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The Senior Celebration is the beginning of Commencement Weekend. Today, we celebrate 
achievements in the senior class and tomorrow we graduate the entire class. At the outset, I 
would like to say how much I have enjoyed this class. You may not realize it, but the faculty and 
I learn from you as well. We take joy and pride in watching you grow, change and learn – and 
we draw upon your achievements. Throughout the spring I have heard Dr. Borrmann explain his 
deep pride in seniors who had wonderful Compass projects; we enjoy senior recitals, 
performances on the athletic field and the growth that occurs in each class. This is what has 
drawn the faculty to a school such as Western Reserve Academy and fuels our passion each year. 
You have been a rewarding class. 
 
As I consider this class, certain characteristics are clear. These characteristics include talent, 
purpose, consideration of others, certainly passion and, a sense of humor. While we have been 
learning from you, you have made us laugh. 
 
One of the popular terms in education currently is grit. Psychologists and educators are 
considering those characteristics that lead to success – test scores, grades, background and others 
– and they have focused on this term grit. In fact, Angela Duckworth, on the faculty at the 
University of Pennsylvania, has published a popular book entitled Grit. In it she explains: 
 
“One form of perseverance is the daily discipline of trying to do things better than we did 
yesterday. So, after you’ve discovered and developed interest in a particular area, you must 
devote yourself to the sort of focused, full-hearted, challenge-exceeding-skill practice that leads 
to mastery. You must zero in on your weaknesses, and you must do so over and over again, for 
hours a day, week after month after year. To be gritty is to resist complacency. “Whatever it 
takes, I want to improve!” is a refrain of all paragons of grit, no matter their particular interest, 
and no matter how excellent they already are.” 
 
As I consider grit and educators’ efforts to develop it in students, I also believe this class has 
exhibited grit, lots of grit. There is no need to study grit or try to develop it – you have it. 
 
It is evident in your senior speeches. We learned a great deal about your challenges, obstacles, 
lessons and finally growth through your speeches. There were many. 
 
I remember Madison’s bold – and funny – speech. She revealed grit, growth and lessons. 
 
Gracie explaining her early challenges and obstacles and finally through self-assessment, her 
growth and development. 
 
Michael explaining the origins of “Magic Mike” and the challenges of c-squad soccer. 
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Finally Erin, who treated us with her poetry. Four years ago, who would have thought that she 
would be in front of the school on a regular basis reading poetry and making a speech? 
 
There are many stories, victories, challenges and lessons in this class. Too many to relate at this 
time. As a class and individually you have exhibited all those terms and characteristics educators 
are now discussing: passion, perseverance, an interest in helping others, a sense of humor and 
yes, grit. 
 
You may not realize it now, but these qualities will lead to success in your next steps and 
beyond. We turn our attention to you as we celebrate your achievements, and soon your 
graduation. 


