl (Maggie '19)

Fall fun for students at Back-to-School Bash
On August 25th the annual Back-to-School Bash took place on the patio of Ellsworth
Hall. Students gathered to enjoy a night of fun music, provided by a DJ from Beach
Boyz Entertainment. The weather cooperated and everyone was able
to play games on the lawn, dance on the patio, enjoy dinner
outside followed by treats such as snow-cones, cotton candy,
and fresh-popped popcorn. The complimentary t-shirts were
a huge hit, along with the glowing hula-hoop contest, and
to top off the night, two rocket cars flew passengers through
town on an invigorating open air ride!

PWA

campus

A Fairytale Homecoming

WRA students enjoyed a spectacular evening on September
29th at Homecoming 2018. The theme was “Once Upon A
Time…” and Ellsworth Hall was decked with fairytale decorations
and beautiful castle scene. Students were served shimmering blue punch from a
fountain and delicious sweet treats. A lively DJ helped them dance the night away and
it was a memorable evening for all!
Kelly Williams (Cassidy '20)
Kimberly Smith (Sarah '17, Hannah '20)
Inga Walker (Catherine ‘22)

Record sales of $2,700 at Used Kilt & Blazer Sale
The PWA Used Kilt and Blazer Sale was, once again, held on Registration Day at the Murdough Athletic
Center (MAC). It was a huge success with record sales that generated over $2,700 for PWA. Thank you to
everyone who donated the gently used clothing, which ranged from Reserve Green blazers and kilts, to
various other apparel. Our sale is successful because of these generous donations. PWA's Karla Corl (Maggie
'19), Val Moffa (Charlie '20), Jen Radel (Graicen '19, Lauren '22) and Laura Richardson (Abigail '19, Ian
'22) organized and staffed the event.
All items of clothing donated for the sale are washed or dry cleaned before they are sold. A huge thank you
to Martinizing Dry Cleaning of Hudson, located in the Acme Plaza, who generously donated their dry
cleaning services for this worthwhile cause.
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Parents of graduating seniors: Please remember to donate any gently used blazers or kilts to the Campus
Store at the end of this school year. Future Pioneers will appreciate it!

COMMITTEE

REPORTS
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2017-18 Year-End Events

The Prom is largely driven by the student Prom Committee (PromCom)
and the PWA Senior Activities Committee stands at the ready to help
execute their plans. PWA volunteers decorated Lake Forest Country
Club inside and out to match a Fire and Ice theme. Following prom,
which is open to Juniors and Seniors and their guests, the kids headed to
After-Prom at Dave and Busters for some serious late-night fun!
The annual Senior Family Dinner was held the night before graduation
at the Country Club of Hudson for Senior, Post-Grads and their guests.
The evening included dining, dancing, and the much-loved lantern
lighting ceremony (despite the rain’s attempts to thwart it)! It was a
great send-off for the Class of 2018 and their families!
Graduation at Reserve isn’t just a two-hour event where you sit
patiently and listen for your child’s name to be called – it is a weekend
affair! There is Senior Family Dinner, Senior Celebration, the Alumni
Induction Brunch and finally the Commencement Ceremony on the
Chapel Lawn. The weekend is the culmination of four years’ of hard
work, great memories, and the
Creation of lifelong friendships.
Congratulations Class of 2018!
2017-18 Senior Activities:
Laura Boniface (Andrew ‘18)
Joni Chapas (Kali ‘18, Eli ’20)
Tamera Procop (London ‘18)
Sailaja Reddy (Nita ‘18,
Karthik ‘21)
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the grand lady at cartwright house
hile certainly everyone on the WRA campus knows of
Cartwright House and the Faculty Gardens, many may not
know the story behind the gardens and the infamous lady who
is responsible for their existence. In fact, the most interesting
item in the garden is something you will probably never see again,
if you have ever seen it at all. Let’s travel back to the fall of
1925. Mr. Harley Holmes was brought to WRA by then Headmaster,
Ralph E. Boothby, to expand the music program. His wife, Helen Hope
Holmes, was an eccentric musician, artist, and lady devoted to beauty and
culture.
Settling in to Cartwright House, Hope began calling it “Villa Fiorita” and decorated the
home in the Renaissance style (later she would go through her Russian and then Greek
periods of décor). In the not only sleepy but staid town of Hudson, she was often seen
walking her two large wolfhounds in the streets wearing red Russian boots with the dogs
sporting red leashes. Even more extravagant, she and her husband purchased a new car,
an Essex, and had it painted by Cleveland decorator Harry Horn to match the tan color of
the top of her wolfhounds’ heads. He painted most of the car tan and darker shades of
brown to match the dogs, adding a violet stripe around the entire vehicle. A fellow artist
friend of Hope then painted flowers on each of the doors. What a sight it must have
been to see Hope driving this car through the streets of Hudson in a matching dress she
had made to match the car with her two Wolfhounds’ beside her!
When Hope decided it was time to bring beauty to the grounds of Cartwright House, she
convinced Jean and Joel Hayden that the creation and donation of a fountain in the
gardens would be a lovely tribute to Mrs. Hayden’s late mother, Elizabeth Smith Petty,
who lived with them at Pierce House. Hope further advanced her mission to create the
gardens by hiring The Reverend Keeney MacDowell, rector of Christ Church Episcopal
and a former landscape architect who had worked with the world-famous Jens Jennson
to design the gardens. She commissioned friend Miriam E. Cramer to sculpt the
fountain.

q
On June 5, 1932 (keep in mind this was during the Great Depression), Hope
hosted a party to end all parties, unveiling the Cartwright House gardens and
fountain. The party included Mr. Holmes’ string quartet playing Debussy, and
young girls from Hudson Country Day School dressed in Greek costumes
dancing throughout the garden. To top off the whole affair, the string quartet
then played “To a Water Lily” as the fountain was unveiled and white doves
were released into the air.
The statue remained on site in the Cartwright House gardens for over sixty-two
years, until one of the greatest campus mysteries occurred. In 1994, as
students and faculty and staff returned to the WRA campus after Spring Break,
the Fountain at Cartwright Gardens had been stolen right off its base and was
gone. No one seemed to have seen anything happen or have any knowledge of
the theft, which is curious considering the size and weight of the statue. Where
could it have been taken and by whom? That mystery still lives on to this day as
the memories of the grand lady that once lived at Cartwright House.
Katie Kagler
(George ‘21)
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PWA Gifts

Looking for a fun holiday gift for that someone special?
Check out PWA merchandise at the www.wra.net/store.
There are fabulous WRA charms, afghans, Tervis tumblers,
and do not forget the new cookbook, Flavors!

The money we raise from sales helps
support our mission of enhancing the
quality of student life at WRA through
events like the Back-to-School Bash,
Homecoming, Dorm Feeds, and Exam
Week Coffee House, to name a few.

PWA General Board Roster 2018-19
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Communications
Past President/Advisor
Alumni Parent
Blazer/Kilt Sale
CCIS
Celebration Cakes
Concessions
Dorm Feeds
Exam Survival Kits
Exam Week Coffee
Hospitality/Events
Mom’s Network
Newsletter
Senior Activities
Staff Appreciation
Student Activities

8

Mary Lohman
Lauren King
Karla Corl
Maura Siegenthaler
Nidaa Darwiche
Lynn Krapf
Nancy Barnes
Martha Bayliss
Kim Barsella
Laura Boniface, Stephanie Zampelli
Karla Corl, Val Moffa, Jennifer Radel
Brooke Rhea, Helen Rhynard
Lynn Krapf
Joni Chapas, Sailaja Reddy, Kathyrn Wiggam,
Gretchen Swasey
Jen Turk
Martha Bayliss, Kat Dempsey
Michelle Stefan
Julia Landry, Kim Wepler
Danielle Dobiecki, Katie Kagler, Alison McKenna
Sucharita Ghosh-Basu, Megan Valentine, Kim Wepler, Kathryn Wiggam
Tina Beskid
Kim Smith, Inga Walker, Kelly Williams

Contact information is available on the Parent Portal under
Parent Organizations - PWA - General Information Tab - Board & Committee Members link.

