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I would like to welcome family and friends to the 2016 graduation ceremony of Western Reserve 
Academy, as well as trustees Timothy Warner ’69, Andrew Midler ’79, Marty Franks ’68 and David 
Hunter ’68, Trustee Emeritus, alumni, our graduation speaker, Vice-Chancellor John McCardell, current 
Western Reserve Academy students and, of course, the senior class. Today we gather to honor, celebrate 
and graduate the senior class at Western Reserve Academy.   
 
Yesterday, at Senior Celebration, I reflected on your achievements, growth and grit. I also explained how 
much the faculty and I have enjoyed working with each and every one of you. 
 
At graduations, particularly in the quickly changing landscape into which you are graduating, speakers 
often reflect on the complexities graduates will encounter. There certainly are complexities out there, in 
college and beyond. But, in my view, each of you, in your own way, is armed with talents, characteristics 
and passions to face and overcome these complexities. And so, at this time I am heartened, my 
confidence in the future builds as I consider a class such as you and your potential. 
 
While we have enjoyed working with you here, you must graduate – you must leave Reserve. As I 
consider this class, I become more excited about looking forward to what you will do after and beyond 
Reserve. You will be a rewarding and interesting class to follow. 
 
I would also like to address the parents today. This is a graduation, of sorts, for you. Some of the parents, 
in fact many of these parents here today, have been involved with Reserve for many years as more than 
one child has attended our school. I would like to thank you for your commitment to Western Reserve 
Academy. Your commitment and support has allowed this senior class to achieve so much and now 
graduate. Recently I heard someone explain that a graduate is supported by a team. I am sure that the 
parents can relate to this approach. 
 
For each student, I would like you to consider, at this time, the team that has supported you, guided you, 
pushed you and allowed you to graduate from Western Reserve Academy. The team includes: parents, 
grandparents, advisor, coaches, friends, teachers, mentors and all of the faculty and staff who have 
interacted with you in so many ways over the years at Reserve. 
 
In a boarding school, such as Reserve, the list is long and some of these influences may not be obvious at 
first. But, there are many here who have helped you. 
 
I would also emphasize to you now that you would not be sitting here today, nor would you have been so 
successful and grown as much as you did at Reserve without this support. 
 
So consider, and take time to thank the team that has led you to this day. And finally, as we begin this 
graduation ceremony, I would also point out that you are distinguished by graduating in an event that 
does not occur very often in Hudson – you are graduating in the year of the cicada. Every 17 years you  
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can reflect back on the cicada and bond with just a few other classes from Western Reserve Academy 
with a similar experience. 
 
Finally, I would like to take a moment to thank and congratulate the most recent graduates of Western 
Reserve Academy. 
 
I know I speak for the faculty when I say how much we have enjoyed working with all of you for at least 
one, four and for even one of you, five years. Collectively we pass our best wishes on to you for 
continued success and happiness in college and beyond. I also look forward to seeing you back on 
campus for future alumni events. 
 
As I conclude, I turn to a quotation given to me by Mr. Namiotka from Cicero’s De Officiis, Book I, for a 
comment that explains, what I consider, a significant part of your education at Western Reserve Academy 
and your graduation: 
 
Cicero explains: 
 
“We ought, therefore, to keep all these things in mind when we inquire into what is proper; but most 
especially we must decide who and what sort of people we wish to be and what kind of life we wish to 
lead; which consideration is the most difficult of all. For it is in going through adolescence that there is 
the greatest weakness of judgment, and it is at that time that each person decides for himself or herself 
that kind of life which he or she will live, based upon what they have fallen in love with the most greatly. 
And so, one is entangled in a certain kind and course of life sooner than one was able to judge what was 
the best.” 
 
Cicero has explained, so well, a comment that I have made to you before.  Stated differently and more 
simply, I believe you establish habits, a direction and passions at this stage of your growth that will 
remain with you and guide you for the rest of your life. I am honored that Western Reserve Academy, 
your classmates, faculty and staff have been part of that development, and in the process, you have 
enriched us as well. 
 
I would request that those in the audience remain seated until all of the graduating class and faculty have 
recessed.  The Class of 2016, along with the faculty and alumni present are to gather at the base of the 
flagpole to sing the alma mater. 
 
With this, I conclude the 2016 Western Reserve Academy graduation ceremony. 
 
Class of 2016 – thank you and congratulations! 
 


