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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
Suzanne Walker Buck

Dear WRA community,

With the start of school upon us, I’d like to say, Happy New Year! Aptly, as I write 
this letter for a magazine, I don’t think I’ve ever been so excited to turn the page.

We will begin the 2021-22 school year with the largest class in Reserve’s history, 
440 students from 28 countries, including Austria, Estonia, Great Britain, Senegal 
and Tanzania. Domestically, we welcome Pioneers from states that in recent 
school history have not been represented, including Texas, Connecticut, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nevada and Puerto Rico. Excitedly, their personalities are as compelling 
and diverse as their geographies.

One teacher recommendation in particular caught my eye: “She is a firecracker...a 
little bundle of positive energy waiting to explode.”

The idea of light and spark is one that permeates this issue and our plans for WRA 
as we move ever closer to our 200th year in 2026. In addition to the everyday 
pursuit of excellence and joy for our students, we have the imperative to consider 
the long game at Reserve through our Strategic Plan. Over the past year, our 
Board of Trustees worked collaboratively and earnestly to create a blueprint 
grounded in our guiding principle, Lux et Veritas, or Light and Truth. The special 
insert you see in this magazine illuminates our direction and beckons your voice.

We are at the beginning of a new year and the start of so much more. Our 
Bicentennial, campus master plan and Strategic Plan will help us blaze paths, 
spark interest and fortify operations in a dynamic school sector. But at the heart 
of all these efforts are our people, as bright and electric as our incoming crop 
of students. Thank you for the legacy you left and all you continue to do for the 
school.

Finally, you will read in this issue about our newly elected co-Presidents of the 
Board, and our outgoing ones, all of whom are deeply committed to Western 
Reserve Academy. We’ll also introduce an exceptional new cadre of faculty and 
staff, the connectors between big ideas and the young people we are privileged to 
guide through transformative years of their lives.

Happy New Year, and happy reading. May your memories and connections to 
Reserve continue to lighten and brighten your lives.

Suzanne
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Gauntlet | Aug. 16: Even masks couldn’t hide our students’ joy at our annual 
Gauntlet, a lively welcome wagon and whole lot of hootin’ and hollerin’ for our 
newest Pioneers.

Outdoor Movie Night | Aug. 22: Even 
in an unconventional year, there was no 
shortage of fun to be had. We hosted many 
outdoor movie nights to give our Pioneers a 
cinematic show under the Hudson night sky.

Cornhole Tournament | Aug. 23: Nothing says Ohio like a cornhole 
tournament! It was dorm vs. dorm in this tense battle for victory, but ultimately 
it was the residents of the Nathan P. Seymour House (a converted dorm for this 
year) who took home the golden corn!

Along Brick Row

Convocation | Aug. 23: The year kicked off with a 
safely distanced and sunshine-filled Convocation on the 
Morgan Hall Fields.

Masquerade | Sept. 19: Masks at a school dance? No 
problem! We turned our annual homecoming dance 
into a masquerade, offering beautifully designed masks 
to make the event even more special.
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Trunk or Treat | Oct. 30: The autumn season was rich in fall 
festivities, including a Halloween costume parade, campus ghost 
walks, pumpkin carving, corn mazes and a Trunk or Treat that 
brought out everyone’s spooky side!

A Child’s Christmas | Nov. 18: Our Fine & Performing Arts 
Department celebrated the winter season with a staged reading 
of Dylan Thomas’ “A Child’s Christmas” and Music of the Season 
performed by The Academy Choir.

Fire and Ice | Jan. 30: We beat back the winter 
blues with Fire and Ice, a winter festival featuring 
fire performers, street hockey, ice sculptures and a 
spectacular fireworks display.

Lunar New Year | Feb. 11: We celebrated a very happy Lunar New Year 
with a special Pierce House party and our annual Lunar New Year Concert.

Easter Egg Hunt | April 3: As spring broke onto campus, 
Pierce House put on a festive Easter egg hunt, featuring Fine & 
Performing Arts Department faculty member Johnny Buck in a 
dashing bunny costume.

Spring Fest | May 1: Pioneers 
had a blast at Spring Fest, bouncing 
from fun activity to fun activity 
under sunny skies.

Color Run | May 2: The Color Run is 
more than a vibrant and splashy race. It 
is a way to raise funds for the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota.
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The 2020-21 athletic year 
could be described as the 

most complicated and interrupted 
season to date (particularly our 
winter season!), but despite 
an ever-changing climate, the 
Pioneer competitive spirit could 
not be beaten! We finished 
tough and hard-won winter and 
spring seasons with outstanding 
achievements, a steadfast 
commitment to hard work and the 
clanging of the Victory Bell. 

At the end of a great year, we 
celebrated five “Prep” All-American 
Wrestlers (the most in one season 
in WRA’s program history), two 
USA Lacrosse All-Americans, the 
addition of our Varsity Esports and 
Varsity Boys Volleyball teams, nine 
graduates committed to continuing 
their athletic careers in college  
and more. 

GO, RESERVE!

Girls Basketball • Most Valuable Player • Kaylynn M. Blackwell ’24

Riflery • Spirit Award • Brooke E. Ashley ’21

ATHLETICS
WINTER 2021

Team records on page 8
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Ice Hockey • Spirit Award • Rocco C. Prolizo ’21

Wrestling • Coach’s Award • David D. Gentile ’21

Boys Swimming & Diving • Coach’s Award • William M. O’Brien ’23 Girls Swimming & Diving • Most Improved Diver  
Rebecca A. Rubiano ’23

Boys Basketball • Most Improved Player 
Landon A. Moore ’22
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ATHLETICS
SPRING 2021

Girls Lacrosse • Most Valuable Player • Isabella L. Palmer ’22

Esports • Most Improved Player • Obafemi O. Osunmakinde ’23

TEAM 
RECORDS:
WINTER SEASON

• Boys Basketball – 6-3

• Girls Basketball – 2-4

• Ice Hockey – 2-2

• Riflery – 87-18

• Swimming & Diving

• Wrestling – 6-2

SPRING SEASON

• Baseball – 5-5

• Esports

•  Boys Lacrosse – 14-4

•  Girls Lacrosse – 2-10

•  Softball – 7-3

• Boys Tennis – 3-7

• Boys Track & Field – 12-20

• Girls Track & Field – 21-14

• Boys Volleyball – 8-9
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Boys Lacrosse • Most Improved Player 
Zachary D. Claiborne ’22

Baseball • Most Improved Player 
Aidan W. McKenna ’21

Boys Volleyball • Coach’s Award 
Carter R. Frato-Sweeney ’22

Softball • Most Valuable Player 
Josephine N. Spano ’22

Boys Track & Field • Carl M. Basnett Award 
Karthik G. Reddy ’21

Tennis • Coach’s Award 
Keshav M. Mody ’22

Girls Track & Field • Carl M. Basnett Award • Mariah L. Davis ’21
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Dining RoomTh
e

Landon Allis ’23, Rachel Ott ’23 
and Carter Frato-Sweeney ’22

Rachel Ott ‘23

Dominic Jocas ’21 and  
Elba Heddesheimer ’23

David King ’22  
and Landon Allis ’23

Elba Heddesheimer ’23, Brooke Ashley ’21,  
Sammie Kolencik ’23, Gunnar Gray ’22 and Keshav Mody ’22

Dominic Jocas ’21,  
Elba Heddesheimer ’23, Alex Newman ’24  
and David King ’22

Sarah London ’22, Carter Frato-Sweeney ’22  
and Gunnar Gray ’22

WINTER PLAY
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Dining Room

Ellie Polyak ’21

Griffin Arnold ’22 and Brooke Ashley ’21

Elba Heddesheimer ’23,  
Sammie Kolencik ’23  
and Gunnar Gray ’22

Alex Newman ’24 and  
Nora Namiotka ’23

Ellie Polyak ‘21, Gunnar Gray ’22 and Keshav Mody ’22 Nora Namiotka ’23 and Griffin Arnold ’22

Sammie Kolencik ’23 and  
Sarah London ’22

Elba Heddesheimer ’23, Rachel Ott ’23  
and Nora Namiotka ’23

Sammie Kolencik ’23
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WORKING
S P R I N G  M U S I C A L

Daniel Li ’22 Phoebe Dix ’23

Kaitlyn Golden ’23 Isa Mester ’22

Griffin Arnold ’22 Chelsea Dodson ’21Aja Topps-Harjo ’21

Ethan Bauck ’22Lucy Li ’23
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Sarah London ’22

Sarah London ’22 and  
Carter Frato-Sweeney ’22

Nora Namiotka ’23

Mahan Sahu ’21 Lauren Dempsey ’21

Griffin Arnold ‘22  
and Jillian Reef ‘21

David Gentile ’21

David Gentile ’21 and  
Broden Windsor ’22

Daniel Li ’22 and  
Rachel Ott ’23

Alex Newman ’24

Bingyi (Aaron) Chen ’23 
and Broden Windsor ’22

Alex Newman ’24, Rachel Ott ’23 
and Sarah London ’22
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Suzannah  
Sanders  

Burdis  ’21

Ryan Favaro ’22, Kaitlyn Kuchar ’22, David King ’22 and 
Gabrielle Hrivnak ’23

Sam Grossman ’23, Chris Yankay ’22,  
Omar White-Evans ’22 and Maggie Dunne ’23

Dilyn 
Penn ’22

Omar White-Evans ’22 and 
Sloane Gittler ’23

Four-Letter Words
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The show must go on. These words were never more true 
than this year! In each of WRA’s four academic modules, 
Director of the WRA Dance Program Katie Velbeck and 

Assistant Director Ali Anzaldi ’13 set out to conclude each 
quarter with a dance performance finale. Though the first 
module successfully put on the live show, “Across the Divide,” 
the second module required a new approach to keep our 
community safe and in good health. Undeterred, Velbeck and 
Anzaldi pivoted from live show to a filmed series, presenting 
“Across the Divide, Act II” as Module 2’s performance. Through 
unplanned breaks in the schedule and adhering to all COVID 
protocols, they and the Module 3 dancers continued the year 
with another filmed performance, “Four-Letter Words.” They 
ended the year in Module 4 with a welcome return to the 
Knight Fine Arts Center stage for the live show, “Four-Letter 
Words, Act II.” Congratulations to our dancers in each of our 
four modules for their tremendous resilience and for a job very 
well done!

David King ’22 and Ellie McGregor ’22 Vanessa Friedmann ’21 and Kaitlyn Kuchar ’22

Chris Yankay ’22  
and Paige Dix ’24

Trinity Refosco ’22

Sloane Gittler ’23, Nana Kyei ’24  
and Kendall Krueger ’24

Rachel Ott ’23

Taylor Strilesky ’24 and Kennedy Schmid ’22

David King ’22 and 
Ryan Favaro ’22

Kaitlyn Kuchar ’22 and  
Gabrielle Hrivnak ’23

Kaitlyn Kuchar ’22
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LOOKING 
BACK,
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LOOKING 
FORWARD

I
t seemed fitting that this June, at the last WRA Board of Trustees meeting over which 
Timothy R. Warner ’69 and Andrew R. Midler ’79 presided as co-Presidents, student 
speaker Zach Hart ’22 made a special appearance. Zach had been invited to talk to 

the Board about his proposal for a philanthropy club at Reserve. Watching him in front of 
the room, dressed in his green blazer and tie, young and composed, one couldn’t help but 
imagine Warner and Midler as the students they once were at Western Reserve Academy. 
It seemed Zach could or would have the same trajectory as these accomplished and 
dedicated leaders who love, and have led, their school. 
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Warner and Midler suggest that their tenure began 
inauspiciously, but most know this revisionist history is a product 
of humility, not accuracy. Warner described an event at the 
school more than a decade ago when he and Midler suddenly 
found themselves the last two attendees, looked up from their 
dinner plates, and received a nod from then Board Chairman 
Peter Hellman to take the reins. Warner turned to Midler and 
simply said, “It’s us.” The adventure began.

Midler added that the co-presidency initially raised eyebrows 
among some. But in a bold and pioneering style typical of these 
two, “We ignored them,” he said. Structurally, the duo brought 
a special complement of strategy and levity, care and candor, 
hard charge and measured pace to the helm of the school. No 
attribute was singular to either leader. Instead they worked back 
and forth with a rhythm that propelled the school through a 
remarkable decade, plus one very unconventional year.

A look back helps to contextualize the trail blazed 
for WRA by Warner and Midler. A quick flip through 

the yearbooks from their graduating classes is a window into the 
duo’s path from there to here. 

Warner’s senior recap is storybook, and his photo is straight 
out of Hollywood. He would eschew this description, but his 
well-roundedness hits one squarely through a litany of honor 
roll appointments, class presidencies, cross country honors and 
even a poetry prize. Years later, his command of verse lent itself 
to the penning of a celebratory rap, performed by Warner and 

new Board co-President Martin D. Franks ’68 as they welcomed 
Suzanne Walker Buck to WRA as the 32nd Head of School.

By the time Midler graduated from Reserve 10 years after 
Warner, descriptions in the yearbook had been traded for casual 
portraits of seniors — so very 1970s. Midler’s photo captures 
him: witty, understated and inventive. Indeed he may have 
been the first WRA student to experiment with some sort of 
Photoshopping: His picture showing him holding a miniature 
version of himself in the palm of his hand. 

The quasi-irreverent descriptions of our leaders in their earlier 
days are offered as a tip of the hat to an often uncelebrated 
feature of their leadership: humor. Warner and Midler navigated 
serious waters during their tenure, none more so than over the 
past year, during the COVID-19 pandemic. But in moments when 
it was appropriate, they levied the levity that endeared them to 
their classmates then and to members of our community now. 

An early summer dinner honoring the duo allowed 
for laughter and looking back. 

“Over 11 years there have been challenges and change,” said 
Warner. “I have been privileged to share this role with Andrew.” 
Warner shared that more than 7,000 emails were exchanged 
between the pair, and it’s no wonder, as there was a lot of work 
being done.

Their 11 years at the helm brought groundbreaking change, from 
literal and figurative standpoints. On the bricks-and-mortar front, 

Ohio-born 
boys who 

succeeded in 
school, through 

their careers 
and personally, 

Warner and 
Midler are 

rooted in their 
service to 

Reserve by  
their humble 
loyalty to it.

WRA
WRA

18    WRA    SUMMER 2021 



Martin D. Franks ’68 and Nathaniel E. 
Leonard ’82 are the new co-Presidents 
of the WRA Board of Trustees, building 

on the contributions of the duo that preceded them 
and feeling bullish about the opportunities ahead for 
their beloved alma mater. 

“I owe Reserve a debt I can never fully repay,” said 
Franks. “I am honored by and grateful for this 
opportunity to chip away at it as Board co-President.”

Leonard added, “Marty and I are fortunate to build 
on the considerable foundation Andrew and Tim 
built during their 11-year co-presidency, and we are 
grateful that they will both remain involved with the 
Board’s work.”

There is plenty of work to be done: the upcoming 
Bicentennial celebration, the implementation of 
the school’s first strategic plan in more than a 
decade, a master facilities plan for campus, and the 
continuation of enrollment and college counseling 
successes that have been achieved with their 
oversight. Most recently on the Board, Franks co-
chaired the school’s Admission and Financial Aid 
Committee with Suzanne Day ’87. Leonard led the 
College Counseling Office with Cecily Maguire ’78. 
Franks and Leonard have served on the Board since 
2011 and 2007 respectively, contributing to the school 
in ways that their Midwestern sensibilities would shy 
away from sharing but can be felt across campus. 

Franks chaired the school’s Campaign for Excellence 
& Access and is an accomplished fundraiser who can’t 
and wouldn’t hide his love for Reserve. At meetings, 
Leonard asks the toughest questions around the 
table, demanding an introspection and level of 
excellence. Both will push the school forward. Franks 
worked in a right-brained discipline, media, as a 
long-tenured executive at CBS. Leonard sits on the 
other side of the brain, at the intersection of testing 
and materials as Group President of pharmaceutical 
development, environmental risk and medical device 
testing divisions at Smithers. But neither is defined by 
a brain’s domain, and their passion and chemistry are 
shared forces.

“I am lucky to have Nat as my co-President, and in 
partnership with Nat, and Suzanne and her team, I 
will do everything I can to advance Reserve during our 
tenure,” said Franks.

With its new leadership, Reserve finds all the drive, 
dedication, precision and purpose that you would 
expect from a Pioneer. Congratulations, Franks and 
Leonard! We enter our next chapter with gratitude 
and energy!

New Board New Board 
LeadershipLeadership
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the school saw beautiful, strategic projects 
through the Campaign for Excellence 
& Access. The spaces that were either 
born of the Campaign or inventively 
reinvigorated are the campus’s most 
popular and arguably most significant 
gathering spots: the Chapel, Seymour 
Hall, the Wang Innovation Center and 
President’s House. 

But Midler says the bigger vision for the 
Campaign was connected to people. 
In the eyes of the co-Presidents, the 
terms “excellence” and “access” in the 
Campaign’s title could have been proxy 
words for “faculty” and “students.” Warner 
and Midler’s paramount goals were to 
continue to support a superior faculty 
and always open Reserve’s doors to the 
best students through a robust financial 
aid program. The co-Presidents regularly 
invited faculty and students to Board 
meetings, and seemed to enjoy nothing 
more than hearing from them.

The establishment of the Wang Innovation 
Center also was electric, but it started with 
the oldest skill in the book of business: 
listening. Together with Franks, who 
chaired the Campaign, Warner and Midler 
enjoyed working with Xuning Wang to 
realize his vision for what the innovation 
center could be. Now it is a model for 
secondary schools and even colleges 
across the country. 

On other curricular fronts, Warner and 
Midler studied and pushed forward the 
end of AP courses at WRA, endorsing an 
inventive and independent approach to 
pedagogy that was before its time and is 
now seeing its day. Favoring a teaching 
approach that was the antithesis of “a 
mile wide and an inch deep,” their bold 
leadership allowed for deeper exploration, 
more classroom collaboration, attention 
to student wellness and the reseeding of 
course offerings that have grown into an 
incredible crop for today’s Pioneers.

Then came COVID, an affront to every 
industry and particularly vexing to schools, 
whose modus operandi was flipped on its 
head. Warner and Midler’s most inventive 
answer to COVID at WRA arguably came 
in the form of a person, Head of School 
Buck, who started here in a year she could 

20    WRA    SUMMER 2021 



We’re delighted to welcome 
our newest Trustees to the 
WRA leadership team.

Meredith Broadbent ’77 is a senior advisor for the Center 
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, 
D.C. Former Chairman for the United States International 
Trade Commission, Broadbent is a force in commerce who 
has made it an ongoing business to stay involved with WRA. 
She previously served on the Board of Visitors for five years 
and was honored with the school’s prestigious Waring Prize 
in 2015. Previous to her current position with CSIS, Broadbent 
was an Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Industry, 
Market Access and Telecommunications. Earlier in her career, 

Broadbent served on the Republican staff of the Committee on Ways and Means of 
the U.S. House of Representatives and drafted and managed major portions of the 
Trade and Development Act of 2000 and the Trade Act of 2022. Broadbent holds 
a B.A. from Middlebury College and her MBA from George Washington University 
School of Business and Public Management. During her years at Reserve, she played 
field hockey, ran track, played tennis, and exercised both sides of the brain with 
academic pursuits ranging from photography and writing to astronomy and math. 

Thomas E. Dunn ’84 is a partner in Cravath, Swaine & Moore 
LLP’s Corporate Department and lives in Connecticut. Deeply 
invested in education, Dunn served as the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Greenwich Academy and was previously 
a member of the Reserve Board of Visitors. A boarder at WRA 
from Erie, Dunn offers insights into the value of a residential 
education that have improved the school’s strategic planning 
effort. He attended the College of William and Mary and 
earned his J.D. at Duke Law School.

Dr. Priya B. Maseelall ’92, MD, FACOG, is a force of 
nature and nurture. A leader in reproductive medicine as 
a partner of Reproductive Gynecology and Infertility, with 
offices across Ohio, Maseelall offers an unmatched mix of 
science and compassion, excellence and humility. A fellow 
of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 
Maseelall also serves as a clinical professor of obstetrics and 
gynecology at Northeast Ohio Medical University and Ohio 
University College of Osteopathic Medicine. She is a Division 
Chief of Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility at Summa 

Health in Akron and Aultman Health in Canton. She received her MD from Boonshoft 
School of Medicine at Wright State University College in Dayton. 

Marcia Prewitt Spiller joins the Board as one of the 
most prominent forces in the independent school sector, 
having chaired the Boards of the National Association of 
Independent Schools (NAIS) and The Enrollment Management 
Association (EMA). In her leadership roles, Spiller has 
propelled Woodward Academy and The Children’s School, 
both in Atlanta, through transformative change and growth.  
She works internationally assisting with accreditation for 
schools in Nicaragua, Colombia, El Salvador and the United 
Arab Emirates. Raised in Cleveland, her affinity for our 

region and our school has been evident through her integral role on the Steering 
Committee of the WRA Strategic Plan. Spiller attended Fisk University and received 
an M.A. in educational administration from Georgia State University.

WRA

never have imagined. Just months prior 
to the pandemic, the two had selected 
the leader who not only could handle 
the upheaval, but also find a way to 
innovate through it and place the school 
in a stronger space on the other side of 
it, earning WRA national recognition for 
tenacity and tenor during the most trying 
of times.

Ohio-born boys who 
succeeded in school, through 

their careers and personally, Warner 
and Midler are rooted in their service 
to Reserve by their humble loyalty to it. 
At the June event, Midler said, “I see our 
Board tenure as not something to be 
lauded, but more as the fulfilling of an 
obligation. Actually all we have done is 
give back to a school that has been so 
formative in our lives.” Warner echoed, 
“It’s a transformative experience and a 
debt you can’t ever repay.”

Their contributions will continue. Buck 
said to Warner and Midler, “We get to lean 
heavily on you in years to come.” Warner 
will lead the planning and execution of 
the school’s Bicentennial, already drafting 
thoughtful missives on imperatives and 
opportunities and beginning to engage a 
diverse collective to plan for this historic 
milestone that most schools never reach. 
Midler will remain engaged as a Trustee 
Emeritus and serve with Warner on the 
WRA Strategic Plan Steering Committee. 
Both will continue their cross-country trips 
to campus (They each reside in California.), 
now numbering in the hundreds since 
they began their co-presidencies. 

At work, legacies can manifest as changes 
to form and improvements to function. 
But not every leader can leave behind a 
feeling. Midler says, “There is a feeling 
on campus, an energy and focus that is 
different.” He’s right, and it’s palpable. 
Some of this feeling comes by virtue of 
“fullness” (Under the duo’s leadership, 
WRA will welcome the largest class in its 
history for the 2021-22 school year.), but 
a good feeling is like a wave one can ride 
with thrill and joy, even in the middle of 
Ohio. What a perfect gift from a couple of 
now-Californians who still think Reserve 
catapulted them.
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On April 19, 2021, Western Reserve Academy 
broke ground on a historic and major 
renovation of its most iconic campus structure, 

the Chapel. As of this writing, the work inside the 
building continues full steam ahead, on track to finish 
early in the school year.

Alongside this project was the renovation of our 
nearly 100-year-old front gate on Chapel Street, 
giving our front door a facelift. The work done here 
was extensive, but very much needed, as the entire 
structure had begun to lean and in years’ time could 
have toppled. Now it’s standing tall and proud, with 
a mix of original and new bricks. It has been moved 
back to its original underground footer, which had, 
over time, shifted nearly a foot behind the gate. The 
wrought iron arches, original lights and historic plaque 
all have been fully restored and returned to their 
proper places. Happily, we can say this entrance is 
now a fitting front door for campus and the perfect 
entry point for Chapel Street and the historic structure 
that sits at the end of the lane.

There was a shared approach to the front gate and 
Chapel renovations, and that approach involved 
unwavering, Olympic levels of attention to detail. 
Director of Facilities Jeremy Paul and Chief Financial 
and Operating Officer Tom Arnold rejected three 

Renovation   
Rejuvenation 

of Our Front Gate and Chapel
Thanks to the tremendous generosity of two anonymous donors,  
two of Western Reserve Academy’s most symbolic structures underwent  
much-needed renovations to restore and preserve them for the next  
great age of this historic institution. 

&
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iterations of front gate brick before finding the proper shade of 
WRA-front-gate red. This level of focus stayed true throughout 
the entire process and was aided by the presence of Dr. Elwin 
Robison from Kent State University’s College of Architecture and 
Environmental Design, who was able to consult throughout the 
renovation.

“One great piece of advice that he gave us was to make sure we 
don’t replicate anything exactly like the original version,” shared 
Arnold. “You don’t want to do that because you want to make sure 
there’s some difference between the new version and the old 
or original. It should be complementary, so that it’s appropriate 
to the time and period, but this way you’ve watermarked it for 
historical and archival purposes.”

The Chapel project is an extensive one. Perhaps the most 
dramatic transformation is the removal of the organ donated to 
the school by the Holtkamps, a WRA legacy family, and installed 
in 1967, now happily returned to its original owners. In its place 
is the reinstallation of a Palladian window on the east wall, first 
installed in the Chapel in 1940, which will be a beautiful and 
luminous addition to the building. This major procedure was done 
precisely — almost surgically — chipping away with hammers 
piece by piece, with care and respect for the antiquity of the 
building.

Anyone who has sat in the Chapel pews will have a memory of 
being in this space, staring forward and paying some level of 
attention to the person or events on stage. Seated there, it’s hard 
to miss the large ornamentation that, for decades, has been 
clearly and proudly displayed on the wall above the swath of 
organ pipes: a large cross, slender and old and rife with rumors 
about its origins.

Some report that this particular cross was carried on either the 
Niña, the Pinta or the Santa Maria. Others have reported that 
it came across the Atlantic with Christopher Columbus on his 
journey to find new land. No, some might say, this was actually 
the cross under which he prayed before he left on his voyage. 
Thanks to our work in the Chapel and our astute Archivist & 
Historian Tom Vince, we now know the truth!

Upon taking the cross off the wall, Paul realized it was not made 
of bronze as originally thought. He commented on this when he 
brought it to Vince for safekeeping. After some digging, Vince 
found a letter dated 1954 from a historian who, at the time, was 
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working with both Western Reserve Academy and the 
Chicago Art Institute. The letter reveals that WRA is the 
owner of a replica of the cross under which Christopher 
Columbus prayed for safe passage, a replica that was 
made for the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair. Only two replicas 
were made, and the other lives at the Chicago Art 
Institute. At some point our cross was obtained by James 
Ellsworth and in 1936 donated by his family to the school.

The cross will not return to its original place at the front 
of the Chapel, but those who walk through the mezzanine 
level won’t be able to miss it in a special, permanent 

The well-known, famously squeaky rows and rows of pews were carefully 
removed and taken to a local carpentry shop to repair any damage and 
refurbish the communal seating so it may last another century or two. Dr. 
Robison, who was recommended by one of the donors, helped determine 
the age of the pews, what had been previously removed over the centuries, 
and, roughly, whether or not they were original to the building. 

The work done in the Chapel has truly been a top-to-bottom endeavor. At 
the very peak of the building, the clock in our tower has been resurrected 
and restored. Finally it will tick away and chime at the new hour, showing 
the correct and same time on all four faces like a proper clock tower should. 

If it sounds as though, when all is said and done, this will be a completely 
changed Chapel, do reconsider! Every change made was done to stay 
true to the look and feel and purpose of this place and, most importantly, 
to continue its life span. It will still be a familiar, welcome sight to all 
graduates who return. The pews, for example, while refurbished and 
re-stained, will maintain their telltale squeak from shifting students 
trying to get comfortable on, admittedly, uncomfortable seats. We 
chose not to upgrade with amenities like air conditioning or even seat 
cushions because the Chapel, austere and old and beautiful, is not 
about leisure. There will still be a shared and fond memory among all 
of Reserve’s graduates of sitting in these seats through many Morning 
Meetings, assemblies, concerts, the occasional stern lecture and proud 
congratulations. And it’s comforting to know that some things will never 
— could never — change.

museum-style installation. This is where you will also find 
the old clock face and Chapel bell that were first installed 
in 1836. Like all museum artifacts, this display will honor 
the rich history of these pieces, so significant to the 
building and a profound part of our school’s identity.

Down the hall and outside the front doors, the brick 
walkway leading to the entrance has been relaid with 
special bricks bearing the names of the members of 
the Classes of 2020 and 2021, a new exercise that will 
continue in future years to welcome classes into the WRA 
alumni ranks. On the interior, the Chapel renovation has 
been thorough. The organ’s absence has made room 
for extended seating in on-stage pews. Above the stage, 
where the Chapel had panels for organ pipes, the walls 
will be returned to the original design.

More changes include cosmetic touch-ups, such as 
new paint, new carpeting and restored light fixtures, 
as well as adjustments to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), such as the addition of a lift 
from the first to second floors and a new ADA-compliant 
bathroom. The flooring on the mezzanine level will be 
refinished, and the flooring on the main level will be kept 
as a subfloor with new flooring laid on top. 
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During the ups and downs of 
COVID-19, while every single door 
around us appeared to be closing, the 

front door of Pierce House remained open. 
Thanks to its inhabitants, the Bucks, there 
was an abundance of activities that made 
Pierce a perpetual place for fun, respite  
and togetherness.

Staying true to their joyful character, the 
Buck family (Head of School Suzanne 
Walker Buck, Fine & Performing Arts 
Department faculty member Johnny Buck 
and Halsey Buck ’24) didn’t let COVID-19 
restrictions stop them from — safely and 
creatively — engaging with their beloved 
Reserve community. 

“It was a joy to welcome members of 
the WRA community into Pierce House 
even during the past challenging year,” 

shared Suzanne and Johnny. “We couldn’t 
entertain on the same scale as in the past, 
but we loved getting creative within a safe, 
happy bubble.”

They constantly pivoted to make coming 
together possible, with extra safeguards  
in place.

“We wore masks, gathered outside and, 
when inside, spread ourselves throughout 
the house,” they shared.

While physical health and safety was top 
priority for Reserve, keen attention also was 
paid to the emotional health and well-being 
of our community. This was fostered by 
Suzanne’s deep commitment to the idea of 
collective effervescence, a concept coined 
by pioneering sociologist Émile Durkheim 
to describe the sense of energy and 

purpose that comes through gathering. The 
events at Pierce House fostered closeness, 
commemorated important and special 
events, and sprinkled joy during the most 
daunting of times.

“We added ping-pong and air-hockey 
tables, which allowed for distanced and 
zealous competition,” said the Bucks. 
“We celebrated a multitude of holidays, 
everything from Canadian Thanksgiving to 
Lunar New Year.”

When travel restrictions and various 
hurdles kept a small cadre of students on 
campus over the holiday break, the Bucks 
and several faculty members captured the 
spirit of in loco parentis with a variety of 
festive events, aiming to lift the spirits of 
these “Holineers.” There were Christmas 
stockings and a holiday brunch on 

Pierce House,  
the Most Popular Place on Campus! 

26    WRA    SUMMER 2021 



Sampling of Events 
Held at Pierce House 
During the 2020-21 
Academic Year
Fall Students of  
Color Dessert Social

Faculty of Color Dinner

Halloween Pumpkin Carving

Trunk or Treat

Canadian Thanksgiving 
Celebration

Holineers Thanksgiving 
Dinner

Christmas Day Dinner

New Year’s Eve Dinner

Lunar New Year Dinner

Field Hockey and Lacrosse 
Team Feeds

Easter Egg Hunt

Baby Goats at Pierce House

Senior Class Picnic 

Birthday Parties 

Christmas Day, and a New Year’s Eve with 
fireside board games, confetti poppers 
and the company of students from around 
the world. 

The Bucks were the happy hosts time  
and again. 

In the fall, the Bucks invited the entire 
Reserve community to carve pumpkins on 
the patio and even offered use of Johnny’s 
art tools. Halloween trunk-or-treaters 
(Decorated cars dotted campus, spilling 
out goodies.) found the Bucks’ candy car, 
featuring chocolate gold coins and the 
Bucks dressed as pirates. They celebrated 
fall with a Canadian Thanksgiving feast 
around the Bucks’ dining room table, 
complete with homemade poutine.

The fun continued into the spring when 

Johnny donned an Easter Bunny costume 
for a backyard Easter egg hunt. And when 
finals approached and students’ stress 
levels peaked, the Bucks brought in friendly 
baby goats as a fuzzy reprieve.

Pierce House also hosted virtual parent and 
alumni meetings for the Admission Office 
and small in-person academic and alumni 
events. And as the school year came to a 
close, Pierce House welcomed the Board of 
Trustees for a special dinner under a white 
tent on the lawn.

As we reflect on the previous year and 
its unique challenges, we are grateful for 
Pierce House, specifically its occupants. If 
Pierce House is a beacon of joy, then the 
Bucks are the sparks that keep its flame lit 
and sparkling.
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The autumn of 1933 was approaching, and Reserve had a 
problem, an enviable problem: too many students. 

Without enough dormitory space for what was then 
described as “amazing enrollment,” Headmaster Dr. Joel 

B. Hayden took the unusual step of renting a nearby house to 
accommodate the overflow.

That house, across the road at 106 Aurora St., was informally 
dubbed “Loomis Cottage” and lodged a half-dozen seniors and 
French teacher Earl K. Carter for at least two school years. By the 
late 1930s, the home had been returned to private hands. 

For 55 of the 85-or-so years that followed, the Sorensens — 
Bettie and husband Richard — owned the home, which sits at 
the southwest corner of Aurora and Oviatt streets. They had no 
formal connection with Western Reserve Academy 
and had no children to send there. But that didn’t 
stop them from falling in love with the school and 
its rich traditions, stunning architecture, beautiful 
campus and lofty educational ideals. As Bettie 
planned her estate (Richard had died in 2010.), there 
was never a doubt where she would bequeath their 
beloved home.

Bettie passed away on Christmas Day 2019 at the 
age of 97, and in May 2021, the home officially 
transferred from her estate to Reserve. 

After a summer spruce-up — interior and exterior 
painting and some minor renovations —  
Sorensen House, as it now will be called, will  
become faculty housing.

“WRA is beyond grateful for the generosity of the Sorensen Family,” 
Head of School Suzanne Walker Buck said. “We are elated to have 
been given this beloved house. Beautifully nestled upon mature 
landscaping, this historic and architecturally significant home will 
be cherished by WRA employee families for many years to come.”

The Federal-style house was built in 1830, just four years after the 
founding of Western Reserve College. Renowned architect Lemuel 
Porter, designer of WRA’s iconic Brick Row, assisted in its design. 

Notable owners/residents of 106 Aurora St. have included George 
Kilbourne, one of Hudson’s first settlers; Edgar Ellsworth, father 
of school benefactor James Ellsworth; and George Sabin, an 1856 
Reserve grad, decorated Civil War colonel and later a respected 
federal judge. 

“Tradition, history and excellence — they were all 
so important to Bettie. And as she looked out her 
front window, she saw all three across the street 
at Reserve,” said attorney Robert Rischitelli ’88, 
who serves as estate trustee. “Bettie would be so 
happy today knowing that Sorensen House will be 
supporting and adding to that tradition, history  
and excellence.”

Bettie Mae Tucker was born July 15, 1922, in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. She attended Averett Junior 
College in Danville, Virginia, and then the College 
of William and Mary in Williamsburg, where she 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in what is now 
called organizational leadership.

Clever and curious, stunning and smart, Bettie 
was a daughter of the South and all its gallantry, Bettie Sorensen

Historic Home Donated to Reserve
‘Sorensen House’ at 106 Aurora St. has unique history with WRA
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From the Archives
Western Reserve Academy’s Archivist & Historian, Tom Vince, had 
more to share about Sorensen House resident George M. Sabin 
(1834-1890), who lived in the house for many years in the mid-19th 
century and whose father was a noted stenciler and artist. George 
went to the Preparatory School at Western Reserve College (now our 
Western Reserve Academy) and finished with the Class of 1852, and 
then enrolled at the old college and graduated with the Class of 1856. 

He was in Wisconsin when the Civil War broke out in 1861 and joined 
the 16th Wisconsin Volunteer Regiment as a private, then rose 
to lieutenant following his experience at the Battle of Shiloh, and 
eventually became a lieutenant colonel of the 5th Wisconsin. At the 
end of the war in 1865, he was named Judge Advocate for the District 
of Vicksburg by order of General Ulysses S. Grant. Sabin was a strong 
proponent of the recently emancipated African Americans that he 
met in his work.

Sabin remained in the military until 1868, when he moved to Nevada 
and resumed the practice of law at Pioche, where he had a law office. 
In 1874 he moved to Eureka and formed a law firm with his friend 
William W. Bishop. He was a commander in the Nevada National 
Guard when it was activated in 1879 during the “Charcoal Burners 
War.” In 1882 he was named a Federal Judge of the Ninth Circuit, 
which met alternately in San Francisco and Carson City, where Sabin 
made his home. 

He became one of the most noted jurists in the West, gaining the 
respect and admiration of many fellow judges. He never forgot where 
he was raised, and wrote many sly and witty letters home to his family 
and to school and college classmate George L. Starr (1833-1920) 
of Hudson. He died in May 1890, and he lay in the Nevada capitol 
rotunda until his burial at a cemetery in Carson City.

Vince collected this information about Sabin while writing an article 
about Sabin’s 1888 letter to Hudson doctor George L. Starr, which was 
published in the Nevada Historical Society Quarterly in spring 1983.

gentility and etiquette. 
Letters were to be 
handwritten, in cursive. 
Polite ladies uttered no 
expletives, with perhaps 
the exception of “hell” 
or “damn.” And time-
honored beliefs and 
institutions — places 
like Western Reserve 
Academy — were to 
be supported and 
celebrated. After all, 
they had stood the test 
of time for a reason.

With a strong desire 
to serve her country, 
Bettie joined the Red 
Cross in 1945 and 
was sent to support 
troops and the humanitarian effort in the days 
immediately after Japan’s surrender in World War II. 

It was in Japan where she met the love of her life, 
Lieutenant Richard Coleman Gyldenlove Sorensen, who was 
serving as a liaison pilot in the Army Air Force. They were 
married in Japan in 1946. 

After living abroad for years for Richard’s work, the 
Sorensens settled in Hudson, at 106 Aurora St., in 1965. In 
the decades that followed, they filled the historic home with 
antiques, artwork, friends and festivities.

“To her friends, her beloved town and the institutions she 
admired, Bettie’s generosity knew no limits,” said Rischitelli. 
“For generations to come, when Hudson residents drive 
by and see ‘Sorensen House’ above the front door of 
this magnificent home, they will be reminded of that 
generosity.”
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On Monday, March 29, The New York Times ran “The 
Boarding-School Boom,” a 2,265-word feature 
documenting the boarding school world during the 

pandemic. The Enrollment Management Association pointed The 
Times in the direction of WRA and other leading boarding schools, 
and Reserve shined.

The Times reporter Ronda Kaysen examined different boarding 
schools’ plans of action and how the unique residential model 
allowed schools to keep doors open and learning accessible in the 
midst of a global health crisis, leading some families to consider 
boarding schools for the first time ever. 

Featured most prominently in the story is Western Reserve 
Academy, Landon Moore ’21 and WRA parent Angie Moore. 

To put this into some perspective, we must address that it is 
increasingly rare for a boarding school to receive news coverage 
from such a major media outlet (or more accurately, positive 
coverage). In our recollection, the last time The Times covered 
a boarding school with positive press was in October 2016 in a 

spotlight about the Midland School in California (but don’t quote 
us on that!). This is all to say that coverage from The Times is 
nothing short of a dream come true and, we hope, opens the 
door for further and well-deserved national attention on this 
wonderful school in Hudson, Ohio.

We will always remember the day the photographer came to 
campus. Ross Mantle joined us from Pittsburgh on an unusually 
sunny day for March in Northeast Ohio. Every spot he visited 
brought buzz and chatter from students, who peered at him 
curiously at first, the obvious question in their eyes: What is the 
Communications Office up to now? 

“Oh, he’s from The New York Times,” was our answer, with  
varying degrees of faked nonchalance. “There’s going to be a  
story on Reserve.”

“WHAT? Wait, WHAT?” was the reply from most, before jumping in 
front of the camera. 

There was a fine-tuned plan in place to make sure Mantle 
visited popular destinations, such as Seymour Hall, the cancer 

Western Reserve Academy 
Catches the Eye of The Times
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immunology lab in Wilson Hall, etc., while still 
having time to follow and take environmental 
portraits of Moore for the story. But how 
could you say no to a last-minute request 
(Thanks for the tip, Dr. Nicholas Kent!) to 
shoot the automotive engineering students’ 
go-kart race? Seeing the photographer climb 
the WRA Stadium hill, camera in hand, and 
listening to students scramble to reset their 
custom-built carts, muttering “Fix your hair!” 
to their classmates, will always be a special 
memory for this team.

It was a fun day for everyone, trumped only 
by the day the story hit the press and the 
Instagram post went up. “WE’RE FAMOUS” 
was the comment from one student, 
enthused about being in the front-page 
photo. It was likely said in jest, but we have  
to say, even for just one day — we felt the 
same way!
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I think it’s very powerful to listen to people,” said Barb Closen, 
sitting in her and Dr. David Chiarella’s shared office in Morgan 
Hall. It was said in answer to a big question about her approach 

to counseling work, and it made her smile as she elaborated.

“So I really think the most important thing, in counseling, is to make 
sure you listen to your clients,” she shared. “I know that sounds 
simple, but it’s actually not at all. You need to meet [students] 
where they are, and we have a tendency to focus more about 
where we think they should be. So you need to do this, you need 
to listen to them and make sure they know that their feelings are 
validated. Because adolescents feel so intensely. They really do. 
Everything feels so intense at that age; their hearts can break, they 
can really hurt, and it’s important to take them and their feelings 
seriously and not minimize their issues.”

It’s no wonder that the name Barb Closen often elicits an effusive 
reaction in our students, often prompting some kind of outcry, 
such as, “Oh, I love her!” When you think about the ebb and flow 
of students’ lives at Reserve — the academic pressures, athletic 
commitments, multiple responsibilities, failures, triumphs and 
occasional relational rainstorms (e.g., a fight with a friend, a tough 
phone call with a parent) — it must be a relief to know that there 
is an entire office on campus designed to lend an ear and provide 
professional support for any obstacle.

Closen’s work as a counselor/clinical social worker spans more than 
25 years. Throughout her tenure at Reserve, she has maintained 

a private practice, which she still keeps today. In 1986 she and 
her husband, Mathematics Department faculty member Brand 
Closen, moved from Lakewood to take positions at Reserve, and 
in 1995 Closen began as a counselor with an initial schedule of 10 
hours a week. Her office was at the top of the stairs in the Chapel 
in the now-cramped closet where we keep sound equipment, 
and her clients were mainly referrals from faculty members and 
administrators. Over the years, her office relocated from the 
Chapel to the Knight Fine Arts Center and finally to Morgan Hall 
inside the Health Center, and an even greater change began to  
take place: Her referral list grew to include students seeking 
counseling independently as her office gained more visibility and 
access increased.

“I’m really grateful for how far we’ve come,” said Closen. “David and 
I both started as part-time counselors, and this year we’re going to 
have two full-time counselors, as well as David on staff.”

Though she and Dr. Chiarella have always worked as part-time 
counselors, it feels untrue to characterize them as so. They have 
both expanded their roles to include the nontraditional hours 
that come with working at a boarding school. They’ve both taken 
midnight phone calls, visited dorms at odd hours for emergency 
sessions and made considerable efforts to accommodate students’ 
hectic schedules.

This kind of shared dedication to students and their well-being 
must be part of the reason Dr. Chiarella and Closen have been, 

“

Farewell  
to Western 
Reserve Academy’s  
Greatest Listener
After more than 25 years of devoted 
service to WRA, Barb Closen 
has retired from our Office of 
Counseling & Psychological Services.
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for years, an understated dream 
team. As part-time counselors, 
they’ve shared one office (and one 
desk) for years, switching ownership 
every other day. They even shared 
a computer for years (until Chief 
Innovation Officer Matt Geber noticed 
and quickly remedied this). Though 
the only day they technically work 
together is on Fridays, they are in 
constant communication with each 
other, requesting student follow-ups if 
needed, bouncing ideas off each other, 
and leaning on one another for advice, 
insight and support.

“We’ve been a great team,” said 
Closen. “I think one of the saddest things about leaving is that I’m 
no longer working with David. I learned so much working with him. 
And we would talk almost every day! We’re very supportive of each 
other, and we consult with each other because, as you can imagine, 
there will be some issues that are easily resolved but others might 
be more complicated and require some professional consulting.”

It’s uncanny to hear Dr. Chiarella speak about his longtime 
colleague and friend, and repeat her words nearly verbatim as he 
reflects on their partnership and collaboration.

“We were so lucky to have Barb,” he said. “She brought so much 
experience dealing with a range of different problems. When I 
think about her value to the school, it’s a given that she is a very 
compassionate, caring person. But even more valuable to me 
was to be able to consult with Barb, professionally. We would talk 
almost every day. It helped keep up the continuity of our office, 
to make sure that she or I would follow up with a student we 
just spoke to, that we would check in on a specific person. Not 
only is she a great counselor, she was an excellent role model for 
students.”

This partnership has been strengthened by their unique offerings 
to WRA’s counseling services. Though they both do direct 
counseling or “talk therapy” with the expected sessions between 
counselor and student, Dr. Chiarella handles any necessary 
academic evaluations that could determine if a student has a 
different learning style that could be impacting their work, leaving 
Closen to take on more of the direct counseling.

“When a student is struggling academically or trying to understand 
themselves academically, Dr. Chiarella will come in to help 
them find solutions,” explained Closen. “I think that’s a really 
important thing to offer our students. They may feel anxious and 
unsure about why they can’t focus, and we’re able to help them 
understand what could be interfering with that focus.”

For many years, the Office of Counseling & Psychological Services 
has had a formal mission statement and department description, 
but when you ask Closen for her personal take, it has heart and 
soul and rings true.

“I think our mission is to be a place where students can find 

whatever they need at that moment,” 
said Closen. “A place where students 
want to go, where they know they can 
share themselves and be heard and 
supported and validated, where they 
feel safe and where they know that 
there is no problem too big or too 
small. I’ve had so many kids come in 
here and think they need to have some 
kind of huge personal catastrophe to 
justify their being here.”

Sitting across from Closen on the 
office sofa, the fabric soft and well 
worn from years of use, it’s not hard 
to imagine what must follow after a 
student makes this admission, the kind 

reassurance, as warm and comforting as a blanket, bearing the 
truth of the office’s mission: You have every right to be here, and I 
want to hear what you have to say.

“I like to ask students what they need, right now, at that moment,” 
shared Closen. “It’s actually amazing how often kids can tell you 
specifically what they need. They need rest, they need a break, they 
need to breathe. And it’s powerful to be able to give that to them. 
If they tell me they need rest, OK, how can I make that happen? 
Because I can give you that, right now. You can rest here and not 
have to think. That can be a really powerful moment.”

Closen’s departure comes on the heels of major change in the 
Office of Counseling & Psychological Services, with a new office 
suite built on the ground floor of Morgan Hall where David and 
new counselor Kristen Olander will sit, with new counselor Becky 
Susany occupying the office downstairs in the Health Center and 
Dr. Lisa Sims continuing to offer counseling services virtually. 
You might wonder if Closen is sorry to miss this next chapter of 
Counseling & Psychological Services at WRA, but she only expresses 
joy at what is ahead and gratitude that mental health and well-
being will be a central pillar to the Reserve Strategic Plan. 

We, in turn, express our own gratitude to Closen, who has left an 
indisputable and indelible mark on this campus and in the hearts 
and minds of her student clients, dorm residents and many friends 
here at the school. In recognition of her service to WRA, Head of 
School Suzanne Buck announced the commission of a portrait of 
Closen at the end-of-year faculty and staff meeting.

“When you think about it, about this place, I’ve worked here, I’ve 
lived here, I’ve raised a family here,” said Closen, an affectionate 
reference to Kyle ’03 and Kelsey ’09. “So for me, Reserve has been 
almost my whole family and community. And I really think that 
being here has made me a better person. I’ve learned so much 
from my students, from their resilience, and because they were so 
willing to share themselves with me. I’ve loved this. Being a dorm 
parent for 14 years, and this year taking care of 14 post-graduate 
boys, listening to what’s going on in their world, nurturing them, 
feeding them. It has certainly kept me young! And of course, living 
at a school, you’re always learning from others and growing more 
compassionate the more you learn. It’s just been a wonderful  
life here.”

“I like to ask students what 
they need, right now, at 

that moment. It’s actually 
amazing how often kids 
can tell you specifically 

what they need. They need 
rest, they need a break, 

they need to breathe. And 
it’s powerful to be able to  

give that to them.”
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In Western Reserve Academy’s Strategic Plan, under one of the 
central beacons involving immersive community and supportive 
relationships, we make a promise to our students and community 

members to prioritize their wellness and safety. This year, we take 
new steps toward this pledge through the expansion and evolution 
of our Office of Counseling & Psychological Services.
Nothing could be more important to Head of School Suzanne Walker Buck. A sociologist 
herself with a degree in clinical social work from Columbia University, she is a student 
of human development,  structure and functioning. The collision of new forces — from 
social media to the aftershocks of the pandemic — has added heavy weight to the already 
formidable job of just being a teenager. Mental health issues have become increasingly 
common, with recent studies indicating that approximately one in five teens between 
the ages of 12 and 18 suffer from at least one diagnosable mental health disorder. The 
challenges often escalate in college.

In a recent article, The Boston Globe reported on the tragic suicides of first-year students 
at Dartmouth College, writing that “more than 60% of people ages 18 to 24 experienced 
anxiety or depression during the pandemic, according to research by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the highest rate of any age group. One in four seriously 
contemplated suicide, also the highest rate of any age group.” 

Health & Wellness Prioritized at WRA

Striving for  
   Top Shape:  
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“The complicated state of the world makes achieving balance and 
peace so hard for teenagers — really, for everyone,” said Buck. 
“For our students and community, our aspiration is joy. Many 
pieces must be in place, including best-in-class psychological 
services and unwavering support. When we created the 
cornerstones of our Strategic Plan, student health and safety 
came first.”

Enter the WRA Counseling & Psychological Services team. 
First hired in 2004, Dr. David Chiarella describes the humble 
beginnings of this office: He and fellow counselor Barb Closen 
were brought in for part-time work, sharing an office, even a desk, 
over the years. Dr. Chiarella and Closen’s initial 10-hour-per-week 
schedules steadily grew, sometimes including the late-night/early 
morning phone call. Most recently, their office grew to include 
counselors Alisa Testa-Finelli and Dr. Lisa Sims, who works full 
time with Kent State University Psychological Services and offers 
virtual sessions to Reserve students. But even as their staff 
grew, their department stayed relatively hidden from view, with 
some uncertainty as to whether the school should promote their 
services. Could it be off-putting for anyone considering the school 
to know that some students needed counseling?

Of course, the reality is that a commitment to students’ well-
being must include a proud and sincere effort to protect, nurture 
and guide their mental wellness and emotional resilience. In Dr. 
Chiarella’s meetings with Buck and Associate Head of School Dr. 

Nicholas Kent, this was a passionate and shared understanding 
among the three, which sparked a fire to enhance access and 
visibility of counseling services at Reserve.

“Why wouldn’t you want parents to know that if your student 
needs anything involving their mental health, their well-being, 
we’ve absolutely got you covered?” asked Dr. Chiarella. “I know 
that not only do Suzanne and Nick wholeheartedly support this 
office and want to promote it, they also want to make it a priority 
for the school.”

WRA’s Office of Counseling & Psychological Services is growing 
from a one-room office in the Health Center to include a suite of 
offices upstairs on the first floor of Morgan Hall. Across the way 
from the Head of School’s office, the large Morgan Hall classroom 
has been reconfigured into two separate offices, a room for 
psychological testing, a conference room and a small waiting 
room. 

“The physical manifestation of our doubling down is the new 
counseling wing and staffing in Morgan Hall, which is where my 
office sits,” said Buck. “This proximity is important to me. There 
is no stigma. There is executive-level presence and support, and I 
want our students to know and see that I care deeply for them.”

As Closen departs for retirement and Testa-Finelli starts a new 
chapter at a new school, the department welcomes Rebecca 

Left to right: Kristen Olander, Dr. David Chiarella, Rebecca (Becky) Susany
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(Becky) Susany and Kristen 
Olander as Reserve’s first full-
time counselors.

“Barb’s and my being part time 
definitely had its challenges,” 
shared Dr. Chiarella. “I can 
tell you that we made sure we 
never had a waiting list. There 
was never a situation where a 
student needed a session and 
we couldn’t get them in. But 
having full-time counselors 
will make this a lot easier, and 
most importantly it’ll increase 
continuity. It could be that I 
would see a student on Monday, 
and then I’d ask Barb to follow 
up with them on Tuesday. On 
Wednesday, I could be doing 
psychological evaluations, so 
then that student might hear 
from Alisa on that day.Talking to 
three separate counselors just 
isn’t as smooth and friendly a 
process as it could be.”

With this momentum,  
Dr. Chiarella is excited about new opportunities for the 
department, such as moving outside of the four walls of their office 
and doing work in the dorms, in the classrooms and more. He 
hopes his team can spend additional time with faculty, with student 
leadership, with mental-health-focused student organizations such 
as Students Who Care, and with their own network of student 
ambassadors, the Student Listeners. These student organizations 
formed from student-driven, grassroots efforts, and they are 
illustrative of how our Pioneers increasingly seek to be involved 
and play a role in encouraging mental wellness.

Susany will focus on individual counseling in the downstairs 
office. Upstairs, Dr. Chiarella will continue to counsel, offer 
psychological testing and supervise Olander, who has just 
completed her master’s in mental health counseling at Suffolk 
University.

Outside of these responsibilities, the department will continue 
to forge and strengthen relationships with other consultants 
and counselors — perhaps one of the best-kept secrets about 
this department and greatest advantages of this school. This 
includes the school’s partnership with Dr. Sims, who collaborated 
with WRA’s Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Office in responding to 
current events that impact marginalized students. She has also 
helped plan activities to make students feel they have a voice as 
well as help them to manage their responses to happenings in 
the world. WRA also works in partnership with Dr. Kathy Altieri, 
a drug and alcohol substance abuse counselor, who will come to 
campus to educate students or offer assessments. It also includes 
Dr. Chiarella’s relationships with local psychiatrists, providing our 
students with almost implausibly fast access should they need it.

“We’ve developed some very good 
relationships with local, board-
certified child and adolescent 
psychiatrists,” said Dr. Chiarella. 
“These days, getting a young 
student in to see a psychiatrist 
could take maybe four to six 
months. I’ve been able to make 
it so we get students in a session 
much quicker.”

Though his quiet humility 
characterizes him, Dr. Chiarella 
admits that you would be hard 
pressed to find another high 
school in the country with a 
counseling department like ours.

“Western Reserve Academy, for 
as long as I’ve been here, has 
chosen a model of counseling and 
psychological services that is quite 
different from most boarding 
schools: We provide therapy to 
students for as long as they need 
those services. If they need six 
sessions, we’ll do six sessions. If 
they need to be seen every week 

for the entire year, then we will provide that service. When you 
compare to other boarding schools, some of our sister schools, 
they might have counselors who will see students for four, five 
or six sessions, maybe even 10 times, but if more is needed, they 
might refer them out. We are committed to seeing students on a 
sustained basis.”

Another unique offering is our comprehensive psychological 
testing, which Dr. Chiarella can provide at no cost to the student’s 
family to determine if there are any specific learning issues or 
disabilities such as ADHD, executive functioning problems, or 
depression or anxiety that could be interfering with the student’s 
focus and productivity. 

All in all, Closen and Dr. Chiarella successfully built an iron-strong 
counseling department that many schools would envy — long 
before mental wellness became an institutional priority and 
part of our Strategic Plan. Now, with leadership support and 
wholehearted approval, it’s exciting to consider where we are 
heading and what we can do. Perhaps we can be the ones to 
answer some of the greatest questions in education today: How 
do we teach today’s students to be emotionally resilient? How do 
we set them up for success, while teaching them to prioritize their 
own physical, psychological, emotional and social well-being?

With an expanded Office of Counseling & Psychological Services, 
full-time counselors and a literal “leveling up” of the department, 
we take strides toward our hopeful goal. At the end of the road, 
we see a safer and healthier campus where every student feels a 
sense of belonging and support.

“For our students 

and community, our 

aspiration is joy. Many 

pieces must be in place, 

including best-in-class 

psychological services 

and unwavering support. 

When we created the 

cornerstones of our 

Strategic Plan, student 

health and safety  

came first.”

— Suzanne Buck
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ELLIOT ZETZER’S 
FAMILY HOME  

The John Muir Trail guide is a keepsake from a trip 
earlier in the summer when Zetzer took on the 211-mile 
John Muir Trail in California’s Sierra Nevada mountain 
range. Zetzer discovered his proclivity for multi-day 
backpacking as a young adult, and he travels on at least one 
extended trip each year. 

Running shoes make the list as Zetzer is an avid runner 
and coaches track & field distance runners. Zetzer plans to 
complete his third marathon this fall in Akron. On his long 
runs, he enjoys exploring the sidewalks and trails around 
Hudson and in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park. 

The sock tie is a nod to Zetzer’s finer stylistic points, which derive from his 
grandmother’s exceptional taste. When he first began teaching in 2012, she 
granted him his first knit sock tie, and now he won’t go without one. 

When teaching or walking through campus, you’ll often find Zetzer with a 
pencil behind his ear. Zetzer’s father works in the construction trade and 
often looks to both ears for a writing utensil before sifting through his 
pockets. When one of Zetzer’s students needs a pencil, he’s at the ready.

Zetzer often relies on a Moleskine to jot down a 
particularly good sentence or question. 

Zetzer received his M.A. from the Middlebury Bread 
Loaf School of English. 

There There is an important 
work in Zetzer’s senior elective 
on contemporary Native American voices, and he 
believes There There is one novel every American 
should encounter. With 12 distinct narrators, the novel 
successfully deconstructs the “single story,” exploring the 
relationship between the individual and the systems that 
make up American society. 

This Edgecomb pottery coffee mug was a gift from his 
grandmother, and it recalls the many visits Zetzer and his 
family made to Maine’s Atlantic coast. When facing a hectic day, 
Zetzer will keep a coffee cup in hand to build natural breaks 
into his busy schedule.

The Miami University Upham Arch tile has a place of honor 
as Zetzer met Nicole as an undergraduate at Miami University. 
In 2013, they joined the 13% of Miami alumni who become 
“Miami mergers,” or married alums (much like our Pioneer Pairs). After 
studying abroad together in Luxembourg, much of their senior year was 
spent studying and passing notes to each other in the campus library. 

An English teacher’s home is always full of books, but 
the children’s books section is a special addition for 
Harper, who is following in her father’s footsteps and 
becoming a burgeoning bookworm. As she approaches 
age 2, Harper loves reading a variety of books — often 
repetitively.  

Welcome into 135 Oviatt St., the 
home of English Department 
faculty member Elliot Zetzer; his 
wife, Nicole; and their daughter, 
Harper. Like so many faculty 
homes, Zetzer’s has a great 
story too. Brick Academy, as it 
was once named, was a girls’ 
seminary built in the mid-19th 
century. The house was moved 
in May 2000 from lower Aurora 
Street, where it had stood next to 
the present First Congregational 
Church since 1847.

Zetzer’s front door faces the 
Knight Fine Arts Center and 
opens into his family room, 
which is covered in large-scale 
postmodern art pieces, all crafted 
by family members. He comes 
from a family of artists; his 
grandparents and his mother are 
artists, and their work adorns the 
walls in a beautiful gallery that 
honors his roots. Zetzer’s home 
is not only full of color, but full 
of life from a happy and growing 
family. (The Zetzers will welcome 
a new baby this December.) And 
of course, as a member of the 
English Department, Zetzer has a 
home full of books!

As you take in the artwork and 
the many books inside the Zetzer 
home, you know immediately 
that he has a wonderful story to 
tell. The short list of items below 
only paints part of the picture. 
Reserve is lucky to have many 
years ahead with Zetzer and his 
family. 
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NEIL MITTAL  
AND CAROL  

PARKER MITTAL’S  
FAMILY HOME 

Carol’s mother loves fabric and makes beautiful 
quilts. It was she who taught Carol to use a thread 
and needle.

If Carol’s mother’s craft is sewing and quilting, then her father’s 
craft is woodworking. Carol has received several beautiful cutting 
boards made from wood her father found on his property.

To round out the family of artists, Carol’s brother is a painter who does large-
scale public art displays and commissions. This graffiti painting was a gift 
from him.

The art supplies are not for show; art is clearly a part of 
Carol’s life, and she works in a range of media and styles. Pen 
and watercolor, printmaking, and book arts are some of her 
favorites.

The fabric scissors and serger machine come in handy in 
Carol’s costume work with the Knight Fine Arts Center theater 
productions. You could say she saw this future coming! In eighth 
grade, Carol completed a career assessment and was told she 
should become a costume designer — clearly a fitting choice!

Every mathematics teacher keeps a library of math books, and 
Neil’s collection includes the books of Mario Livio, Eugenia Cheng 
and Jordan Ellerberg, all who have taken great strides to make 
mathematics accessible to a wider audience. Neil enjoys exploring all the 
ways to reach students by providing context to the mathematics he teaches 
every year. 

The fencing mask and gear are other essential and 
meaningful home items. Neil began fencing in 1987 with 
coach Jean Gerard Poujardieu, and the sport has given 
Neil the opportunity to travel the country and meet a great 
community of coaches and competitors. At WRA he has 
continued to compete and coach students from ages 5 to 65, 
and he is eager to build a more robust WRA fencing team. 

Neil keeps a supply of drawing tools and pens for his 
personal use. He was a studio art major at Trinity University, 
and he keeps a sketchbook and drawing tools with him on 
his travels. He shared: “Drawing allows me to observe and 
process my surroundings and create interesting images. 
My background in art has helped my ability to teach 
mathematics and computer science.”

As you approach the front porch, you’re likely to find the 
other occupants of the Mittal home waiting to greet you at 
the door with curious sniffs and maybe a meow. The Mittals’ 
cats were rescued from the various locations the Mittals have lived. Neil and 
Carol worked with a feral cat rescue coalition in San Antonio and volunteered 
with an animal shelter in Fort Worth, and they are happy to join the local cat 
owners here at WRA. 

Every tea drinker needs a few teapots. Neil is 
partial to a nice cup of Earl Grey, while Carol favors 
English breakfast tea. They also like the black teas 
from India, like Darjeeling and Assam, or a carefully 
crafted Masala chai, rich with spices, milk and sugar.

We are more than lucky to have 
Mathematics Department faculty 
member Neil Mittal and Fine & 
Performing Arts Department 
Chair Carol Parker Mittal join our 
WRA family. They have brought 
intellectual passion, art and an 
abundance of stories to campus, 
and you only need to stop by their 
home at 132 College St. to learn 
more about their diverse interests 
and experiences.

The Mittal home is a place where 
you’re meant to look around, 
take notice of the many items of 
intrigue and discover the meaning 
behind them. It seems that every 
piece has a story: the fountain 
pen that was given to Neil as a 
special birthday gift from Carol 
(It’s his preferred writing tool, you 
know.), the Minolta camera that 
will spark a conversation about 
Neil’s photography passion, the 
Raspberry Pi (not a dessert, but 
a single-board computer) and 
the stunning art pieces, some of 
which have been collected from 
their travels. Their passports 
are stamped with destinations 
like India, Italy and Panama, and 
domestically it seems they have 
traveled all over, making stops 
in Yellowstone, Big Bend and 
the Badlands, and following the 
American Gods Roadtrip, a nod 
to the journey mapped in Neil 
Gaiman’s American Gods.

The list below is only a sampling of 
what you’ll find in the Mittal home.
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What are you most excited about?
I am most excited about returning to 
my high school alma mater and being 
able to help give prospective students 
the opportunity to experience what I did 
and more. This is my way of giving back 
to Reserve.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
Receiving a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology at Boston College is my 
proudest accomplishment. I am a first-
generation college graduate and, as the 
oldest sibling of five, I am glad that I am 
able to represent my family and help 
guide them into a bright future as well.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours. 
One of my many passions is basketball. 
I was not able to compete at the 
collegiate level, but my love for the 

Meet WRA’s Newest Community Members

This summer, 21 new faculty and 
staff members joined the WRA 
community. They filled spots 

in Mathematics, Modern & Classical 
Languages, Social Science, Admission, 
Athletics, External Programs and more. 
All are officially Pioneers, but a few are 
taking this title literally as they start 
positions completely new to Reserve, 
like our very first Frederick Douglass 
Fellow, Iiyannaa Graham-Siphanoum. 

Coming in from destinations like 
Shanghai and sunny Florida, these 
faculty and staff members are WRA’s 
newest residents, and we’re thrilled they 
decided to make WRA their home. In a 
special get-to-know-you questionnaire, 
we asked each person what drew 
them to WRA and found that nearly 
everyone lauded our warm, welcoming 
community and the beautiful city of 
Hudson, Ohio — with Head of School 
Suzanne Walker Buck’s enthusiasm and 
energy coming in at a close second! 

Our questionnaire pooled insights about 
each person, such as their passions and 
proudest professional accomplishments, 
with highlights listed below. Please enjoy 
getting to know our new WRA family 
members, and know how excited we 
are to see what they bring to enrich our 
community.

Welcome 
ABOARD! 

Wajdi Ahemed ’17 
Admission Counselor

Graduate of Boston 
College 

Schaeffer 
Barnhardt 
Director of  
Admission Outreach

Graduate of 
Presbyterian College 
and Wake Forest 
University

game of basketball is immeasurable. 
Whenever I have the opportunity, I try to 
stay involved, whether it is playing ball 
or watching it.

What drew you to Reserve?
The joy and camaraderie at Western 
Reserve is palpable. There are so many 
incredible opportunities for students at 
WRA. I spoke with students who took 
cancer immunology courses while also 
starring in the musical and ringing the 
Victory Bell after a huge lacrosse win — 
that was just amazing to me. 

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
That’s a hard question! Seeing my 
advisees graduate, attend college and 
enter the workforce is an incredible 
feeling. I am so proud of all of the 
students I’ve had the opportunity 
to meet. Personally, my proudest 
accomplishment was obtaining my 
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master’s degree while having my infant 
daughter. It wasn’t easy to balance work, 
school and motherhood, but each is 
equally important to me, and I learned 
and grew so much during those years. 

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours. 
Honestly, helping students to recognize 
their potential. I remember vividly being 
a new boarding school student myself 
and was afforded so many phenomenal 
opportunities. I love helping and seeing 
students try new things and learn 
something new along the way. You 
learn so much from the experiences 
you have during high school, and 
those experiences shape you in ways 
you cannot even see at times. Also — 
spending time with Ranger, our wild 
hound dog; Joan Walden, our equally 
wild three year old; as well as baking, 
movies and needlepoint! 

What are you most excited about?
The opportunity to work with the 
professionals and students at WRA, 
and the opportunity to build a strong 
soccer program with an even stronger 
culture that young ladies are excited 
to be a part of. I’m also very excited 
about learning from all the experienced 
professionals and continuing to grow as 
a leader, coach and administrator.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment? 
I’m very proud of my continuing 
education in the U.S. soccer coaching 
education pathway and having the 
opportunity to take a course to become 
licensed to be a coach educator in U.S. 
Soccer. I’m also proud of earning my 
master’s degree in education. I’m proud 
of my continued support of future and 
current female coaches. I have a goal  
to help more women make coaching 
their full-time profession. I’m always 
very excited when one of my former 

Tara Bowen
Assistant Director of 
Athletics and Girls 
Soccer Coach

Graduate of John 
Carroll University and 
Heidelberg University

Erik Chaput

Social Science 
Department 

Graduate of 
Providence College and 
Syracuse University

Katie Chaput
English Department

Graduate of  
St. Bonaventure 
University and 
Syracuse University

Sean Dwyer
Integrated Studies & 
Design Department/
Health Services

Graduate of Northeastern 
University and University 
of Maryland University 
College

players becomes a coach and finds 
happiness and success in this career. 
All the strong relationships I have built 
with players through coaching are 
definitely some of my top professional 
accomplishments.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours. 
Soccer is definitely a personal passion 
of mine, as well as a professional one, 
so I consider myself very lucky to work 
in it every day. Although, my biggest 
personal passion by far is my family and 
raising my two daughters, Gabrielle (12) 
and Zelda (5).

What drew you to Reserve?
I am honored by the appointment and 
committed to serving WRA with the  
kind of devotion, optimism and love 
that has shaped the school since its 
founding. 

What are you most excited about?
To be honest, I am excited about 
everything at WRA! I can’t wait to engage 
with students in the classroom, help 
them excel on the track and, of course, 
be part of their lives in the great  
Bicknell House. 

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
The publication of my first book on the 
19th century reformer Thomas Wilson 
Dorr in 2013, The People’s Martyr. I 
am currently at work on a new book 
on Frederick Douglass and late 19th 
century American politics. 

What are you most excited about?
I am excited about running new trails 
and roads with the cross country 
team and about getting to know my 
colleagues and working towards shared 
goals. 

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
I had two students this past year who 
were remote all year. I am proud that 
they felt known and included in our 
classroom even though they never got 
to walk through the classroom doors.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours.
My grandmother taught me to make 
strawberry pie with homemade crust, 
and my mom is still on call for baking 
questions. My sons and I make brownies 
for our “dorm boys,” complete with 
whatever the boys throw in. The 
Goldfish mix brownies are a fan favorite. 

What are you most excited about?
I’m excited to empower students with 
skills to create lifelong healthy habits. 

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
I designed and implemented a personal 
fitness course that motivated grade 11 
and 12 students to achieve their diverse 
wellness goals.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours. 
In recent years, I became deeply 
committed to animal rescue in China and 
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worked to build a network to support 
and home stray cats and dogs. I was 
elated when we managed to rescue a 
young male cat who was stranded on a 
platform three stories above the ground.

What are you most excited about?
I am excited about meeting more 
members of the WRA community. I am 
also looking forward to helping grow 
Reserve more and more. I feel it is such 
a unique time here.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
As a member of the Providence College 
basketball staff I assisted in helping 
the team reach five straight NCAA 
tournament appearances — a school 
record!

What are you most excited about?
I am really excited to be a part of the 
school. WRA’s wrestling team and the 
parents are great people. The season is 
going to be fun, and we’re ready to work 
hard. I really look forward to making 
everyone better and putting some guys 
on top of the podium. Most importantly 
I’m excited to get these young men into 
the colleges they have their hearts set on.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
My proudest professional 
accomplishment was taking bronze at 
the European Championships in 2017. 
It’s the highest accomplishment I have 
to date, and I competed really well. 
Taking third place means you fell short 

Raheem Jackson
Assistant Dean of 
Student Life; Senior 
Class Dean; Post-
Graduate Coordinator

Graduate of Amherst 
College and University 
of Pennsylvania

Anna Koester
Assistant Director of 
College Counseling

Graduate of Fordham 
University

Robyn Kosco ’94
Admission Associate

Graduate of  
Hiram College

David Habat
Assistant Director of 
Athletics and Sports 
Performance and 
Varsity Wrestling Coach

Graduate of  
Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania

of your goal early in the tournament 
and reset your mind to battle back for 
third, not an easy task. This is one of the 
biggest life lessons I teach my athletes. 
Everybody wants first place, but not 
everyone can get it. Third place says 
everything about your character and 
fight, and I love seeing my guys strive to 
be their best!

Tell us about a personal passion of 
yours. 
I’ll make this a two-part answer. Part one 
is playing other games/sports. Before 
practice we always play dodgeball, 
knockout, handball, spikeball. It’s a great 
warmup for practice and a great workout 
by itself. It keeps you young, and it gets 
very competitive. It’s a nice twist on 
getting your body ready to go, and rather 
than running by yourself, you’re getting 
everyone involved. Part two is playing 
with my two kids, Kennedy and Maverick. 
They aren’t ready for sports yet, but 
they’re learning! We will roll the ball back 
and forth and run around and just burn 
some energy. For my kids, the whole 
purpose is to just have some fun, nothing 
more, nothing less. 

What drew you to Reserve?
Ms. Suzanne’s infectious energy and 
enthusiasm about building a great faculty 
and awesome experience for her students!

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment? 
Graduating from Amherst. I love that I 
was able to give my mother and aunt that 
moment, and we made a road trip out 
of it. It was Mama and Auntie’s first time 
in the Northeast. It was so special to see 
them have that experience and celebrate 
another of our family’s milestones.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours.
I love cookouts, a good fish-fry and 
all things barbecue. I also really enjoy 
weightlifting!

What are you most excited about?
I’m most excited to meet the students 
this fall! Everyone on campus has been 
so welcoming, and I’m looking forward 
to getting to know the students one on 
one in both the classroom and in their 
college searches.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
Seeing my students receive their 
diplomas has always been the highlight 
of the school year for me. I’m so proud 
to watch the seniors I taught and 
advised walk across the stage and into 
the beginning of their adult lives.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours.
I’m passionate about health and 
wellness; I was recently certified as a 
yoga teacher and love to spend time 
outside on a run, on a walk, hiking or on 
a snowboard.

What drew you to Reserve?
I am an alum from the Class of 1994, so I 
have never been far from Reserve, both 
personally and professionally! I live in Stow 
and have worked at Old Trail School in 
Bath for the past seven years, so my ties to 
the community are strong.

What are you most excited about?
As an alum, I am thrilled to be back at 
my alma mater. I have such a passion 
and love for the Reserve community. It 
is truly a joy to represent the school in 
the Admission Office. I am so excited to 
be sharing the Reserve experience with 

Matthew Garvey
Director of Programs

Graduate of 
Providence College
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my son, Stephen ’24. My youngest son, 
Ryan, is currently in seventh grade at 
Old Trail School and hopes to join his 
brother at WRA in two years. 

Tell us about a personal passion of 
yours. 
I love to bake and spend time with my two 
boys and my husband of 20 years, Brad. 

What drew you to Reserve?
The students’ reputation for kindness 
and enthusiasm drew me to Reserve.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
I am proudest of the work I’ve done with 
the CDC as a STEM Ambassador.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours.
I love crossword puzzles!

What drew you to Reserve?
In a roundabout way, it was my mom 
who guided me to Reserve. I wasn’t 
looking for a new job, but my mom was 
exploring job openings at other schools 
for a colleague in her elementary school 
office when she found the Innovation 
Specialist listing. When I saw it, I could 
not believe what I was reading! It felt like 
it was a description I would have written 
for myself as my ideal job. 

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
I am proud to be the first person in 
my family’s history to earn a four-year 
college degree. My grandmother was 

Kristen Olander
Counselor

Graduate of Suffolk 
University and 
Providence College

Kathleen 
Mahoney
Mathematics 
Department

Graduate of Georgia 
State University and 
University of Georgia

Eric Miller
Integrated Studies & 
Design Department 

Graduate of  
Ohio University

Hamideh 
Mohammadi
Modern & Classical 
Languages, Spanish

Graduate of the 
University of Georgia 
and University of 
Florida

Brenda Petersen
Dean of Faculty

Graduate of 
Northwestern 
University and Johns 
Hopkins University

my inspiration. She earned an associate 
degree and several certifications while 
working her way up through the ranks 
at General Motors. She showed me how 
an education and determination can 
lead to success, and also how to balance 
hard work with a dedication to family.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours.
I get really excited about creative 
projects. One of my most recent 
creations was a rustic porch swing built 
for my brother-in-law and his wife as a 
wedding gift. I am currently working on 
a timber-framed treehouse for our boys. 
I am using timber that I salvaged from 
trees that needed to be cut down on our 
property last year. 

What are you most excited about?
I’m most excited about meeting my new 
students and teaching in the classroom. 
I’d love to put my theoretical experience 
and research background into practice 
and see young minds thrive.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
I hold a PhD in Hispanic linguistics, 
specialization in psycholinguistics, from 
the University of Florida. My dissertation 
focused on psycholinguistics and 
bilingualism, in which I examined the 
effect of age of acquisition and working 
memory capacity in heritage and second 
language sentence processing. I studied 
these effects using psycholinguistic 
behavioral techniques such as eye-
tracking, which tracks eye movements 
while reading. I also have eight years of 
experience in teaching linguistics and 
language courses at college level.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours.
I’m an avid reader. Whenever I have any 
free time, I grab a book (or audiobook) 
and lose myself in a different world 
where I can experience reality (or lack 

thereof) from a completely different 
point of view.

What drew you to Reserve?
The warm and welcoming community as 
well as the beautiful town of Hudson.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
Obtaining my master’s degree in mental 
health counseling amidst a global 
pandemic, while being able to help 
many individuals in the mental health 
field during the challenging time.

Tell us about a personal passion of 
yours. 
I love to cook and try many new recipes, 
particularly from Ina Garten.

What are you most excited about?
I’m excited to be working with talented 
educators to provide the most engaging 
curriculum and instruction for students.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
I’m proud of my work to cultivate 
emotional intelligence skills among 
faculty, students and families for better 
partnerships and positive school culture.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours. 
I meditate regularly and attend week-
long silent retreats annually. Exploring 
mindfulness helps me be a better 
educator, colleague and friend.
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Pat Sweeney 
Assistant Director of 
Programs

Graduate of Kent 
State University

Becky Susany
Counselor

Graduate of Cleveland 
State University, Case 
Western Reserve 
University and 
Ursuline College

What are you most excited about?
I am most excited about what we are 
building here at WRA. The people in 
place, the goals being set athletically 
and academically, and the overall strive 
for greatness is visible at every level.  
I believe that the sky’s the limit for  
this school.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
Professionally, I am proud that I was 
able to make professional basketball 
in Europe a career of mine for many 
years. [Scott played for the Harlem 
Globetrotters.] I am equally proud 
of figuring out that I was capable of 
learning so many different languages. 
I had no idea what I was capable of 
achieving, and I truly discovered a 
different world along with a different 
part of myself while I lived over there. It 
was incredible!

Tell us about a personal passion of 
yours. 
Basketball is something I’ve truly been 
passionate about for my entire life. 
To go on a deeper level, I’ve realized 
that sharing knowledge, building 
relationships and helping others has 
truly become a passion of mine that 
I learned through basketball. I love 
people, and being able to give back 
through coaching and teaching is an 
incredible feeling.

What drew you to Reserve?
I have lived in Hudson for over 15 years 
and, being an educator, had always 

thought that teaching at Reserve 
would be a fantastic opportunity. This 
past year I became a Reserve parent, 
and I am thrilled with the dynamic 
learning environment that permeates 
the campus at Reserve. I know that 
Reserve students have that thirst for 
learning that motivates a teacher so 
much, and I cannot wait to experience 
that intellectual curiosity in my own 
classroom.

Tell us about a personal passion of 
yours.
I have a personal passion for travel 
which, thankfully, has always been 
shared by my husband! We spent our 
honeymoon hiking through Nepal and, 
in the nearly 30 years since then, we 
have taken a number of wonderful trips. 

What are you most excited about?
I am most excited about helping 
students prepare for a mock trial 
competition! I previously have coached 
law students who participated in 
national moot court competitions, 
and I love to see students refine their 
oral communication skills and gain 
confidence in themselves. 

What drew you to Reserve?
I had the opportunity to work at Reserve 
as I was pursuing additional graduate 
education. I was attracted to the deep 
sense of community and family I felt 
from students, faculty and staff, and the 
commitment to helping all students find 
their way during this exciting time in 
their lives.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
I have spent recent years working in 
community mental health, supporting 
individuals and families who’ve 
experienced deep trauma and other 
significant mental health issues. I am 
proud to have done my part in helping 
them heal. 

Elizabeth Shaver
Social Science 
Department

Graduate of 
Vanderbilt University 
and Cornell Law 
School

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours. 
In addition to The MCU, my greatest 
passion is a love of learning. I am 
curious about everything from history 
to astronomy (and all kinds of science), 
to the brain, politics and how TikTok 
algorithms work. My love of learning 
empowered me to challenge myself to 
change and grow, and I am excited to 
continue that exploration!

What are you most excited about?
Reserve has such a rich and long soccer 
history, and I am excited to contribute to 
the legacy by helping institute the first 
residential soccer program, Black Rock 
FC. Also, I’m excited to be able to impact 
our student-athletes both on and off the 
field and help with the college recruiting 
process.

What is your proudest professional 
or educational accomplishment?
Having former players reach the highest 
level, such as making a World Cup or 
Youth World Cup roster, playing for their 
national team and/or making a college 
commitment to further their careers.

Tell us about a personal passion 
of yours.
I love coaching players and teaching or 
helping other coaches regarding the 
game of soccer! I always say to people, 
“If you cut me open, you would find a 
soccer ball inside.” That’s how much I 
love the game.

Joe Scott
The Academic Center/
Student Support

Graduate of  
the University of  
St. Thomas
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In partnership with the WRA Class of ‘71, Reserve is proud to announce the 
commencement of the Frederick Douglass Fellowship. The Fellowship is 
named for the noted African American abolitionist, who spoke at WRA’s 

commencement exercises on campus in 1854. 

“With regards to diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging, we have a long 
way to go between where we are now and where we aspire to be,” said 
Head of School Suzanne Walker Buck. “To fully understand ourselves 
institutionally, we need to honor milestones in our past, but not confuse 
them for the idea that we have always done the right thing. The Frederick 
Douglass Fellowship roots itself in a proud moment for Reserve, and propels 
us to do more, and do better, as we plan for the future.”

Buck and Dr. James Greenwood, Dean of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI), 
conceived the Fellowship as one cornerstone of the DEI program at the 
school, which also includes tenets such as the establishment of the DEI 
office, building partnerships in the school and broader community, and 
supporting student engagement in efforts that center on belonging.

“The Douglass Fellowship is created for an individual with a passion for 
working with young people and a demonstrated commitment to diversity, 
equity, inclusion and social justice,” said Dr. Greenwood. “We want to 
support professionals who are considering careers in education and 
understand the unique benefits of a boarding school environment as a 
thriving, transformational setting.”

The first recipient of the Fellowship, which spans one academic year with the 
possibility of an additional year renewal,  is Iiyannaa Graham-Siphanoum, 
a boarding school alumna herself. Graham-Siphanoum shared her 
enthusiasm for her new role in a short interview. 

What drew you to Reserve?
I was introduced to Reserve by Dr. James Greenwood. I met James during my 
time attending the boarding school Northfield Mount Hermon (NMH), and 
he had a huge impact on my experience and growth as a student. While I 
learned about Reserve through my connection to James, what drew me was 
the student music videos on the school’s website. Reserve seems like a great, 
fun-loving and enthusiastic community with an incredible sense of humor! 

What is your proudest professional or educational 
accomplishment?
One of my proudest educational achievements is being selected for the 
Head of School award at NMH, but more recently, I’m extremely proud to 
now be the first in my family to graduate from college! Professionally, I am 
proud of my work last summer with the Connecticut Commission on Human 
Rights, where I got to manage my own legal cases and clients. 

Tell us about a personal passion of yours.
I am really passionate about traveling and storytelling! I love experiencing 
new places and learning different languages and cultures. Growing up, my 
family couldn’t afford to travel outside of the country, so my first major 
traveling experience was my semester abroad in Madrid, Spain, for my 
junior fall semester. Studying abroad was one of the greatest experiences of 
my life, and I recommend it to anyone who is able. Similarly, I love meeting 
new people and learning about where they come from and listening to their 
stories. At both NMH and in college, I was involved in a special storytelling 
series where people from the community (students, faculty, staff) shared  
parts of their life story. This was one of my favorite projects because 
it created a safe space for intimacy and vulnerability within our larger 
community. Furthermore, it gave everyone an opportunity to see themselves 
in another person’s story regardless of whether they knew each other well 
prior. Hopefully I’ll get the chance to do something similar at WRA! 

Western 
Reserve 
Academy 
Announces  
Frederick 
Douglass 
Fellowship
Meet Iiyannaa  
Graham-Siphanoum, 
Inaugural Recipient
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Teachers are often, deservedly, lauded 
as heroes. Though Patty Campbell, 
ever humble, would surely eschew a 

superhero analogy, she and Clark Kent do 
share one undeniable commonality — a 
career in journalism. If you didn’t know, prior 
to her 39-year teaching career, Campbell 
wrote for The Asheville Citizen-Times, penning 
stories, obituaries, wedding announcements 
and more. But journalism is not the only 
career for someone who loves the written 
word, and she left the paper to pursue 
teaching, starting at Christ School, an all-
male college preparatory boarding school 
near Asheville, North Carolina.

The call from Western Reserve Academy 
came on a spring day in 2000, when several 
members of the administration personally 
placed a conference call to share two faculty 
vacancies, one in the English Department 
and one in the Mathematics Department, 
a perfect match for Campbell and her 
husband, Ray.

The couple could not have visited on a 
better day in Hudson! Campbell recalls 
blue skies, sunshine, a baseball game — an 
idyllic picture of what life could be like at 
Reserve. There were people riding bicycles 
around the neighborhoods, a clock tower 
keeping time in the town square, everything 
lush and green. Even more compelling was 
the sense of community and closeness. 

She remembers Ray turning to her at the 
baseball game, saying, “Can you believe 
this place?” Before long, she, Ray and their 
sons, Brice and Cole ’08, made the move to 
Hudson, Ohio.

Over the years, she found that the feeling 
of family and togetherness held true 
for her whole tenure, since move-in day 
when the dean of faculty and members 
of the maintenance staff appeared in her 
driveway to help unload boxes. Some of 
Campbell’s most cherished memories 
happened outside Ellsworth Hall, standing 
after dinner with the Closens, the Ongs, 
the Warners and others, talking into the 
evening until someone finally noticed the 
late hour.

The way she describes it, life at Reserve 
means being surrounded by family, people 
who care deeply about you, root for you, 
champion your victories and help you 
through any struggles. But what she might 
not realize is how much she has directly 
contributed to this setting through her 
compassion, her quiet but steely devotion 
to her students, and even her highly 
renowned batches of delicious beer bread!

At the end-of-year employee meeting, Fine 
& Performing Arts Department faculty 
member Donalee Ong stood before her 
colleagues to share a beautiful tribute to 
her dear friend.

“I first met Patty 21 years ago when we were 
going through our new faculty orientation 
together,” said Ong. “Throughout the 
past two decades, I have watched her 
nurture and support her students, 
advisees and dorm residents with great 
care and thoughtfulness. In the words 
of her department chair, Todd Gilbert, 
‘Patty cares. To her, things really matter.’ 
... Jeff Warner shared with me that ‘Patty 
is famous for the beer bread that she has 
served to generations of students here, but 
that bread is simply a tasty metaphor for 
the investment that Patty has always made 
in her students. Patty cares deeply about 
the success of her students in and out of 
the classroom, and her care for them — 
combined with her passion for language 
and her craft — has served as a reminder 
for me of what boarding school teaching 
should look like.’”

The first months at Reserve held surprises 
for Campbell, particularly in the classroom. 
She knew about the school’s academic rigor, 
but witnessing students in action was an 
impressive sight.

“When I came to Reserve, I felt like I was 
coming to a small college,” she said. 
“The students arrived in class ready for a 
discussion, and there was this enthusiastic 
intensity that I didn’t expect.” 

In the classroom, and outside the 

Saying Goodbye  
to the Kind,  
Incomparable  
Patty Campbell
To honor 21 years of teaching at WRA, 
Patty Campbell’s portrait will hang on 
campus, keeping a beloved teacher and 
friend always close by. Patty Campbell and son Cole Campbell ’08 snap a quick photo 

at the 2021 Commencement ceremony.
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Below: A lovingly crafted gift from former 
students.

classroom, there is a characteristic that 
Campbell admires above all others: tenacity. 
The tenacious student is a hard worker 
and puts in the effort, and if something 
is preventing them from completing an 
assignment, they are forthright. Campbell 
always told her students to complete what’s 
possible and to make sure they worked with 
her on a plan. Communication was key. 

“They never seemed to believe me at first,” 
she laughed. “But I tried to make sure they 
knew that even if they could only read 10 
out of the 20 pages, I’d much rather have 
them do that than show up the next day 
with nothing accomplished. I wanted to 
know if a student tried their best.”

In the eyes of her students, could 
anything be more heroic? This kind and 
understanding approach cemented a legacy 
of loyalty from her former pupils, many of 
whom are still keen to please and hear from 
her. In fact, not long after the employee 
meeting, Campbell had the honor of serving 
as a reader in the wedding of Jessie Gruden 
’09. Gruden was a student in Campbell’s 
freshman English class, and in the years 
that followed, Gruden proudly carried a 
Campbell quiz with a perfect score, holding 
it close like an academic talisman.

In Ong’s remarks, Gruden was a featured 
voice, happy to share her own memories 
of her beloved teacher: “‘When I think of 

Reserve, I instantly think of Mrs. Campbell! 
She has been like a second mother to me! ... 
While attending England’s Royal School for a 
year, one of my favorite pastimes was going 
to the mailbox to pick up my monthly care 
package from Mrs. Campbell. Even if it was 
just a card, it meant the world to me. She 
has been to every single major milestone in 
my life: college graduation, my white coat 
ceremony, graduating from dental school, 
being there for my fiancé when his father 
tragically passed away, and now this coming 
weekend she will be one of the readers at 
my wedding! She’s kind, generous, smart, 
funny and gives absolutely everything of 
herself to her students.’”

This summer, Campbell moved to her 
newest home on Owen Brown Street, and 
as she was packing up, she came across a 
box of letters, cards and postcards from 
former students. Some were written while 
here at Reserve for class assignments. 
Others arrived later as students moved on 
but never forgot the teacher who stressed 
the importance of learning to write, to know 
how to compose one’s thoughts and to 
clearly communicate. After all, what if one 
wanted to write a letter to a loved one? It 
was a lesson they clearly took to heart.

She acknowledges that finishing her 
teaching career during a pandemic 
is a strange end of the road, having 
volunteered to be an online teacher for our 
affectionately named “Piofars.” During the 
year’s first module, it meant an early start 
at 4:45 a.m. to begin classes promptly at 6 
a.m. But she doesn’t begrudge this finale. In 
fact, she admits that there was quite a lot to 
like about the experience.

“It’s funny, but I think I’m one of the few 
people who loved online teaching,” she 
shared. “I taught freshmen and seniors 
this year, and there was something about 
the focus of the approach; I felt like I could 
easily engage students and they could 
connect with me. I wonder if we might 
consider using online teaching even just for 
tutoring or more one-on-one work. I think 
about the kids who are a little more shy and 
don’t speak up in class. Breakout sessions 
could be a good way to conference with 
them, to help build up their confidence.”

At this year’s Commencement, Campbell 
stood in line with her colleagues, clad in 
their formal robes and stoles, chatting 
happily as they waited for the signal from 
the bagpipers. It would be her last such 
procession through campus, a bittersweet 
and poignant moment for her and for her 
longtime colleagues and friends standing by 
her side.

“This year, Rich Hoffman actually had me 
pause for a quick picture,” said Campbell. 
“You see, you start way at the back of the 
procession when you first start working 
here, and he wanted to show me how 
close to the front I had gotten! You know, 
from the very beginning, I never failed to 
feel the impact of our procession from the 
observatory to graduation. It’s always forced 
me to pause and think about everything, 
what it means to be here and how proud I 
was to be a part of it.”

We will miss you, Patty Campbell. Thank 
you for being a phenomenal teacher, 
colleague, friend, mentor, beer-bread baker 
and nothing short of a superhero to all who 
know you. 
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Western Reserve Academy is full! This year, we are 
welcoming new Pioneers from all over the country and around 
the world, all of them bright, talented and full of potential. 
We look forward to supporting them, cheering for them and 
watching them flourish over their years at Dear Old Reserve.
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440 
TOTAL ENROLLMENT (The largest 
enrollment in school history!)

Hometowns include: 
Amritsar, Bogotá, 
Celje, Madrid, São 
Paulo, Tokyo

28
COUNTRIES  

Most represented states 
(besides Ohio!):  
New York: 15, Illinois: 12 
and California: 8.

26
STATES  

157 
NEW STUDENTS  

78 NINTH GRADERS
110 10TH GRADERS
122 11TH GRADERS

65% BOARDERS 

35% DAY STUDENTS

11 
children from alumni families  
(among the 157 new students)

46% FEMALE 

54% MALE

34% STUDENTS OF COLOR 

45% CAUCASIAN 

21% INTERNATIONAL

49% 
receive need-based financial aid 

(average grant covers 69% of tuition.)

115 12TH GRADERS
16 PGS



in 
the 

JourneyJourney
JOY i
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At Reserve, we know 
the power of a rigorous 
world-class curriculum, 
outstanding faculty, 
experiential learning 
opportunities and the 
pursuit of light and truth. 
Yet, in learning — and in 
life — we believe there’s 
a profound multiplier 
effect: joy. Finding joy in 
the challenge, in a life 
of balance, and, most 
importantly, in the journey. 

Start the application  
process today  
and inquire at  
WRA.net/admission/inquiry.



Helena Souffrant ’21

Carl Zhang ’21 Elizabeth Krapf ’21 Markus Ilver ’21

Jillian Reef ’21

The Class of 2021 has inspired us 
in myriad ways, and this year, we 
profiled five students illustrative of 
the class — an environmentalist, 
athlete, scientist, activist and artist. 
Then, we illustrated their stories, 
working with five artists to create 
portraits of these students’ paths 
through Reserve and forward, 
highlighting their college choices 
and the joy they found on their 
journeys.

The framed posters will hang 
outside the Head of School’s Office 
in Morgan Hall, in the Admission 
Office in President’s House, and in 
the College Counseling Office in the 
John D. Ong Library. Hats off to the 
entire Class of 2021 and the many 
passions they’re pursuing in college 
and beyond! 

YJ OPortraits of Our Graduates
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The 96 members of the Class of 2021 have gained acceptances at 233 different colleges and universities 
in the United States, Canada and abroad. Their schools of intended matriculation are represented below 
in bold print, with multiple matriculants indicated in parentheses.
University of Akron
University of Alberta
Albion College
Allegheny College
American University (3)
Arizona State University
University of Arizona
Babson College
Baldwin Wallace University
Baylor University
Belmont University
Benedictine University
Bentley University
Berry College
Boston College
Boston University
Bowdoin College (2)
Bradley University
Brandeis University
University of  
British Columbia (2)
Brock University
Bryant University
Bryn Mawr College
Bucknell University
University at Buffalo
Butler University
University of Calgary
California College  
of the Arts
University of California-
Berkeley
University of California-
Davis
University of California-
Irvine
University of California- 
Los Angeles
University of California-
Riverside
University of California-
San Diego
University of California-
Santa Cruz
Canisius College
Carleton University
Carnegie Mellon 
University

Case Western Reserve 
University (4)
Centre College
College of Charleston
University of Chicago (2)
University of Cincinnati
Clark Atlanta University
Clark University
Clemson University
Cleveland Institute of Art
Cleveland State University
University of Colorado-
Boulder
University of Colorado-
Denver
Colorado College
Connecticut College
University of Dayton
Denison University
University of Denver
DePaul University
DePauw University
Dickinson College (2)
Drexel University
Duquesne University
Durham University
Earlham College
Eastern Michigan 
University
Elon University
University of Edinburgh
University of Exeter
Emerson College
Florida A&M University
Florida Institute of 
Technology
Florida State University
University of Florida
Fordham University
Franklin & Marshall 
College
Furman University
George Mason University
George Washington 
University
Georgetown University
University of Georgia

Gettysburg College
Goucher College
Grove City College
University of Guelph
Hampton University
University of Hartford
Harvard College
Haverford College
High Point University
Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges
Hofstra University
Holy Cross College/U of 
Notre Dame
Howard University (2)
University of Illinois-
Chicago
U of Illinois-Urbana-
Champaign
Imperial College London
Indiana Institute of 
Technology
Indiana University
Iowa State University
University of Iowa
Ithaca College
James Madison University
John Carroll University
Johns Hopkins  
University (2)
Kalamazoo College
Kent State University
University of Kentucky
Kenyon College
Lafayette College
Lake Erie College
Lake Forest College
Lehigh University
Lewis & Clark College
Long Island University
Louisiana State University
Loyola University-Chicago
Loyola University-New 
Orleans
University of Maine
Manhattan College
Marietta College

University of Mary 
Washington
Marymount Manhattan 
College
University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst
University of 
Massachusetts-Boston
McGill University
University of Melbourne
Mercyhurst University
Miami University
University of Miami
Michigan State University
Michigan Technological 
University
University of Michigan
Milwaukee School of 
Engineering
University of Minnesota
University of Mississippi
Montana State University
Montclair State University
University of Mount 
Union
Morgan State University
Muhlenberg College
Muskegon Community 
College (2)
Muskingum University
University of Nebraska
University of New Haven
College of New Jersey
New York University (3)
U of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill
North Carolina State 
University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Oberlin College
Oglethorpe University
Ohio Northern University
Ohio University
Ohio State University (4)
Ohio Wesleyan University
Olivet Nazarene University
 

Otis College of Art and 
Design
Oxford College
Pace University
Parkland College
Pennsylvania State 
University
University of Pittsburgh
Purdue University
Queen’s University
University of Queensland
Reed College
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute
Rhodes College
University of Richmond
Roanoke College
Robert Morris University
Rochester Institute of 
Technology
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology
Ryerson University
Saint Louis University-
Madrid
Saint Michael’s College
Salve Regina University
University of San Francisco
Sarah Lawrence College
Savannah College of Art 
and Design
School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago
University of Scranton
Sewanee: University of the 
South
Shenandoah University
Simon Fraser University
Skidmore College
Smith College
University of Southern 
California (3)
Southern Methodist 
University
University of St Andrews
St. John’s College
St. Lawrence University
Stanford University

Stetson University
Villanova University
Stevens Institute of 
Technology
University of San Francisco
Swarthmore College
Syracuse University
University of Tampa
Temple University
University of Tennessee
University of Texas-Austin
Tiffin University
University of Toledo
University of Toronto (4)
Transylvania University
Trinity Western University
Union College
University College London
Valparaiso University
Vanderbilt University
University of Vermont
Universidade Vila Velha
Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute
University of Virginia
Wabash College
Washington & Jefferson 
College
Washington U in  
St. Louis (3)
University of Washington
University of Waterloo
Wayne State University
Wesleyan University
Western University
Whitman College
Wilfred Laurier University
Wilkes University
College of William and 
Mary
University of Wisconsin
Wittenberg University
College of Wooster
Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute
Xavier University
York University
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On Sunday, May 30, the Class of 2021 graduated from 
Western Reserve Academy and officially began the next 
chapter of their academic story. This year, we turned 

tradition a little on its head, still holding ceremonies outdoors but 
on the vast green stretch of the Morgan Hall Fields, a place with 
rich memories of soccer matches won and fireworks set off — 
indeed, a perfect place for celebration while keeping in line with 
this year’s safety protocols.

After receiving their white rose boutonnieres and bouquets, the 
Class of 2021 gathered on Chapel Street, chattering excitedly 
and huddling together for last-minute selfies before the formal 
procession, steered by the Akron and District Pipe Band, WRA 
Trustees and faculty.

Head of School Suzanne Walker Buck took the stage to welcome 
all in attendance and commended everyone for their tenacity, 

goodwill and the excellence with which they conducted 
themselves in this unconventional year. 

“The members of the Class of 2021 hold a special place in my 
heart,” said Buck. “We survived this year together, and you are the 
first class I have officially graduated from Reserve.” 

A few of our graduates could not attend the event in person, 
many having learned online during their final year at Reserve.
These graduates were celebrated on large TV screens as they 
watched the live-streamed event from afar.

The Class of 2021 gained acceptances to more than 230 schools 
across 20 states, Washington D.C., Canada, Spain, the United 
Kingdom and Australia. Notably, 66% of the class received 
acceptance to a Top 50 College or University. We are proud to 
share that this class includes two Jack Kent Cooke Scholars, three 
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A Round of Applause  
for the Class of 2021!

Quest Bridge Finalists, one Morehead-Cain finalist, and two four-
year, full-tuition John B. Ervin Scholarship recipients. 

Elected student speaker and Class of 2021 Student Body co-
President Hunter Amos applauded her classmates during her 
time at the podium.

“All those in the audience outfitted in green and white will receive 
their diplomas today not only as a sign that you managed to pass 
the JWE and finesse your way through calc, but also because you 
have committed yourself to an idea and made a successful push 
to get there,” said Amos. 

H. Arthur Bellow Jr. ‘56 Chair and History Department faculty 
member Diccon Ong ‘81 addressed all in attendance and 
reminded the graduates that “life is a gift.”

“You have just one (life), as far as we know, so make the most of 
it,” said Ong. “And remember you and you alone can be the only 
true judge of whether or not the life you have been gifted has 
been well spent. Speaking of gifts, your education at WRA has 
certainly been one of those.”

Then — as they’ve done for more than a decade — Timothy R. 
Warner ‘69 and Andrew R. Midler ‘79, co-Presidents of the Board 
of Trustees, welcomed students to receive their diplomas. 

The awarding of the diplomas was a moving sight made all the 
brighter in the moments when fellow family graduates took the 
stage to personally hand over the diploma and embrace their 
newly graduated Pioneer with pride and joy. 

Congratulations to our newest WRA alumni members. You did it!
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Named for the year of 

the founding of Western 

Reserve Academy, The 
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The 1826 Society
James Ellsworth Associates: 
$50,000+
Anonymous (1)
Mr. Martin D. ’68 & Mrs. Sherry Franks
Mr. Charles J. Jr. ’60 & Mrs. Susan Snyder
Mr. GuangMing Wu & Ms. HongJuan Wang

Head of School Associates:  
$25,000 - $49,999
Mr. Wilbur S. IV ’76 & Mrs. Ann Bailey
Mr. Jacob B. Jr. (d) ’48 & Mrs. Dianne Brown
Mr. Stephan W. ’66 & Mrs. Sunny Cole
Mr. H. Andrew Decker ’72
Ms. Jeannie Donovan Fisher ’76
Mr. Ronald M. ’87 &  

Mrs. Lydia Eppig ’97 Harrington
The Harrington Family Foundation
Mr. Michael A. ’84 &  

Mrs. Ada Fernandez Johnson
Dr. T. Dixon Long ’51
Mr. Ryan & Mrs. Susanne Martin
Mr. Andrew R. ’79 & Mrs. Monique Midler
The Hon. John D. Ong
Mr. William F. ’51 & Mrs. Linda C. Roemer
The Springcreek Foundation
Mr. Yong Wang & Mrs. Meihua Ge
Mr. Hunter N. ’05 &  

Mrs. Katherine Gruman ’06 Wright
Mr. Tom Rastin & Mrs. Karen Wright

Brick Row Associates:  
$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (1)
Mr. Hamilton S. ’69 & Mrs. Beth Amer
Mr. Daniel H. ’65 & Mrs. Pamela Bayly
Mr. Philip R. Jr. ’70 & Mrs. Barbara Berger
Dr. Ray A. Bologna & Dr. Andrea Rodgers
Mr. James D. ’74 & Mrs. Niecy Chambers
Mr. Alan Fuente & Ms. Suzanne Day ’87
Mr. Thomas E. ’84 & Mrs. Julia Dunn
Dr. John L. Dunne & Dr. Jenifer Lloyd
Mr. John M. Fowler ’67 &  

Mrs. Brooke McMurray
Mr. Clifton & Mrs. Melissa Lee ’91 Hull
Mr. Hao Jiang & Ms. Mai Ye 
Dr. YoungJeong Kwon & Mrs. Jiweon Hwang
Ms. Barbara Lincoln & Mr. Tim Murphy
Mr. George & Mrs. Cecily Pryce ’78 Maguire
Mr. Tucker H. ’95 & Dr. Holly Marshall
Mr. Clifton I. Maze ’69
Mr. George F. ’59 & Mrs. Gayle Medill
Dr. Theodore H. Moran ’61

Mr. William D. ’65 & Mrs. Catherine Perez
Mr. Peter D. ’81 & Mrs. Jolene Rebar
Mr. Paul T. ’84 & Mrs. Nicole Schumacher
Mr. Chun Ki Louis So & Ms. Ling Yang
Mr. Mark R. & Mrs. Amy Stark Tercek ’75
Mr. Mark J. ’69 & Mrs. Rosanne Welshimer
Mr. Jeffrey R. ’91 & Mrs. Livnat Wilcox
Mr. Evan B. ’04 &  

Mrs. Jaclyn Beesley ’07 Williams
Mr. Robert L. Wilson ’62
Ms. Kathleen A. Wood ’02 &  

Mr. Kent Gryskiewicz
Mr. & Mrs. David S. Zelman

Chapel Associates:  
$5,000 - $9,999
Mr. Christopher W. ’85 &  

Mrs. Jeannie Battersby
Mr. Peter M. Black (d) ’44
Mrs. Suzanne Walker Buck & Mr. Johnny Buck
Mr. Robert J. Cahall ’37
Mr. Richard A. &  

Mrs. Angela Darling ’86 Carrano
Lt. Gen. (Ret) Daniel W. ’61 &  

Mrs. Susan Christman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Coldiron 
The Coldiron Family
Mr. Bradley Keare & Mrs. Allison L. Cole ’93
Dr. Gregory L. Cooper ’70 &  

Mrs. Barbara Miller
Mr. Fred A. ’85 & Mrs. Misun Cummings
Mr. Thomas A. Daly ’66 &  

Mrs. Marsha K. Brown
Mr. Rege S. &  

Mrs. Alexis Clessuras ’85 Eisaman
Mr. Edward C. ’73 & Mrs. Penelope Emma
Mr. William G. ’60 & Mrs. Jan L. Faust
Mr. Bruce A. Featherstone ’70 &  

Ms. Sabrina Saunders
Mr. Frederick &  

Ms. Dagmar Fleischmann ’75 Fellowes
Dr. Robert P. ’43 & Mrs. Barbara Fornshell
Mr. Philip E. ’00 & Mrs. Christine Franz
Mr. & Mrs. Alax Gittler
Mrs. Elizabeth O. &  

Mr. R. Mark Hamlin Jr. ’74
Mr. Eric & Mrs. Christina Tolerton ’94 Harrell
Mr. Jeffrey B. Heh ’98
Dr. Peter W. ’64 & Mrs. Emily Howard
Ms. Linda Hubbard Gulker
Mr. David M. ’68 & Mrs. Margaret Hunter
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hylant

Mr. Ronald S. ’57 & Mrs. Diane Ihrig
Mr. Jeffrey E. ’89 & Mrs. Sarah L. Johnston
Mr. Jeffrey E. ’85 & Mrs. Lauren King
Mr. Jack P. ’93 & Mrs. Holyn Koch
Mr. Alan M. ’48 & Mrs. Karen Krause
Mr. Richard M. ’70 & Mrs. Jane Lipton
Mr. Robert E. C. ’51 & Mrs. Alice M. Little
Mr. Xinwei Liu & Dr. Li Cui
Mr. Christopher L. Loughridge ’82
Mr. John R. ’67 & Mrs. Gail Male
Mr. Bain L. ’55 & Mrs. Inky Malone
Mr. Stephen Archer & Dr. Priya Maseelall ’92
Mr. Robert S. ’69 & Mrs. Deborah McCulloch
Mr. James H. ’55 & Mrs. Caroline Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. O’Boyle
Dr. Angela M. Park ’87
Prof. Eun-Jae Park & Prof. Mi-Young Kim
Mr. Robert A. ’56 & Mrs. Nancy Paul
Mr. Benjamin W. ’60 & Mrs. Sally Perks
Mr. & Mrs. John Quagliata
Mr. Michael O. ’05 & Mrs. Holli Russell
Mr. Richard M. ’78 & Mrs. Kate Sands
Mr. B. L. Schumacher ’70
Mr. John F. ’74 & Mrs. Katherine Schumacher
Mr. Thomas F. Seligson ’69 &  

Ms. Tracy Markowski
Dr. Martin L. ’55 & Mrs. Ruth Silbiger
Dr. George T. Spencer-Green ’65
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Strah
Mr. Philip R. ’50 & Mrs. Rachel Thornton
Mr. John H. ’49 & Mrs. Carol Timmis
Dr. & Mrs. H. Reid Wagstaff
Mr. Herbert A. ’59 & Mrs. Jody Wainer
Mr. Timothy R. ’69 & Mrs. Clare Warner
Mr. James K. ’83 & Mrs. Kelley Wolf
Mr. Jason M. ’94 &  

Mrs. Ariel Knowles Wortendyke
Ms. Mary C. Wutz ’02
Dr. Anthony J. ’73 &  

Mrs. Diane Wynshaw-Boris
Mr. Jian Xu & Ms. Xiao Wei Xi
Mr. William H. Jr. ’56 & Mrs. Ellen Yeckley

Reserve Associates:  
$1,826 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)
Mr. Richard M. Adam ’57
Dr. Kevin C. ’71 & Mrs. Lisa Aiken
Dr. John D. Andrews ’67 &  

Ms. Nancy Winston
Mr. Thomas P. & Mrs. Tracie Arnold
Dr. K. Frank ’46 & Mrs. Joycelyn Austen
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DONORS

The 1826 Society
Mr. Clemont R. III ’64 & Mrs. Penelope Austin
Mr. Byron I. ’65 & Mrs. Gail Barlow
Mr. Roger M. ’70 & Mrs. Dee Dee Bean
Mr. Michael J. ’74 & Mrs. Libby Bernay
Ms. Donna Block 
Dr. Charles W. Bower ’84
Ms. Meredith Broadbent ’77
Mr. George S. II ’69 & Mrs. Katherine Brooks
Mr. R. Bradford III ’73 & Mrs. Mary Burnham
Mr. Jeffrey A. ’80 & Mrs. Susan Busch
Mr. Frank L. Buttitta ’76
Mr. C. Holbrook ’47 &  

Mrs. Cynthia Cleminshaw
Mr. James G. ’88 & Mrs. Heather Clessuras
Mr. Michael M. Curtiss ’98
Mr. Cyrus E. ’87 & Mrs. Farah Daftary
William T. ’68 & Cynthia Daugherty
Mr. Eric & Mrs. Kelly Selman ’91 Davidson
Mr. G. Garrett II ’65 & Mrs. Trisha Davis
Mr. Nicholas H. ’55 & Mrs. Rochelle Derrough
Miss Katherine M. Elkind ’18
Mr. William K. ’76 & Mrs. Susan Emery
Mr. Warren W. III ’80 & Mrs. Diane Farr
Mr. Douglas E. Featherstone ’73
Mr. W. Wendell ’64 & Mrs. Susan Fletcher
Mr. David Lively & Ms. Elizabeth Gillette ’87
Dr. Hayes B. Gladstone ’79
Mr. Christopher R. ’03 & Mrs. Elizabeth Good
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A. Gotthardt
Mr. Henry E. III ’65 & Mrs. Jean Haller
Mr. Charles M. Hammel (d) ’65
The Hon. Holsey Gates Handyside (d) ’45
Mr. A. Bruce ’67 & Mrs. Terry Harrison
Mr. & Mrs. Mark J. Hart
Mr. Stephen J. ’58 & Mrs. Carole Hasbrouck
Mr. Peter S. ’68 & Mrs. Alyson Hellman
Mr. Andrew W. Hlavin ’02
Mr. Timothy Hlavin ’04 &  

Mrs. Kate Harrington
Dr. Jongcheol Hong & Mrs. Sojeong Kim
Dr. Keith A. & Mrs. Kathleen M. Hoover
Mr. William F. ’88 & Mrs. Paige Hoover
Mr. Timothy C. ’98 & Mrs. Kelly Hopkins
Mr. W. P. Reed ’85 & Mrs. Sally Howlett
Mr. Walter A. Hoyt III ’64
Hudson Community Foundation

Mr. Theodore J. ’87 &  
Mrs. Stephanie Humphrey

ICF Foundation
Mr. George A. III ’71 & Mrs. Shari Isaac
Mr. Lynn A. ’73 & Mrs. Dee Isaac
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory A. Jacot
Mr. Christopher Johnson ’80
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Kahrl
Mr. James M. ’62 & Mrs. Margaret Kaufman
Dr. Jongkhun Kim & Prof. Hyunju Cho
Ms. Kerry Kirk ’94
Mr. Jeffrey S. ’87 & Mrs. Shari Klein
Dr. Paul E. ’68 & Dr. Mary Klotman
Mr. Edward R. Jr. ’86 & Mrs. Jennifer Kuchar
The Laub Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Bo Sang Lee
Mr. Wootaek Lee & Mrs. Jaenam Seo
Mr. Nathaniel E. ’82 & Mrs. Elizabeth Leonard
Mr. George C. ’51 & Mrs. Ann Limbach
Mr. Jeffrey Lin ’93 & Mrs. Jillian Salyer
Mr. William &  

Mrs. Elizabeth Jennings ’86 Lockwood
Dr. Philip K. ’50 & Mrs. Sharon MacBride
Mr. Ian D. ’90 & Mrs. Teri Macduff
Ms. Leah M. Maher ’78
Mr. Paul A. &  

Ms. Anne Cacioppo ’75 Manganaro
Mr. & Mrs. John McConnell
Mr. Kevin S. ’67 & Mrs. Pamela McKean
Mr. Douglas R. McKissack ’78
Mr. Jeffrey &  

Mrs. Elizabeth Davey Mellinger ’75
Mr. Thorley C. Jr. ’61 & Mrs. Suzanne Mills
Miss Meredith Dorson Mitchell ’87
Mr. J. Lincoln ’53 & Mrs. Joyce Morris
Dr. Richard W. ’68 & Mrs. Cynthia Nagle
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Newman
Ms. Katie Ong ’83
Mr. Juman Park & Mrs. Heejung Choi
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Pratt
Mr. John S. Jr. ’56 & Mrs. Judith Pyke
Mr. Charlie Qian & Ms. Laura Zhang
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Quinn
Mr. Christopher D. Ramel ’66 &  

Mrs. Mary MacLellan
Mr. Karl A. A. Reuther ’51 &  

Dr. Gayle A. Galan

Mr. Sheldon C. ’57 & Mrs. Penelope Rieley
Mr. David R. ’51 & Mrs. Sherry Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Narahari Sanagaram
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Saner II
Mr. & Mrs. Giorgio Scarabello
Mr. Jeffrey C. ’87 & Mrs. Jackie Schaffer
Mr. John L. ’61 & Mrs. Paula Schlacter
Mr. David M. ’81 & Mrs. Sharon Shepherd
Mr. Shaohua Shi & Mrs. Huihui Tan 
Mr. Steven J. ’64 & Mrs. Harriet Simons
Mr. Leland P. ’81 & Mrs. Talis Smith
Mr. James W. Spriggs III ’92
Mr. William R. ’84 & Mrs. Angela Starn
Mr. Adam P. Stearns ’91
Mr. Eric C. ’66 & Mrs. Christine Strobel
Mr. Charles L. Tramel II ’79
Lt. Col. Chad C. Tyler ’99
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas V. H. Vail
Mr. G. Philip Jr. ’79 & Mrs. Cynthia Waldeck
Mr. Daniel P. Walsh Jr. ’96
Mr. Tianhao Wang ’15
Mr. Tianshuang Wang ’16
Mr. Xuning Wang & Mrs. Yan Tian
Dr. R. King Warburton ’52 &  

Dr. Kathryn Lemmon
Mr. David B. ’71 & Mrs. Amy Webb
Mr. Robert C. Jr. ’64 &  

Mrs. Mary Lou Wellman
Mr. L. Spencer ’88 & Mrs. Alexandra Wells
Dr. Richard C. ’64 & Mrs. Martha Weston
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Wood
Mrs. Dianne Powers Wright
Mr. Zhihong Zhang & Mrs. Li Shu

Green & White Club: 
$500 - $1,825
Alumni Class Years 2006-2021
Mr. Colin J. Barsella ’15
Mr. Oliver R. P. Curtiss ’11
Mr. John Dionne ’07
Mr. Jeffrey C. Foote ’07
Mr. Andrew D. Packer ’07
Mr. Ahmad Raza ’08
Dr. Saira C. Tekelenburg ’08
Mr. Albert J. Wang ’12
Mr. Yizhuo J. Wang ’09
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Trustee Emeritus  
Dr. Robert T. Michael ’60  

Named University of Chicago’s 
2020 Norman Maclean  
Faculty Award Winner

Congratulations are in order for Bob Michael ’60, WRA Trustee 
Emeritus and Eliakim Hastings Moore Distinguished Service 
Professor Emeritus at the University of Chicago Harris School of 

Public Policy. In December 2020, he was named the Norman Maclean 
Faculty Award winner for 2020.

This is a great honor and, in our humble opinion, could not have been 
given to a better recipient. According to the press release, this award 
“recognizes extraordinary contributions to teaching and student life by 
emeritus or very senior faculty. Established in 1997, the award is named 
in honor of Professor Norman Maclean, PhD ’40, the critically acclaimed 
author of A River Runs Through It, who taught at UChicago for 40 years.”

Bob has long been a devoted advocate and leader in education. He was 
a lead voice at the table when Western Reserve Academy moved away 
from Advanced Placement (AP) courses to pursue a fully independent and 
internally developed curriculum. His thoughts already have illuminated 
the planning of the school’s upcoming Bicentennial. Just as he, for years, 
has helped guide WRA’s academic program and future, he has served the 
Harris School with vision and stewardship, developing a legacy that will 
benefit generations of students.

The article crafted by the University of Chicago shares more about Bob’s 
impact at the Harris School: “A popular professor with courses described 
as ‘life changing,’ Michael has taught more than 50 courses and thousands 
of students during his 40 years at the University and is lauded for the 
continuing impact he has made — from the Committee on Public Policy 
Studies, to the beginnings of the Harris School of Public Policy, to today … 
‘Bob Michael is hands-down the best professor I’ve had at UChicago,’ said 
one student evaluation of a Bob Michael course.”

Congratulations, Bob! You have been instrumental in WRA’s academic 
success story, and we are thrilled to see you recognized for your excellent 
service to education.
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LARGEST RHS GIFT TO DATE

$4,000,000
BY JAMES ELLSWORTH, CLASS OF 1868

If you are considering a gift to WRA,  

we would be delighted to work with you 

and your advisors to explore options. 

Please contact us to discuss creating 

your own legacy at WRA by becoming a 

part of the Reserve Heritage Society.

THE  
RESERVE  

HERITAGE  
SOCIETY

The Reserve Heritage Society  
recognizes alumni, parents and friends  

who shape WRA’s future by  
including the school in their estate plans.

192
TOTAL  

RHS MEMBERS

1965

CONTACT

Mark LaFontaine 
Assistant Head of School for 

Advancement

330.650.9704 

lafontainem@wra.net

WRA.net/giving



Remembering  
Gavin John 

Domm
1969-2021
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Everyone at WRA who had the privilege of being part of the life of Gavin John 
Domm admired him. We will miss him dearly. He was just a young boy when 
starting at the school, answering a question on his application about the time 

he felt most on his own and independent.

“Without a doubt the time I felt really on my own was last summer when I bought 
my stereo,” he wrote. “I spent three-hundred fifty dollars, my life savings, on it.”

He grew at the school, and into the fabric of it. How much Gavin was appreciated 
is evident in a faculty comment that summarized his acumen but also foretold 
his future and lauded his spirit: “Gavin is an intelligent, thoughtful student 
who is thoroughly committed to academic excellence as well as personal 
understanding. He is always one of the most responsible and unselfish 
members of a class, participating actively and productively. He is capable of both 
meticulous preparation and personal insights. He enjoys intellectual problems 
and exchanges with others, and [he] cares about learning in ways that go well 
beyond preoccupation with a grade. He is a bright and welcome presence in 
every respect.”

Gavin was a standout student at Reserve, emerging as a leader in his class and 
graduating in 1987 before heading to Duke University, becoming a lawyer in 
Chicago, and working in the financial industry on the leading edge of technology 
in San Francisco. Although as hard won as they are, the truth is that academic and 
professional accolades pile up among Reserve graduates like stacks of diplomas, 
dishes in the dining hall or bricks to pave a row. Gavin’s greatest difference 
was detached from grades and accolades, and bigger and better than both. His 
difference was that he was the nicest person in any room. While Reserve can be as 
tough as it is tender, when you saw Gavin coming, you could exhale.

His letter of college recommendation to Duke shared, “Gavin has never lost his 
charming unpredictability and rather whimsical humor. He is treasured as a good 
friend, one who ‘really listens to me and cares about what I’m saying or how I’m 
feeling.’” Gavin was inquisitive and unpretentious, inclusive and equitable before 
society caught up and properly demanded these traits of everyone. In this, with 
his unprovoked kindness, Gavin was the very best example of a Pioneer.

It is bittersweet to read about Gavin at Reserve, a leader, actor, reporter, athlete, 
summertime part-owner of a window washing company. If only there were 
clearer windows into the mind, heart and soul. But life is ultimately a mystery, 
and all who knew Gavin are just grateful for the view we had, the generous 
openings he allowed, the warm breeze he brought in every time he traveled 
from the West Coast back to campus. We are indebted to the work he did as a 
member of the Board of Trustees and as the host of events sharing the Reserve 
story with prospective families and donors, and grateful for his everlasting (as 
one of his teachers called it) elan. Our love and prayers remain with his family 
and friends always.
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In Memoriam
WRA Magazine wishes to express its sincere condolences 
to all family and friends of the deceased. 

Class of 1943 
Ray Putnam Dinsmore Jr., 95, died on Aug. 4, 2020. After 
attending Western Reserve Academy, Ray went on to 
attend Denison University. 

Walter Davidson Wood, 94, died on March 13, 2020. 
Walter graduated from Western Reserve Academy and 
credited his time at WRA as the single biggest contributing 
factor in his success in the rest of his education and 
professional life. He was an active member of the 
Alumni Association until Alzheimer’s disease made that 
impossible. During his time at WRA, Walter was awarded 
a full scholarship to Harvard, but he enlisted in the Navy 
and enrolled in the V-12 Navy College Training Program. 
He then attended Case Western Reserve University, 
choosing mechanical engineering as his major. He later 
received his master’s at Oberlin College and then his 
PhD in mathematics from Purdue University. In 1956 he 
and a colleague formed their own company, Dikewood 
Corporation. He was married to his wife, Ruth, for 72 years 
and was described as a do-it-yourselfer and a family man. 
He is survived by his son, daughter, grandchildren and 
great-grandson.

Class of 1944
Robert Ferree Feltman, 93, died on Sept. 7, 2020. Bob 
was raised in the Washington, D.C., area, where his father 
worked at the Pentagon. After Bob graduated from 
Western Reserve Academy, he enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps and then went on to study at Lehigh, Clemson and 
George Washington universities, ultimately attending 
George Washington University Medical School. After his 
residency, he and his family moved to Florida, where he 
served 30 years as Chairman of Radiology at Cedars of 
Lebanon Hospital, now University of Miami Hospital. He 
also served as Chief of the Medical Staff. Bob married 
twice, and despite numerous tragic events, he lived life with 

optimism, warmth and a wonderful sense of humor. Bob 
was most happy when surrounded by his family. He loved 
books, music, and attending the symphony and theater. He 
continued weight training into his 90s. Bob is survived by 
his wife, Sissi, his children, grandchildren, and many family 
members and friends. 

Gordon Ross Ainsworth, 94, died on Feb. 1, 2021. After 
graduating from Western Reserve Academy, he continued 
on to Amherst College. Six months later he was drafted 
into the U.S. Army and served as a Staff Sergeant in Atlanta, 
Georgia, at Fort McPherson. He returned to Amherst 
College and graduated in 1950. Gordon was the fourth 
generation of Ainsworths in the family business, Dimock, 
Gould & Co. He started working in the lumberyard and 
worked his way up through various positions, retiring as 
President but still serving alongside his two daughters on 
the board until the business closed in 2014. He will forever 
be remembered for his positive outlook on life, patience 
and wonderful sense of humor. Those left to cherish his 
memory include his loving wife, Katie, their daughters and 
grandchildren. 

Class of 1945
James Angus Doull Jr., 94, died on March 23, 2021. James 
grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, attending both Hawken School 
and Western Reserve Academy before attending Yale 
University at the age of 17 during the accelerated wartime 
program. After completing his first year of college in six 
months, Jim enlisted in the Army and served with the 
8th Army Division occupation force in Kobe, Japan. Jim 
returned from Japan 18 months later to finish his degree 
at Yale in 1950. He then attended University of Virginia 
Medical School. It was in Charlottesville that he met and 
married his wife of 56 years, Bettie Mae. Jim continued 
his medical training at Case Western Reserve University 
(CWRU), moving on to manage a full private practice and 
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teaching at CWRU. He was a vibrant and highly respected 
member of the Cleveland Psychoanalytic Center, focusing 
on outreach and education, and was known for his 
adventurous spirit. He leaves behind four children and 
their families. 

John Lewis Naylor Jr., 93, died on May 23, 2021. Known 
as Jack to family and friends, he grew up in Shaker Heights, 
Ohio. After graduating from Western Reserve Academy, 
he continued his education at Wabash College and the 
University of Michigan Law School. Jack married Twink in 
1952, while he was serving in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps at the Pentagon. Jack went on to practice 
law, and he was an active contributor to the Cleveland civic 
community, serving on boards and at his church. Jack was 
a supportive and loving husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather as well as a good friend to many. He is 
survived by daughters, grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and his sister. 

Herman Bailey Post Jr., 93, died on Feb. 22, 2021. Herman 
was from Akron, Ohio. He attended both Buchtel High 
School and Western Reserve Academy, and then enlisted 
in the U.S. Marine Corps. He returned to Ohio, where he 
attended Kenyon College and then Akron University. On 
April 7, 1951, he married Nancy Barnett, and they built a 
wonderful life together, which lasted 62 years until her 
passing in 2013. Herman spent his entire career of 40 years 
with the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. He was awarded 
the Litchfield Award of Merit in 1963, Goodyear’s highest 
sales award. In 1978 he graduated from the Advanced 
Management Program at Harvard University. He retired in 
1988 and remained in Akron until 2016, when he moved to 
Salt Lake City to be near his son. He is survived by his son 
and daughter-in-law, as well as many loving nieces, nephews 
and cousins. 

Class of 1946
Richard Bruce Wright, 91, died on March 2, 2020. Dick 
was born in Akron, Ohio. After graduating from Western 
Reserve Academy, he graduated with honors from California 
Institute of Technology in 1950 with a degree in mechanical 
engineering and from the University of Pennsylvania 
Wharton School in 1952 with a Master’s in Business 
Administration. Dick’s entire career was spent at Wright Tool 
Company, started by his father. Dick and his wife, Dianne, 
traveled to all seven continents, over 40 countries and the 
Arctic North Pole. In addition to adventure travel, he enjoyed 
heli-skiing in the Banff area of Canada. He amassed more 
than 12 million vertical feet over several years of skiing with 
Canadian Mountain Holidays. Dick was preceded in death by 
his parents in 1972 and his son Bruce in 1992. He is survived 
by his wife, Dianne; the mother of his sons, Janet; his son 
Robert; special caregiver Bruce Anderson; and many family 
and friends.  

Class of 1947
David Bebb Albrecht, 91, died on March 23, 2021. Dave 
grew up in Massillon, Ohio. He attended both Western 
Reserve Academy and The Lawrenceville School in New 
Jersey. He graduated from Yale University and then went 
to work for Standard Oil of Ohio (SOHIO). While working at 
SOHIO, he received his JD from Cleveland-Marshall College 
of Law. In 1965 he purchased Madison Equipment Company, 
where he remained CEO until 1988 when he retired. Dave 
enjoyed tennis and outdoor adventures. He was an ardent 
skier in his younger years, and he became an avid golfer 
in retirement. He is survived by his second wife, Betty 
Orr Albrecht; daughters; Betty’s daughter; their spouses; 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
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Class of 1948 
Peter Van Dyke Gulick, 91, died on April 24, 2021. After 
WRA, Pete attended Princeton in 1952, moved on to 
Stanford Law School and ultimately transferred to the 
University of Washington Law School to earn his Juris Doctor 
in 1956. He began his career at Foster, Pepper & Riviera 
and became a partner in the firm. He followed his dream 
to run his own law practice, in Bellevue, from 1979 until his 
retirement. Pete specialized in real estate contracts and 
general corporate law. In his semi-retirement, he continued 
pro bono work for those in need in the community. Pete was 
devoted to his family and community, and enjoyed many 
family-oriented hobbies. He is survived by his former wife, 
Kathryn, of 32 years and his children. 

Class of 1949
Rollin Russell DeVere II, 89, died on Jan. 21, 2021. After 
graduating from Western Reserve Academy, Rollin was a 
fixture at University School for over four decades. At US he 
was a dedicated track and cross-country coach, leading the 
school to two district titles. He was a gifted actor as well, 
delighting audiences at the Chagrin Valley Little Theater. He 
also wrote a number of plays and screenplays, and he was 
a serious scholar of Shakespearean authorship. He was a 
committed schoolman with a lively mind, and a devoted 
husband and father. 

William Vern Sharp, 89, died on Nov. 28, 2020. After 
graduating from Western Reserve Academy and the 
University of Rochester, Bill earned his MD from The Ohio 
State University. He touched many lives through his Akron 
Vascular Associates medical practice, serving as Chief of 
Surgery at Summa Health System and mentoring countless 
medical students at Northeastern Ohio Universities College 
of Medicine. Bill was a longtime resident of Silver Lake, 
an accomplished vascular surgeon at Akron City Hospital/
Summa, and an avid reader, cyclist, skier and sailor. He is 
survived by his wife, Rebecca; children; grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren and his brother. 

Thomas R. Swanston, 90, died on Jan. 24, 2021. After 
graduating from Western Reserve Academy, he received his 
liberal arts degree from Amherst College. He then spent four 

and a half years in the Navy. He spent three years on the 
USS Gurke DD 783 destroyer before teaching at the Naval 
Preparatory School in Bainbridge, Maryland. Following his 
time in the Navy, Tom earned his MBA at Harvard Business 
School and then began his career as a management 
consultant, spending 45 years in the home furnishing industry 
with various companies. He is survived by his three sons and 
a daughter and their spouses, grandchildren, many family 
members, and his beloved dachshund named Stevie Nicks. 

Class of 1950 
James Slagle Cameron, 88, died on Dec. 21, 2020. After 
graduating from Western Reserve Academy, James went 
on to study at The Ohio State University and Stanford 
University. Over the years, he shared with WRA that he 
was in the U.S. Air Force and was a professor at Denison 
University. 

Paul Edward Kennedy, 88, died on Nov. 30, 2020. Paul 
was born in Port of Spain, Trinidad. After graduating from 
Western Reserve Academy, he attended and graduated from 
Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut, lettering in soccer 
by using the skills he developed in Trinidad. He served in 
the U.S. Air Force and then led a long career in the securities 
industry. He is survived by his wife, Jane, to whom he was 
married for more than 64 years, as well as his daughter, son, 
brother and grandchildren. 

Frederick John Schrank, 88, died on Dec. 21, 2020. Freddie 
attended Western Reserve Academy and graduated from 
Buchtel High in Akron, Ohio. He then attended The Ohio 
State University, graduated from Akron University and served 
in the U.S. Navy at Akron Naval Air Station. Always popular, 
Freddie had a warm personality and engaging sense of 
humor and was an excellent communicator. These skills, so 
suited for negotiating difficult problems and disputes, were 
the hallmark of his career. He settled in Northern California, 
where he formed Western Motor Carriers Association, which 
he led as President. In 1995 he retired to Warrenton, North 
Carolina, where he and his wife, Lisa, worked together to 
present purebred dogs in numerous conformation shows, 
including Westminster. He is survived by his beloved wife, 
Lisa, of 43 years, their daughters, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and many family members. 
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Class of 1952
David Lee Lockwood, 83, died on Sept. 1, 2018. Born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, David graduated from Mantua High School 
and went on to Hiram College, and then went to work for 
NASA. Dave and Faye were married in Cleveland in 1962. 
After NASA, David was employed by Cornell Laboratories 
in Buffalo, New York, and there continued his education. 
He also worked as a professor at Buffalo State, and in 
research and development at PerkinElmer and Smith & 
Nephew Endoscopy Division in Massachusetts. Longtime 
hobbies included fishing, hiking the Adirondack trails as well 
as becoming a very accomplished photographer. David is 
survived by his wife, Faye; two sons; grandchildren; great-
grandchildren; brother and sister.

Class of 1953
Robert Crafts Jr., 85, died on Nov. 7, 2020. The Rev. Dr. 
Robert Crafts Jr., Captain, MC-USN retired, graduated from 
Western Reserve Academy before matriculating at Yale 
University. He spent a fifth year at Yale to complete his 
pre-med requirements prior to attending medical school 
at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland. He joined 
the U.S. Navy Medical Corps, completed his residency and 
ultimately served the United States for 22 years. After Robert 
retired from the Navy, he pursued a Master of Divinity 
degree full time and oversaw the congregation of St. John’s 
parish in Indio, California, where he served the diverse, 
desert community by delivering eucharistic services in both 
English and Spanish for nearly a decade. Robert was an avid 
reader, a quick-witted humorist with a ready laugh, and a 
great storyteller who drew upon his varied interests and 
experiences to provide an anecdote or historical reference 
for any occasion. He is survived by Carol, his wife of 57 
years; two brothers; three children; seven grandchildren and 
a great-grandson 

Class of 1954
John Squibb Greeno, 85, died on Oct. 12, 2020. After 
attending Western Reserve Academy, John went on to 
the University of Cincinnati. He owned and operated 
manufacturing businesses, and his passions included golf, 
piloting his airplane, fly-fishing and, above all, spending 

time at his cottage on Lake Leelanau in Michigan, where 
he summered every year of his life. John’s big personality 
brought joy and laughter to many everywhere he lived. John 
is survived by his wife, Christine, their four children and 
grandchildren. 

Class of 1957
Karl Dean Swartz, 82, died on April 3, 2021. After 
graduating from WRA, Karl earned his BS and MS degrees 
in physics from Case Western Reserve University and his 
PhD in physics from the University of Illinois. His working 
career included jobs at many defense contractors around 
the country, stretching from California to Alabama, before 
he retired in 2000. Karl was a huge sports fan and also 
enjoyed playing piano. His rich baritone voice gave him the 
opportunity to participate in music venues wherever he 
lived. He is survived by his wife, Linda Dell Baltzley of  
Las Cruces; his sister; five children and their families, 
including 10 grandchildren and one great-grandson; and 
very dear friends. 

Class of 1960
John Robbins Denise Jr., 78, died on April 16, 2020. John lit 
up a room with his presence, loved his family and was loyal 
to his friends. He will be truly missed. John is preceded in 
death by his parents, Ellen (Hall) and John Robbins Denise 
Sr. He is survived by his daughter, Jill R. Denise; son, John 
R. Denise III (Robbie); sister, Claire Denise, of Bellingham, 
Washington; nieces, nephews and many friends.

Class of 1961 
John Harrison Topping, 77, died on Dec. 2, 2020. After 
attending Western Reserve Academy, John earned his BA 
from the University of North Carolina and master’s degree in 
computer science at Chicago State University. John enjoyed a 
30-year career at Ohio Wesleyan University. John is survived 
by his wife, Carol, their sons, grandchildren and brothers. 

SUMMER 2021    WRA    93



Class of 1965
William Eric Esterhay, 73, died on May 13, 2021. Born in 
Painesville, Ohio, Eric graduated from Western Reserve 
Academy and excelled in football and basketball, but his love 
was track and field. He was a best-in-state discus thrower 
and still holds the discus record at Wesleyan University 
in Middletown, Connecticut. After graduating from WRA, 
Eric went on to study economics and political science at 
Wesleyan. Eric worked in sales, marketing and business 
development at Arlon, Wausau, and Rexham. Early in his 
career, he was also a teacher and a coach. He is survived 
by his wife of 54 years, Amy; their son, Will Esterhay Jr.; and 
his siblings. His WRA classmate David Moran put together 
a picture book in tribute to Eric. He combed through 
Hardscrabble issues to put the piece together, and it is 
available for viewing here: bit.ly/3zBA1Fa

Class of 1966
William Alston Brower Jr., 72, died on April 12, 2021. 
William was born in Toledo, Ohio. After graduating from 
Western Reserve Academy, he studied at Antioch College 
in Yellow Springs, Ohio, where he helped initiate a Black 
studies program. He went on to be a longtime fixture 
of the Washington jazz scene as a writer, programmer, 
stage manager and festival producer. William also staged 
productions for the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation. 
He is survived by his son, daughter, and his companion 
Ilauna and her grandson. 

Class of 1968
Charles Lorenzo Hutchinson III, 70, died Sept. 16, 2020. 
After graduating from Western Reserve Academy, Chuck 
went on to Allegheny College to study economics and 
received his MBA from Baldwin Wallace University in 1985. 
Chuck loved to talk about WRA and the great guys who 
attended WRA with him. He is survived by his beloved wife, 
Mary Ellen “Honey”; their children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren; and many family members and friends.

Class of 1969 
Paul Herman Steen, 68, died on Sept. 4, 2020. After 
graduating from Western Reserve Academy, Paul spent a 
gap year at Eastbourne College in England and then went 
on to study at Brown University. He completed a fifth year 
of undergraduate studies at Bristol University in England, 
then earned his PhD in fluid dynamics at Johns Hopkins 
University and was a postdoctoral researcher at Stanford 
University. In 1982 he joined Cornell’s School of Chemical 
Engineering, and in 2008 he became the Maxwell M. Upson 
Professor of Engineering, an endowed professorship that he 
held until his death. For 38 years, Paul was a valued teacher 
and advisor across departments and graduate fields in the 
College of Engineering at Cornell. He was an internationally 
recognized scholar as well as a runner, hiker and avid 
bicyclist. Paul is survived by his wife, Kyra D. Stephanoff; 
daughters; sister and brothers, Robert ’60, John ’63 and 
Roger; and nephew Eric ’01. 

Class of 1971
Joel Timothy Hanson, 63, died on Sept. 29, 2016. Tim 
was born in Akron, Ohio. After graduating from Kent State 
University, Tim traveled as an archaeologist to work digs in 
Cyprus, Utah and Morocco. He left archeology to become 
a Branch Manager for Dieco, but Tim’s true work passion 
was found when he began to teach at Central Piedmont 
Community College. He thrived on seeing his students 
succeed, and many of Tim’s visitors in his final days were 
former students. Tim is survived by his wife, Sandy, and 
children, Joel and Camille.

Class of 1972
Stephen Michael Davis, 66, died on Dec. 2, 2020. Steve 
was born in Bedford, Ohio, and grew up in several states 
and Western Samoa. After graduating from Western 
Reserve Academy, he went to Ohio University. He spent 
his working years as a salesman for several local printing 
companies, most recently North Coast Litho. He and his 
wife, Ruthy Davis, raised five children. Their family was 
further expanded by the addition of eight grandchildren 
and a pack of loyal pooches. Steve was a lifelong learner, 
eager to share trivia with anyone who would listen. He 
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remained an active participant in local politics throughout 
his time in the community. His bright smile and jovial laugh 
will be remembered as his loved ones continue to share  
his stories.

Class of 1982 
Alan James McDonald, 56, died on Feb. 28, 2020. After 
graduating from Western Reserve Academy, Alan attended 
Bowdoin College in Maine, where he studied physics 
and art history. He played varsity football at Bowdoin 
throughout his entire time there. After graduation, he 
settled in the Greater Atlanta area and went on to become 
Vice President of Business Development at Employers 
Health Network, with a demonstrated history of working in 
the hospital and healthcare industry. Alan was still living in 
Georgia at the time of his passing. 

John Mclain Ledbetter, 56, died on Dec. 21, 2020. Mac 
grew up in Hudson, Ohio, and was a 1982 graduate of 
Western Reserve Academy. He then attended Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York, and the University 
of Akron. He went on to work for Alside, a division of 
Associated Materials, and resided in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 
John loved technology and had a passion for computers. 
He enjoyed gaming of all kinds and was a sci-fi enthusiast. 
John was loved by many and cherished his friends and 
family. He was known for his quick wit, infectious laugh and 
ability to make others smile. He is survived by his parents, 
sister and nephew.

Class of 1988
Melinda Cowger Narvaez, 51, died on Oct. 25, 2020. 
While at Reserve, Melinda excelled at track and was a 
top sprinter. After graduating, she attended Southern 
Methodist University (SMU) and earned her BA in 
advertising in 1992. She was a devoted soccer mom and 
was always involved in all of her children’s activities, 
so much so that she managed some of their soccer 
teams. She later returned to SMU to obtain certification 
as a paralegal. She also received her Personal Training 
Certification from the Cooper Clinic. Melinda was a known 
fan of the beach, an avid cook, a runner and dog lover, and 

she will be remembered for her kindheartedness. Melinda 
is survived by her former husband and father of her 
children, Hector Narvaez; three children; and her parents 
and brother.

Class of 1997
Chukwuma “Chuma” Kelechi Nwankwo, 41, died on  
Oct. 30, 2020. His two brothers also attended WRA,  
Anima ‘94 and Chukwunwike ’91.

Class of 2001
Adam Christopher Galea, 38, died on April 30, 2021. 
Adam grew up in Hudson, Ohio, and after he graduated 
from Western Reserve Academy in 2001, he went to Wake 
Forest University and then UNC Kenan-Flagler School 
of Business. He went on to have a remarkable career in 
marketing. Adam is survived by his wife, Megan Peterson 
Galea ’01; daughters, Piper and Wren Galea; his parents; 
and many more family members and friends, including 
his brothers Dan ’04 and Ben ’98 and brother-in-law Brent 
Peterson ’03. 

Class of 2013
Johnathan Richard Saucier, 26, died on Oct. 27, 2020. 
Affectionately called “Johnny Sauce,” he was a three-sport 
athlete at Western Reserve Academy, receiving the MVP 
award in both football and basketball. A record-breaking 
receiver, Johnny was recruited to play football for NAIA 
national runner-up University of the Cumberland. After 
graduation from Cumberland, he graduated summa cum 
laude from the University of Akron College of Education. 
Then he attended infantry officer training school (IBOLC) 
and was selected to attend the Special Forces Qualification 
course (Q course). Johnny worked at the YMCA in Akron, 
taught at Streetsboro High School and West Park Academy, 
and most recently was recruited to Charleston, South 
Carolina, to work as an Assistant Manager at Amazon in 
2020. Johnny is survived by his parents, Pam and John 
Saucier; three siblings, Hannah ’16, Brianna and Joshua; 
and his many lifelong friends. 
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Help us share the  
Reserve experience! 
WRA would like to enlist your support in spreading the word 

about the school that makes us such a proud network of 

parents, alumni and friends. If you know of students in your 

communities who could be future Pioneers, please send 

them our way at WRA.net/admission/referral

The WRA Admission Team
In the coming months, the WRA Admission Office will be 

traveling throughout the country and around the globe 

meeting future Pioneers! Review our travel schedule here: 

WRA.net/admission/admission-travel. 

For information about our events and to learn more about 

volunteer opportunities in the Admission Office, please 

contact Associate Director of Admission & Ambassador 

Program Lead Nancy Hovan at hovann@wra.net or at 

330.650.5880.
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THANK YOU

We thank each and every one of you — alumni, parents, grandparents, faculty, staff and 
friends — who chose Reserve and contributed more than $2,200,000 to The WRA Fund, 
which closed on June 30, 2021. A digital annual report of donors will be available soon.

Your gift helps to provide a signature education that stands out from other peer schools. 
From innovative academic programs taught by an unparalleled faculty, to a scenic campus 
and its outstanding facilities, a Reserve education is an exceptional experience. But only 
because of you.

EVERY gift makes an impact! What inspires you? Designate your gift today by visiting  
WRA.net/giving.




