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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
Suzanne Walker Buck
Dear Friends,
It is hard to believe all that has happened since the last issue of this magazine was
published in the summer. A new freshman class has completed its first semester, our
seniors are celebrating college acceptances, I’ve had the opportunity to meet alumni
all over the country, and Johnny, Halsey and I have settled into Pierce House.
We have dropped the “Interim” designation in Associate Head of School Dr. Nicholas
Kent’s title (congratulations!) and further evolved our curriculum and teaching
methodologies; welcomed accomplished new student athletes to the community;
and watched our faculty not only lead in the classroom, but take students into the
community and the world for service, sports, travel and deeper understanding of
issues, from homelessness to environmental protection to healthy political debate.
Maybe some would say things like those I’ve mentioned above are de rigueur for a
school of our stature. But at WRA, our mission to provide a transformative education
is a mix of programming and people not found even at other excellent schools. It is
seen in the students who wear pink bandanas to support their teacher battling breast
cancer; the advisor who runs with his student and brings along his dog for an extra
dose of happiness; the parent who picks up their devoted day student late on a cold,
dark winter night because the student wanted to stay, have dinner and study with his
friends; the new robotics offerings in The Wang Innovation Center; and the alumni
who create scholarship funds to support students’ journeys at WRA. At Reserve, going
the extra mile, always evolving, is so ingrained that I believe it just feels natural. What
a wonderful characteristic of a community.
Happy new year, Pioneers. Your compassion, generosity and drive continue to inspire
me.

Suzanne
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Noah Frato-Sweeney ’20, Griffin Arnold ’22
and Brooke Ashley ’21

Lauren Dempsey ’21, Joey Houska ’20,
Carlin Szilagyi ’20 and Amie Ly ’20

Nate Beskid ’20 and
David Gentile ’21

USICAL
FALL M

Sarah Latzke ’20 and
Carter Frato-Sweeney ’22

Broden Windsor ’22 and
Jill Reef ’21

Henry Ong ’20

Amie Ly ’20 and
Griffin Arnold ’22

Olivia Robinson ’20 and Nate Beskid ’20

Carter Frato-Sweeney ’22,
Daniel Li ’21 and Suraj Dakappagari ’20

Johnny Beskid ’22, Landon Allis ’23 and
Jeff Goodall ’21

Sydney Grossman ’23 and Olivia Turk ’21
Regina Aguilar ’20, Nora
Namiotka ’23 and Jin Lee ’22
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Sara Franquesa ’21

Chelsea
Dodson ’21

FALL DANCE
Michelle O'Connor ’22

B R O A D WA Y

Dilyn Penn ’22

ON BRICK ROW

Nadia Konovalchik ’20

Kayla Jiang ’22 and CJ Randazzo ’22

Allison Weinzierl ’20

David King ’22, Matthew Randazzo ’20 and
Kaitlyn Kuchar ’22
David King ’22,
Suzannah Sanders
Burdis ’21,
Henry Ong ’20 and
Tanvi Shah ’23

Ellie Kuhen ’20 and Lauren Landry ’20

Rowena Ge ’20 and Katie Chen ’20
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PIONEER ATHLETICS
2019 FALL SEASON

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
Cade Howard ’20 | Spirit Award
Boys Cross Country Record: 38-83

TENNIS
Kathryn Chen ’20 | Most Valuable Player
Tennis Record: 10-15

FOOTBALL
Sam Bingaman ’21 | Most Improved Player
Football Record: 6-3

GOLF
John Beskid ’22 | Most Improved Player
Golf Record: 13-4

BOYS SOCCER
Henry Ong ’20 | John Breuker Coach's Award
Boys Soccer Record: 13-2-4

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
Olivia Robinson ’20 | Most Valuable Runner
Girls Cross Country Record: 83-61

FIELD HOCKEY
Delia Rabatin ’21 | Marie Fiedler Most Valuable Player
Field Hockey Record: 6-6-4

GIRLS SOCCER
Jimena Oliva ’22 | Most Improved Player
Girls Soccer Record: 8-5-2

VOLLEYBALL
Amie Ly ’20 | Spirit Award
Volleyball record: 5-15

Along Brick Row
Back to School Bash
August 24, 2019

Camp Wise
August 16, 2019

Convocation
August 18, 2019
Parents Weekend
September 21, 2019

Author
Stephen Markley Visit
October 21, 2019

Fall Music Concert
October 6, 2019
Fall Athletic Awards
November 5, 2019

Messiah Sing
December 15, 2019

Vespers
December 9, 2019

Morley Medal Speaker
Dr. Leslee Subak ’79
November 8, 2019
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VISITING THE
CLASSROOMS AND
HOME OF THE
BORRMANNS

A

t Western Reserve Academy,
the Borrmanns are
household names. They have
taught in the Modern & Classical
Languages Department since 1995,
with Dr. Ralf Borrmann teaching
French (and previously German) and
serving as Compass Coordinator,
and Christine ’84 (or, as her students
refer to her, Madame) teaching
French. But as with every WRA
faculty member, this is only a slice
of their life at Reserve. There is also
the full commitment of coaching,
mentoring, advising and
chaperoning, all while balancing
parenting, personal pursuits and
more.
The full and colorful life of the
Borrmanns is a much longer story,
but inside their classrooms and
home, you’ll catch a glimpse. The
items and decor on display reflect
who they are as passionate
educators, world travelers, loving
parents and mentors of young
minds. Here are just a few notable
highlights, but the discerning former
student or advisee will know there’s
plenty more than meets the eye.
8
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Inside the 1949 edition of Hardscrabble is the senior photo
of Madame’s father, H.C. Walker Jr. ’49. Her family’s ties
to Reserve span three generations and include Madame’s
sister Carrie ’81; her brother Chip ’88; her sister-in-law Inga
’92; her and Dr. Borrmann’s son, Max ’16; their daughter,
Sophie ’20; and niece Catherine ’22.

2

The Middlebury Language Schools is more than a resource;
it is a reminder of when Madame first met Dr. Borrmann
during a graduate summer program there. She received
her M.A. from Middlebury College in 1992, Dr. Borrmann
received his doctorate there in 2003, and their son, Max
’16, is currently finishing his final year there.

3

Perhaps every classroom should have a
globe, but it’s especially fitting for a world
traveler like Madame. The Borrmanns
often visit Germany to see Dr. Borrmann’s
family (as he is the only member of his
family who lives abroad), but they also
find time to explore new places. Madame
has visited more than 25 countries, and she
particularly values traveling with students to expose
them to new cultures, giving their personal perspective an
even broader worldview.

4

ELISA stands for the Ellen C. Long International Study
Abroad program. Established by Dr. Dixon Long ’51 in
honor of his wife, Ellen, the travel opportunity allows
selected WRA students to spend a month in a new country.
Madame has been a part of the selection committee since
its foundation, and through ELISA, she has enjoyed four
trips to France with student travelers.

5

When Saturday classes transitioned
to ECHO modules, Madame found
an opportunity to bring new topics
of study (and her own personal
passions) into the classroom. In her
Occupation of France in World War II
ECHO, she leads her students through
the occupation and subsequent period
when France was a divided nation of
collaborators and resistance fighters.
In her Ice Cream Making ECHO, she brings
dessert into the classroom, teaching students about the
history and production of ice cream. The course ends with
an ice cream making contest, with students presenting
their own flavors to a lucky panel of guest judges.

6

Every student who takes French with Madame Borrmann
will know her love of Le Petit Prince. This celebrated
work of literature is read in class, and
a special project gives students
the chance to add a chapter to
the book, concluding in a class
presentation with visual aids. To
this day, the project — and the
book — are favorites of hers.

3
4

5

6
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To receive a Chair is a great honor for faculty members, and
Dr. Borrmann is the recipient of two: The Parents Chair for
Distinguished Teaching and the Ellen C. Long Chair in Modern
Languages.

2

This is only a small selection of the Borrmann board and card
game collection. The number of options is astounding, and it’s no
wonder students often visit the Borrmann household to get their game
fix. Uno, it is agreed, seems to be the most popular choice of late. Board and
card games are a tried-and-true way to have fun and spend time together as a
community. In fact, it was a special way Max and Sophie, as they were growing up,
bonded with their German grandparents.

3

On the table is a replica of one of the buildings from
Dr. Borrmann’s hometown of Mainz, a town which was
founded over 2,000 years ago by the Romans. There are several
other building replicas that are displayed during the holidays
with pride and cheer.

4

Dr. Borrmann sits on the board of the
Hudson Farmers Market, and between
June and October, you’re bound to run into
him volunteering there on Saturdays. Lately, he has
taken to making mugs inside the Wang Innovation
Center that bear the poster images. All proceeds go to
the Hudson Farmers Market scholarship fund.

5

The JB3/Livin’ Life wristband keeps
treasured memories of Joe Blanda
’14 alive and well. The Borrmanns —
including Sophie and Max — were close
to the former student, and the news of
his passing in 2015 from brain cancer was
a tremendous blow. They often think of him and of others like him who were lost
too soon, such as Keir Marticke ’02, and they are forever inspired by their positivity,
boundless energy and zest for life.

6

Dr. Borrmann has coached soccer every fall since 1992, and
he is very proud to be part of the WRA soccer program.
At home, he loves watching Premier League and
Bundesliga games on the weekend with Sophie, and
he is an avid fan of his hometown club, Mainz 05, and
the Liverpool Football Club.
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A WORTHY RECIPIENT:

Marie Fiedler Receives
Ellsworth Award

O

n a sunny afternoon in early June of 2019, Marie Fiedler sat on the Morgan
Hall patio, surrounded by members of the Board of Trustees and WRA’s
executive team, for a special luncheon. When the time came, former Head
of School Christopher D. Burner ’80 stood to make his announcements and begin
the formal presentation of WRA’s most distinguished award to the guest of honor.
That afternoon, Fiedler joined the ranks of T. Dixon Long ’51, Robert Michael ’50
and Ambassador John D. Ong as a recipient of the Ellsworth Award.
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“…they decided we will keep
going and going until we
have to quit and, sure enough,
they eventually earned
the respect they wanted.
Those girls, when they have
Reunions, still talk about it.”

This was far from the first time Western Reserve Academy
had recognized Fiedler for her commitment and service to
the school. For her tenure and talent as Field Hockey Coach,
the team’s Most Valuable Award is permanently named in
her honor. In fact, she was the founding coach of WRA’s
field hockey team and compiled a 470-114-69 total record,
including a 15-1-1 record her final season.
Outside of WRA, she was the first female recipient of the Clem
Caraboolad Coach of the Year Award in Akron, an honor that
nearly always had been given to football coaches.
When Fiedler joined WRA, the year was 1972, and the school
had just reinstated a coeducational environment. In Burner’s
remarks, he acknowledged how pivotal Fiedler was during
this transition and how that first class of female students,
particularly the field hockey players, really looked up to her.
“As Marie described in the early years: ‘The girls were here in
such small numbers at the beginning, as you can imagine the
kinds of girls who would come to a school with 40 girls and
hundreds of boys,’” quoted Burner. “‘They had to be toughminded. One day during field hockey practice during the first
year, the girls were complaining that the boys don’t respect us.
They just want us to be cheerleaders. I told them if we want
the boys’ respect, we have to be the last team on the practice
field each day, because if we stay here until the last boy goes
into the gym, they will respect us. They listened, and they did
it; they decided we will keep going and going until we have
to quit and, sure enough, they eventually earned the respect
they wanted. Those girls, when they have Reunions, still talk
about it.’”

As a science faculty member, Fiedler was instrumental in
reshaping the philosophy of the entire Science Department.
She brought new ideas and methods of teaching, and she
even introduced a combined course of physics and chemistry.
She liked to teach her courses as group discussions and do
demonstrations to illustrate concepts.
As a passionate and innovative teacher, she was recognized
with the Independent Foundation Chair for Distinguished
Teaching and, notably, was the advisor of the school’s
nationally ranked JETS academic competition team.
During the luncheon, Board of Trustees member Dagmar
Fellowes '75 recognized how Fiedler also played an important
role as a student recruiter. While working at the Kent State
University Laboratory School, she encouraged students to
consider WRA, and when the university decided to close the
high school, many students asked if Fiedler thought Reserve
would be a good fit for them and turned to her for guidance,
which she happily gave.
Of all her time at WRA, she is perhaps most proud of the time
spent on the athletic fields. She has said, “I have very much
enjoyed the coaching aspect because, with five brothers, I
have always been competitive.”
“Everyone who was in her classroom, was coached by her
or saw her around campus would understand this comment,”
said Burner. “It is with all these accomplishments in mind
and her significant impact on Western Reserve Academy that
we are proud to present the James W. Ellsworth Award to
Marie Fiedler.”
WINTER 2020
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THE CLASS THAT KEEPS ON

Recognizing the Class of 1957’s
History of Generosity and Loyalty

I

n the recent Campaign for Excellence & Access, the Class of 1957 made a monumental
gift to the school. Led by a very generous gift from Ron Ihrig, the class rallied and
contributed $250,000 toward the renovation of Seymour Hall. As a result, a plaque
bearing all of their names, both living and in memory of, sits outside Classroom 210
on the second floor of the campus’s main academic building. Those walking by might
consider stopping to read the names and learn who they are, for they are a class with a
great deal of heart, gumption and loyalty.
This rings true in their Hardscrabble edition, which describes “genus 1957” with fond
irreverence as a talented and intelligent class that devoted much time and attention
to “second-rate literature and such activities as stickball, gas pen warfare and making
messes with peanut butter and jelly.” But it is recommended that this all be digested with
“a tablespoon of salt.”
In fact, if you keep reading, you’ll come to realize that devotion to the school and
aptitude for school service is nothing new for these gentlemen.
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“...If one may be permitted to be serious, the Class of 1957 has been active: [the]
inauguration of the Green Key Club, execution of the moribund R Club... Finally,
the graduating class feels mainly responsible for establishing closer relations
between Greenwich and the Academy Clock and between Greenwich Village and
the community of Hudson.”
What is clear from both their time as students and as alumni is the class’s
profound sense of duty to Western Reserve Academy or, as they abbreviate, “the
Academy.” Their giving history is evidence of this. In addition to their $250,000
class donation, there are decades of consistent giving and even class members
who have given every year since their graduation.
It should come as no surprise, then, that the Class of 1957 is consistently ranked
toward the top in the Annual Report’s “Top 5 Classes in WRA Fund Participation.”
This past year, when accounting for gifts made to all funds (including The WRA
Fund and other special funds), the class was ranked No. 1 overall, with an
impressive 85% participation.
They are fiercely proud of this accolade and their giving history (as well they
should be). Pride runs deep in this class for well-earned victories; to this day, Class
Chair Hub Bubb and Class Correspondent Bill Jastromb can recount, in uncanny
detail, that fateful day on Saturday, Nov. 10, 1956, when WRA defeated University
School both in football and soccer in two legendary upsets.
Knowing all of this, you might wonder at the motivation behind the Class of 1957’s
giving. It really depends on whom you ask. For some, it’s simply in their nature.
“I believe that the classes of our time, from that decade, just seem to have a little
bit different makeup,” said Ted Krismann. “The way we were raised, the ethics we
were taught, really made [philanthropy] important to us.”
Some may say giving is one way to pay respects to the old faculty masters they still
keep in mind and speak of with great admiration. Jastromb, Krismann and Bubb
shared their favorite memories of these faculty members, many of whom they see
as American heroes for their military service.
“Bill Danforth was a fighter pilot who flew several missions over Germany,” Bubb
said. “We know that Longstreth was in the Marines, and from what I remember, he
was a forward-observer, and Fred Waring volunteered to drive ambulances.”
The full list of faculty members who served, specifically in World War II, is available
in Lynna Piekutowski’s book Remembering the Boys. Bubb added that their service
was not something the faculty masters shared openly or even very often, and this
modesty struck a chord with them.
“They really were the greatest generation,” said Bubb. “We were privileged to have
these men as our teachers, particularly when they were in the prime of their life.
That’s something, I think, that makes our experience just a little different. They had
certain values and perspectives, and I think it carried through in their interaction
with us.”
They all agreed that having a specific cause to rally behind was a bold and
powerful motivation for their campaign gift. It brought a deeper meaning to their
effort, knowing that the school would take their gift and pour it into Seymour Hall.
Today there is renewed energy in seeing their alma mater move forward, and
keeping the Class of 1957 a direct part of the effort. Of course, there is also some
incentive to keep their names high on the list of class participation. After all, a class
that remembers defeating University School twice in one day just might still enjoy
a little competition.
WINTER 2020
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The Installation of

Suzanne Walker Buck

W

ith all the pomp and circumstance befitting of the
occasion, on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019, Western
Reserve Academy celebrated the installation of
Suzanne Walker Buck as the 32nd Head of School in its nearly
two-century history. The ceremony also marked a momentous
occasion in the school’s history with the installment of the first
woman to serve as Head of School.
“I am grateful to serve Western Reserve Academy,” said Buck.
“Nearly two centuries old, we are a school of both tradition
and innovation. We are Pioneers. Embedded in our DNA is the
compulsion to carve new paths, to challenge assumptions, to
transcend the status quo. I am honored to lead this institution
and with you, members of our collective community, create a
joyful and transcendent future.”
Buck was determined to share the spotlight with the hundreds
in attendance in the Murdough Athletic Center (MAC), including
the Board of Trustees, Board of Visitors, faculty, staff, alumni,
parents, community members and, of course, students, dressed
in Reserve Green to mark the formality of the day (all while
anticipating the after-party, featuring food trucks, fun and a giant
16
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mural where they could write their reflections on happiness).
“I couldn’t be more thrilled to be at this place at this time,” Buck
said. “And, as excited as I am, I do not want this ceremony to be
about me. I want today to be a celebration of us — of community
— and of a community that deeply loves and values this school.”
Dagmar Fellowes ‘75 gave a warm welcome to all in attendance,
reflecting on the history of female students at Reserve.
“I would suggest that, in 2019, we are where we should be, a
school strong with girls and with a strong woman at the helm —
but more importantly a strong leader, who will be an inspiration
to all,” said Fellowes.
After an invocation by the Rev. Charlotte Collins Reed, Rector of
Christ Church Episcopal in Hudson, Student Body Co-President
Ellie Frato-Sweeney ’20 introduced the day’s keynote speaker, Dr.
Barbara Snyder, President of Case Western Reserve University.
Dr. Snyder spoke of the shared history of the two institutions
and discussed themes of bold thinking and leadership when
describing the synergy between the schools. In her remarks, she
also spoke directly to the Head of School.

Pictured from left to right: Student Body Co-President Ellie Frato-Sweeney '20,
Co-President of the Board of Trustees Andrew R. Midler '79, Board of Trustees
member Dagmar F. Fellowes '75, President of Case Western Reserve University
Dr. Barbara Snyder, Head of School Suzanne Walker Buck, Co-President of the
Board of Trustees Timothy R. Warner '69, Board of Trustees member Warren W.
Farr III '80 and Student Body Co-President Noah Frato-Sweeney '20.

“While being the first woman Head of School is a notable event,
it is not the most interesting thing about Suzanne Buck,” said Dr.
Snyder. “She will be remembered for her impact. Did she identify
the right goals? And what is her track record for achieving them?
She is poised for tremendous success.”
Timothy Warner ’69 and Andrew Midler ‘79, Co-Presidents of the
Board of Trustees, imparted the official installation verbiage, but
their earnest support was evident amid the requisite formality.

I can’t think of anyone more unique than our incredible new
Head of School. I’d like to extend my sincerest congratulations to
you, Mrs. Buck, and a very warm welcome to you and your family
on behalf of all Western Reserve Academy.”
As the ceremony closed, Warner and Midler gifted Buck with a
tartan cloak on behalf of the community.

“Suzanne Walker Buck, the Board of Western Reserve Academy
stands with you today as we will in the years to come,” said
Warner. “As we look forward to our Bicentennial in 2026 and the
future beyond, may your leadership be grounded in wisdom and
common sense, but also be inspired by bold ambition.”

“Suzanne, you have always put students first, and your school
spirit is evident,” said Warner. “Already, you have become one
with the community and shown solidarity with the students in
many ways. So today, we present your own version of Reserve
Green, a lovely cloak in our tartan Reserve plaid. With this gift,
we acknowledge you literally becoming a part of the fabric of our
community. We know you will wear it with pride.”

In remarks following Buck’s at the Installation, Student Body
Co-President Noah Frato-Sweeney ’20 said to Mrs. Buck, “It’s only
been a few months since you arrived here in Hudson, but you’ve
already made tremendous strides in bettering the school, and we
can’t wait to see what you do next...Because this community is
built on all of our unique backgrounds, personalities and talents,

WRA Trustee Warren Farr ‘80 thanked the community who
had gathered and explained plans for the ensuing parties to
punctuate the day. It is not every year, or even every decade, that
such history unfolds at the school before everyone’s eyes, and
we couldn’t be more thrilled to have been witnesses to it, and to
all the excitement, energy and joy that sit on the horizon.
WINTER 2020
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First Rate Third Floor

New project enlivens Seymour Hall’s top floor with a wink and a more than a touch of green

T

he first day of the new semester
surprised the WRA community with
a special installation that quietly
came to life while students and faculty
were home enjoying the holidays. As
students ascended the fabled staircase
of Seymour Hall to its third floor, a new
twist to the storied space revealed itself
in the form of dozens of photos that had
been quite intentionally enhanced to
show Reserve pride.
Think Sandro Botticelli’s “The Birth of

18
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Venus” in a green blazer; Vincent van
Gogh’s “The Starry Night” with the Chapel
in the foreground; Eleven from Netflix’s
“Stranger Things” donning the green;
Rosie the Riveter with a green bandana;
a triumphant Muhammad Ali in the ring,
wearing the Reserve jersey; the iconic
Beatles “Abbey Road” album cover with
the Fab Four in formal school dress
(well, minus Paul’s bare feet, of course);
Michelle Kwan on the ice, her arms held
high, dressed in green. Topics and iconic
images span history, pop culture, world

cultures, entertainment, art and more
to express our collective inspiration and
aspiration as a school community.
A label hanging alongside the artworks
summarizes the project by asking the
question, “How would you paint the
portrait of a Pioneer?” It reads:
In this series, you’ll see heroes and
history makers, masterpieces and record
breakers, celebrities and some of the most
iconic images in our collective memory.
They wear Reserve Green, our symbol

The first early decision application round
brought a wave of college acceptances and
exciting news to members of our Class of
2020. As of Jan. 1, 22% of this year’s senior
class received admission to institutions such
as Bowdoin College, Case Western Reserve
University, University of Chicago, Georgetown
University, Heidelberg University, Harvard
College, The Ohio State University Honors
Program, Princeton University and Stanford
University. Another 54% of students in the
class have been accepted to one or more
colleges through restrictive early action, early
action or rolling admission applications.
and marker of a Pioneer, because they
paved the roads that we follow. These
images reflect the qualities and the
potential we see in all of you, and what
you will aspire to achieve in this world.
A suggestion folder also has been
added to the third floor of Seymour for
additional ideas about iconic people
and photographs to feature. All are
invited to contribute.
Thank you to our partners, The Film
Guys and Laura Yeager Smith, for

their creative contributions to this
project, and to WRA’s talented facilities
team for their invaluable stewardship
and craftsmanship. In addition to
the “Blazer Series” described above,
beautiful aerial photos of campus and
a Reserve Green colored grasscloth
wallpaper contribute to the warmth
of the space and the smart, fun and
welcoming spirit of this wonderful
building now made even lovelier for its
second century.

Our College Counseling Office works hard to
support our students in preparation for life
after Reserve. Supported by teachers, coaches,
advisors and co-curricular mentors, our college
counselors use their 75+ years of combined
experience to help our students find the
school that is the perfect fit. Hooray Pioneers!

20
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Head of School Suzanne Walker Buck has spent her
first half of the school year balancing full immersion
into student and school life with a cross-country
tour, meeting alumni and friends of WRA.

At the start of the school year, Head of School Suzanne Walker Buck faced a full
Chapel of students, faculty and staff and greeted them with a message of jubilance
and excitement: “Happy New Year!”
She called on everyone to celebrate new beginnings, which was certainly fitting.
It was as though the school were standing at the starting line of something
extraordinary, and Buck’s joy was palpable and infectious.
There is always high energy and excitement at the dawn of a new school year.
Returning students are thrilled to reunite with each other as new students
find their footing and settle into a new home. But this August, the mood was
heightened throughout orientation activities, athletic practices, and various
photo and video shoots for the upcoming admission season, all due to the longanticipated arrival of our 32nd Head of School and her family.

The Buck Stops Here: A Cross-Country Tour

There were many priorities on Buck’s list after she and her family moved into
Pierce House. She and her husband, Fine & Performing Arts Department faculty
member Johnny Buck, were eager to get to know the school and explore the town
of Hudson. In fact, on move-in day, she crossed paths with a parent of an English
Language & Innovation Institute (ELII) student and helped them navigate a campus
that was also new to her. In the months that followed, she has sustained this cando spirit. Though kept busy with a full calendar of school events, a robust travel
schedule, classroom visits and an abundance of meetings, Buck has maintained
a clear presence on campus and has become a familiar and welcome sight to all
whom she encounters.
“This has been a time of full immersion into Western Reserve Academy and the
greater Hudson community,” she shared. “It’s been a wonderful experience. I’ve
been discovering how deeply connected people feel to the school. Their love for
WINTER 2020
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Reserve is authentic and real. Their desire to see the school be
all that it can be is palpable. From the alumni I’ve met, there’s
definitely a sense that their tools and skills for success were
developed here at WRA.”
Upon arriving, Buck was immediately drawn to WRA’s diverse
and widespread network of alumni, whose individual and
collective experiences she knew would paint a picture of
Reserve, both in its past and its present.
WRA’s Advancement Office prepared a full schedule of travel,
dubbed The Buck Stops Here Tour, which would take her
to New York City, San Francisco, Chicago, Atlanta, Boston
and more for dinners and receptions with local WRA alumni
members, current parents, friends of the school and even a few
prospective families. It began with an event in Hudson, which
welcomed nearly 200 guests to Pierce House.
“There are commonalities with all of The Buck Stops Here
events,” she said. “One is just seeing, hearing and feeling
the spirit people have for WRA. They all share a love for the
institution in the kind of cheerleading they do for the school,
and they want to be engaged and part of this place. They want
to support it and help it grow. People have really welcomed me
with open arms, and they have wanted to share their stories
of what has mattered to them about Reserve. They wanted
to tell me and make sure I know that Reserve really prepared
them for college and more importantly for the careers they’ve
embraced, and that they forged lifelong relationships here. I
can’t picture a city in which that didn’t happen.”
First impressions of Buck share a lot of similarities, and
students, parents, faculty and alumni members tell the same
story of meeting the new Head of School. She signaled her
arrival with a big smile and an echoing cheer. There was a
contagious energy about her; you felt like she breathed new life
into the room. Her open friendliness felt sincere and real, and
you knew you could walk up to her without pause. When you
did, she listened to what you had to say, and no matter what
you had to tell her, you felt like you had been heard.
It makes sense, then, that guests’ reactions to Buck all sound
quite similar.
“She came across as delightful, articulate and someone with
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high energy,” said Rocky Ford ’68, who hosted the Atlanta event.
“As far as I was concerned, she hit the ball out of the park.”
The host of the San Francisco event had already met Buck
previously, during her interview process, but his comments
echoed many of Ford’s.
“I would say she’s extremely dynamic and gracious,” said
Gavin Domm ’87. “She’s clearly excited about young people in
education. She’s incredibly warm — I could go on and on. I think
she’s just fantastic, and I say that with all three of the Western
Reserve hats I wear as an alum, as a member of the Board of
Trustees and, probably my most important role, as a parent to
my son, Will, who’s a sophomore.”
Board of Visitors member Annetta Hewko ’78 was amazed by
Buck’s ability to get to know the school so quickly.
“You can see that she is listening and learning and taking it all in
and creating her own context and vision, while honoring WRA's
amazing heritage,” she said. “I’m thrilled about that. I think she
is the right blend of strategic visionary and skillful leader. And
she has a certain sort of enthusiasm and charm that make her
feel approachable; she’s not just an administrator, she really
is working to create a place that helps prepare students to
become some pretty special adults. To me, that is the essence
of WRA.”
Gail Montenegro ’84, who attended the Chicago event, was
struck by Buck’s ability to relate and engage with others, and
she particularly enjoyed the seated dinner which allowed for
genuine two-way conversations between Buck and the guests.
“I thought it was a very intimate way to get to know the new
Head of School,” she shared. “I especially liked the fact that the
alumni sitting around the table represented a wide swath of
backgrounds, including some who didn’t necessarily have the
most positive experience during their years on campus. I found
that refreshing, and Suzanne seemed genuinely interested in
hearing all of our stories. She wanted to hear the good and the
bad, and she wanted to take those in, absorb them and forge a
path forward for the students. She just seemed so focused on
hearing from all of us and answering any questions. Actually,
I kind of felt bad because she didn’t get to touch her dinner at
all!”

“Birthdays are so
personal, and
they’re meant to
be celebrated
by families.”

At each event, Buck openly shared her priorities as WRA’s new
leader, which addressed the financial strength and stability
of the school, student wellness and inclusion, and the real
challenges of selling boarding schools in a highly competitive
market.
“When people ask me what keeps me up at night, it’s these
topics,” she said. “But what inspires me is solving these
challenges. They speak to what we’re all confronted with in
schools, and there’s no use hiding it. These are really great
opportunities for growth, and I’m convinced we have an
incredible platform on which to build a strategy for success.”
Several guests shared an appreciation for her candor and
transparency.
“I really admire that she did not sugarcoat these issues, in
particular the challenges currently facing boarding schools in
the United States,” said Montenegro. “She explained different
ways that she’s thinking outside the box and seeking new
and creative ways to keep the school financially sound and
academically relevant in a challenging landscape.”

Meaningful Change:
The Emergence of New Events on Campus

Though she has relished her time with alumni, Buck shared
that she enjoyed returning home and being back among the
students.
“One of the things I have enjoyed the most is having the
opportunity to spend time with the kids and getting to know
our students both as individuals and as a student body,” she
said. “After being away for so long, I’ve been trying to immerse
myself back. I went and sat in on the Cancer Immunology
class. Students were isolating genes and creating primers,
and another group of kids in the class was exploring the data
regarding antidotes that they developed and are looking to
progress over time. It was just extraordinary.”
Moments like these aren’t going unnoticed. Domm said that
one of the things that has impressed him most was an offhand
comment by his son, Will.
“I asked him what he thought of her so far, and he just goes,
‘Oh, she’s great. I see her all the time on campus. She’s very

visible and participates in a lot of different things.’ That seems
like such a small thing, but it really matters a lot.”
Balancing travel with time spent on campus hasn’t been easy,
but one way Buck has accomplished this is by graciously
opening her home to students. Pierce House has become a
regular spot for student events, from seasonal pumpkin carving
to monthly birthday celebrations. At the start of the year,
Buck created a new event alongside the annual Back to School
Parent BBQ and invited students and siblings for a pizza party
at Pierce House. Since then, she has kept Pierce House an open
venue for student events and even keeps a separate “student
fridge” stocked with snacks and Gatorade. The Head of School’s
house also has undergone a first-floor refurbishing, helping
guests feel comfortable and at home.
Out of all the different Pierce House events she has created
in just the first half of the year, there are some that feel
particularly meaningful — the monthly birthday parties, where
anyone born that month is invited over to Pierce House to put
on a party hat, blow out some birthday candles, eat cake and be
celebrated, just as one should on their special day.
“I think it’s important to acknowledge birthdays,” Buck said.
“Birthdays are so personal, and they’re meant to be celebrated
by families. Calling attention to a birthday is just one way we
can let kids know that we’re really glad they’re here. And I like
including day students in this too, because who doesn’t like to
be acknowledged and celebrated on their birthday?”
Pierce House has held many gatherings over the past months
as Buck strives to know the community deeply and personally.
She shared one particular gathering that stood out to her, a
fireside chat with the leaders of the Black Student Union.
“I absolutely loved hearing what they had to say,” she said.
“I am really enjoying these opportunities to connect with
the students, hear what they’re thinking about and their
perspectives — not only to get to know them as people, but
also as we move forward in shaping programs and delivering
them.”
In partnership with Associate Head of School Dr. Nicholas
Kent, Buck has embraced the parent community and made
significant strides to make them feel as an integral part of the
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school. She added new events to Parents Weekend, including
a Bluegrass on the Green concert that brought square dancing
back to WRA (at least since the 1950s).
For both Buck and Dr. Kent, it was important to have parents
feel just as much a part of the school as any other student and
alumni member.
“Dr. Kent recently sponsored our first Parent Coffee, which
was an opportunity for parents to come in and to share their
perspectives,” Buck explained. “It had such a great turnout.
Those are happening each month, and I think it is a really great
start.”
Alongside her endeavor to know the parent community, Buck
has engaged with the faculty of WRA to better know them as
passionate educators, thoughtful caretakers of the student
body and staunch advocates of WRA.
“I’m continually amazed by the faculty’s willingness to roll up
their sleeves and pitch in,” she said. “They are so supportive of
one another, and they’re dedicated to making sure the needs
of the kids are being met. It is clear that they are doing so much
to inspire the kids, which is so great. I met with one student
this week who told me, ‘My teachers are incredible. I felt like a
mass of dirt and carbon, and they’ve just compressed me into a
diamond.’ How great is that?”

Introducing Joy into the WRA Brand Platform
Moving in tandem with the Buck family’s arrival was the
effort to fine-tune the school’s competitive advantages and
articulate them in a crowded educational marketplace. There
were a series of messages to consider, all of which were based
on market research collected internally and from industry
partners.

On her first day, Buck happened across an executive team
meeting about the various messaging ideas, brought to life in
visual displays and admission Viewbook samples, the school’s
tools for its sales force, the Admission Office. It didn’t take long
for Buck to identify the message that seemed to resonate with
everyone, including her.
Though “joy in education” is not a new concept, it was a clear
answer to a question posed to the consumer, simply “What do
you want most for your child?”
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Previous admission surveys identified happiness as parents’ top
prioritized outcome for their student, outperforming academic
success and support for interests. Outside the WRA community,
happiness as a consumer demand is visible and growing. In 2019,
Psychology and Good Life, a course designed to help students
find and value happiness, became the most popular course
in Yale’s history, with a student roster of nearly 1,200, besting
demand for any other course ever offered by the school.
In embracing this message, the school has strived to create
admission marketing products that convey joy as a school
experience and a priority for Reserve. One example is the suite
of new admission videos, bite-sized episodes of a talk-show
styled series called The WRAp, created to increase admission
yield success. They are deliberately comedic, allowing for
hyperbole (embedded in truth, of course) and joyful expression.
One episode gives viewers a glimpse into Reserve’s dining
experience, taking shape as a Food Network-styled competition
show (think "Chopped") starring Modern & Classical Languages
Department faculty member Dr. Ralf Borrmann, Jill Reef ’20,
Omar White-Evans ’22 and show host Noah Frato-Sweeney ’20.
Projects like these are created in collaboration with current
students to cultivate peer-to-peer marketing and find new ways
to reach and connect authentically with the marketing savvy
and visually driven Gen Z audience, who are the drivers of the
majority of school decisions today.
Outside of admission marketing strategies, joy is very much
in the forefront of Buck’s mind as she examines all aspects of
WRA, from academic programming to weekend activities to
extracurricular opportunities.
“I think we need to be sensitive to what is in the best interest
of adolescent development in terms of social-emotional health
and how we can help students feel affirmed in their identity,”
she said. “If we can help kids feel good about their abilities,
good about their environment, feel like they have the resources
they need, then they are all the more prepared to tackle the
academic challenges that we put before them.”
A broader school message centered around joy carries special
and personal meaning for Buck, who signs off letters with
“Hooray For Life!” Serving as WRA’s chief brand ambassador will
be no hardship for her.
“Joy, in a way, is perfect because it embodies how I live, how

“What’s interesting is that [focusing
on joy] is actually in service to making
our students more viable college
candidates by helping them be less
anxious and more self-actualized.”
I try to live and how I approach education,” she said. “I have
always tried to create spaces for play in addition to spaces for
reflection. I feel that we need to celebrate that, in an authentic
way. I’m not about false platitudes or praise — it needs to be
authentic and connected to something real. But I do believe
that creating a space for joy is part of the human experience.
We’re going to face a lot of challenges, and of course we need
to learn to be resilient, to use grit and our intellect, but equally
important in all of this is the euphoria you experience when you
figure something out or how you experience elation for being in
connection with another human being.”
Since her introduction to Reserve as a candidate for the
position of Head of School, Buck has made it clear that she
prioritizes the student experience and their health and
wellness. Her time as Rector at Chatham Hall as well as her
knowledge as a member of The Association of Boarding Schools
(TABS) board have kept her occupied with studying student
behavior, particularly their social, emotional and mental
wellness.
“Right now, we know nationally that adolescents are struggling
with anxiety and depression,” she said. “When more than
a third of all college freshmen have sought treatment from
psychological services or through medications to treat anxiety
and depression, we have to look at how we’re delivering
academic programs and create spaces for students to
experience something other than anxiety. On the neurological
side, we can see that experiencing moments of joy, increasing
the flow of endorphins, frees up the brain to be better able
to learn and master information. The impact of depression
and anxiety on learning is really deleterious. We need to have
antidotes for that. If we can experience joy, and part of that has
to be recognition of gratitude and creating space for play, then
we can allow ourselves to learn better.”
In many of her messages to alumni, parents, students, faculty
and staff, there is clear and apparent joy, and it has not gone
unnoticed.
“Her acknowledgment that learning should be something you
enjoy and is joyful is something I really connect with,” said Angie
Carrano, who attended the Atlanta event and is a member of
the Alumni Association Board. “I understand how it comes from
her genuine interest in the care and well-being of the WRA
students.”

However, Buck anticipates that there will be those who
express some uncertainty in building a messaging strategy
on a seemingly softer deliverable like joy rather than a more
concrete and established consumer demand, like college
outcomes.
“What’s interesting is that [focusing on joy] is actually in service
to making our students more viable college candidates by
helping them be less anxious and more self-actualized,” she
said. “We’re improving their cognition, we’re improving their
grade point averages, and we’re increasing their ability to
relate more effectively with others. This makes them stronger
candidates in the college process.”

In less than a year at WRA, Buck has accomplished an
astounding amount. In a way, despite an active travel schedule,
she has been in three places at once — on campus, across
the country and abroad in China. She has made genuine
connections with the people of Reserve, from our newest
students to our most established alumni members. Brand-new
events have become familiar, possibly on their way to becoming
Reserve traditions. And in all of this, there is a seemingly
bottomless well of optimism that buoys the community and
keeps spirits high.
“My family and I…we’re all just so happy to be here,” she said.
“Johnny is thrilled to be teaching art full time and coaching ice
hockey. He’s been baking cookies every week for the boys in the
Athenaeum, and the boys now want his chocolate chip cookie
recipe. It’s just been wonderful for him to be a part of the
Reserve community. Halsey has loved the move to Hudson, has
adapted so well to Old Trail School and felt embraced by this
school community. And she is praying she gets admitted so she
can be a Pioneer next year!”
In the year ahead, Buck intends to develop a strategic plan
for the school as well as continue the school’s momentum in
tackling those challenges she shared at each Buck Stops Here
event. She feels confident about the school’s future, and like
her high energy, this confidence is contagious.
“I’ll be corny and say I’m glad the Buck stopped here!” said
Montenegro. “I think we’re all just really excited for what lies
ahead.”
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f you know Suzanne Buck, it makes perfect sense
that the first new item in her house when she started
at Reserve was not a piece of furniture, but a “kid
fridge.” Indeed, from the moment Buck and family
moved into historic Pierce House, the transformation of
the space was built on a foundation of fun, deliberately
designed to swing the doors wide open to students as
their home away from home.
The kid fridge — brimming with Gatorade, Reddi-Wip
and Popsicles in the summer — set the tone for a space
that, like Buck, keeps students at the heart of everything
while avoiding anything patronizing or less than lovely.
The Buck family’s update to the 1855 gem located at
the north end of campus can be described as both
elegant and durable, historic and modern, professionally
informed but personally infused. Altogether, it’s just
plain pretty.
“The notion of a Second Home [a reference to last year’s
admission musical video] drew me into Reserve and
perfectly reflected what I’ve always believed a Head
of School’s house should be: a place where you can
come as you are and always feel comfortable, warm,
connected and part of a family,” said Buck.
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Buck worked closely with Hudson designer Laura Yeager
Smith, and from the outset created a plan to honor the
home’s history, including its pine floors, fireplaces and light
fixtures. The entry area, or “parlor” if you like, still features a
grand piano, where Buck says students gather and sing. At
the opposite end of the first floor is a pretty tiled vestibule
(That’s 13 points!) where guests come to play the Bucks’
favorite board game, Scrabble. Good old-fashioned game
nights feel fresh and fun at Pierce House and typically are
accompanied by special extras like pizza and M&Ms. With a
quick count showing seating for at least 30 people on the first
floor, there’s ample room for student celebrations, Board
gatherings, study sessions, alumni events, parent parties and
more.
“At Pierce House, versatile seating groupings were designed
with furnishings that have multiple uses,” said Yeager Smith.
“This allows the home to feel comfortable whether the Bucks
are enjoying a small family dinner or entertaining a dozen
people. Ottomans can be tucked away for everyday living or
pulled out to create additional seating for larger groups. The
scale of the furnishings works with the large rooms and tall
ceilings to create balance.”
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Everyone who sees the house seems to comment on the apt
interplay between antique pieces and new furniture, as seen
in the foyer with the Ellsworth chest sitting beneath a modern
mirror. While professionally appointed, some of the most
artful touches come from the Buck family, including three
large paintings from the family’s own collection in Maine.
Other touches are a nod to the Buck family’s signature style.
“Those who know Johnny understand his fondness for a smart
bow tie and sharp belt,” explained Yeager Smith. “There are
undertones of this affinity throughout the Great Room. Polka
dot and grosgrain ribbon decorates pillows that sit on top of
herringbone window-seat cushions piped in a velvety contrast
reminiscent of such menswear. Plaid and striped patterns of
varied scale are layered with neutral solids to create interest
and depth.”
We assign so much meaning to our homes, and Pierce House
is no different. Like WRA itself, Pierce House is old and bold,
diverse and textured, fun and foundational, smart and kind. It
has served many families and students, and even starred in a
movie (”The Gathering,“ 1977). But its form and function today
are refreshed and enlivened, creating a whole new set for the
next generation of Pioneers.
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The Reserve Heritage Society
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who shape WRA’s future by
including the school in their estate plans.
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In Memoriam

WRA Magazine wishes to express its sincere condolences to all family and friends of the deceased.

Class of 1941
Adrian G. Nussdorfer, 96, died on Aug. 30, 2019. Born
in Cleveland, Adrian grew up in Avon Lake, Ohio, on
a vegetable farm. While attending Western Reserve
Academy, he lettered in three sports before moving onto
Iowa State University and joining the Naval Air Corps.
After returning from World War II, Adrian enrolled in the
University of Chicago, where he earned a master’s degree
in political science. He is survived by his wife of almost 71
years, Jessica, and four children and is remembered as a
beloved husband, father, friend and farmer.

Class of 1945
William D. Martyn, 92, died on Oct. 9, 2019. William spent

his sophomore through senior years at Western Reserve
Academy. After graduation, he immediately began at
Yale University and graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in botany and a master’s degree in forestry in February
1950. He started working for Weyerhaeuser Timber
Company in Longview, Washington, in October 1950
and spent his entire career there until his retirement in
1990. After retirement, he served on the boards of many
nonprofit community organizations. He was preceded
in death by his first wife, Eroline Baker Martyn, and is
survived by their four children. He also was preceded
in death by his second wife, Mary Alice Martyn, and is
survived by her two children and their families.

Class of 1946
Charles V. Critchfield, 91, died on July 7, 2019, in

Huntersville, North Carolina. “CV,” as he was known to his
grandchildren, lived a full and active life as a husband,
father, grandfather, attorney, sports fan and a person
interested in all facets of life. After graduating from
Western Reserve Academy, he attended West Virginia
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University, where he met the love of his life, Maxine
Tetrick. After graduating in 1950 with a degree in business
administration, he was admitted to the West Virginia
University College of Law and went on to practice law until
his retirement in 1991. His interests were wide and varied,
but above all was his devotion and generosity to his
family. He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Maxine, their
four children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Jonathan S. Ayers, 91, died on Oct. 25, 2019. Jon came to

Western Reserve Academy as a junior and was a prefect
his senior year. He credits Reserve for making a significant
difference in his life. In 2014, he generously donated
a beautiful yacht signal cannon to the WRA History
Department.

Class of 1947
Richard P. Buchman Jr., 89, died on Sept. 16, 2019. He

will be remembered as a beloved husband to Sandy; a
dear father to Mark (Louise) Buchman, Joshua (Tracey)
Buchman and Rebekah (Brian) Barsch; a caring stepfather
to Stephen (Karrie) Rogers, Susan (Tony) Peksa and David
(Deni) Rogers; a doting grandfather to Sam and Will
Buchman, Caleb and Chloe Barsch, Sarah and Julia Peksa,
and Grace, Miles, Lily and Lucy Rogers; a loving brother to
the late Barbara (Daniel) Hines and a fond cousin of Ann
(Joe) Steckler.

Class of 1948
Charles D. Parke, 88, died on Oct. 20, 2019. After

graduating from Western Reserve Academy, Charles
attended Harvard College and graduated from The
Ohio State University College of Law in 1956. He was an
instructor at the University of Akron School of Law, an
attorney with Hershey and Brown, and became Traffic
Referee for the Akron Municipal Court in 1975. He retired

in 1995. He was Past President of Glendale Cemetery and
a tour guide at Stan Hywet Hall and Gardens. He leaves
behind his beloved wife of 45 years.

Air National Guard, flying C-130 transports until his
retirement at the age of 50.

H. Fred Meyer Jr., 89, died on Oct. 23, 2019. Fred was born

from Western Reserve Academy, Paul attended Oberlin
College. Then he served as a pilot in the U.S. Air Force,
which was followed by a career at Eastman Kodak
Company. Paul was an avid golfer, wildlife photographer,
knife maker and camellia gardener. He especially loved
spending time with friends and family at their cabin in
northern Minnesota, feeding the hummingbirds and
cheering on the Florida Gators football and women’s
softball teams. He is survived by his wife of 63 years,
Alma (Dolly), their children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.

on Feb. 23, 1930, in Cleveland and was raised in Shaker
Heights, Ohio. He attended Western Reserve Academy
and went on to study at Denison University and The Ohio
State University, earning a degree in dairy technology. At
Denison, he met the love of his life, Jocelyn. They were
married in 1952 and enjoyed 67 years together. Fred
had a passion for business and served as the CEO of The
Meyer Company for decades, growing the original family
business, The Meyer Dairy Products Company, into an
investment company with holdings across a range of
industries. Fred also loved aviation and was an avid pilot.

Class of 1949
Dr. Donald C. Mell Jr., 88, died on Nov. 9, 2019. Don was

born in May 1931 in Akron, Ohio. As a child, he attended
Old Trail School and then Western Reserve Academy.
He also attended Yale University and the University of
Pennsylvania, where he completed his PhD in 1961.
At his core, he was warm, kind and humble, and he
loved academia. A professor of English literature at the
University of Delaware for 47 years, Don was a dedicated
teacher who loved lively discourse. Don’s role as
Chairperson of the University of Delaware Press Board of
Editors from 1997 to 2015 was perhaps the most fulfilling
of all his intellectual pursuits.

Class of 1951
Ronald J. Hess, 86, died on Sept. 16, 2019. After leaving

Western Reserve Academy, Ronald attended Princeton
University and began pilot training in the Air Force.
Ultimately, he spent the majority of his career in the

Paul A. Warner, 86, died on July 6, 2019. After graduating

Class of 1954
George H. Crowl Jr., 83, died on July 9, 2019. George lived

in 13 places around the country, following his father. He
attended Western Reserve Academy for one year and
then went on to Oberlin College and graduated in 1957.
Later he earned a master’s degree from California State
University, Sacramento and a teaching certificate from
Eastern New Mexico University. He was called to the
U.S. Air Force in 1958 and served a year in Vietnam. He
ultimately retired from the military as lieutenant colonel
in 1982. He later found his niche developing training
programs as a civilian for the U.S. Air Force aircrew
members and earned the Outstanding Civilian Career
Service Award. George was a 70-year veteran of the Boy
Scouts and retired in 2001. He is survived by his wife of 62
years, Dorothy VanEseltine Crowl, and their four children.
Dr. William A. Miller, 83, died on May 16, 2019. William was

a graduate of Western Reserve Academy before heading
to the University of Rochester and serving in the National
Guard in Connecticut and Georgia. He also was a graduate

WINTER 2020

WRA

49

In Memoriam, cont.
of Yale School of Medicine. He retired from medicine in
2001 and seriously concentrated on his love of fly fishing.
He was an avid tennis player and dedicated member of
organizations that promote land and wildlife preservation.
He will be remembered for being a kind, thoughtful and
wonderful husband, father, grandfather and friend. He is
survived by his wife of 60 years, Ann, and their daughters
and families.

Class of 1955
A. Roger Davidson Jr., 82, died on May 28, 2019. After

graduating from Western Reserve Academy, Roger
attended Purdue University where he met his future
wife, Louisa, on a blind date. Roger was commissioned
as a Navy ensign through the Navy ROTC program and
was based in Norfolk Naval Station, Virginia, for his first
assignment. Roger was medically retired from the Navy
in 1963 after surviving a rare form of cancer. The family
settled in Maryland, where he embarked on a successful
40-year career as an electrical engineer. Roger also
earned his master’s degree and a highly coveted PhD in
electrical engineering from George Washington University.
The work in his military and civilian careers contributed
greatly to our nation’s security and success. Roger was a
dedicated grandfather. His love of family and nation was
unquestionable and clearly visible through his work ethic
and sacrifice. Roger is survived by his two children and
their families.
James Robertson, 81, died on Sept. 7, 2019. Jim was a

federal judge known for his fairness, integrity, compassion
and humor. He attended Western Reserve Academy on
scholarship, then Princeton University on a Navy ROTC
scholarship. He served in the U.S. Navy as a gunnery
officer and later as a lieutenant, and then studied law at
George Washington University Law School. He joined the
law firm of Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering (now WilmerHale),
where he practiced from 1965 to 1994, with an important
hiatus from 1969 to 1972. During this period, he left the
firm to serve as Chief Litigation Counsel at the Jackson,
Mississippi, office of the Lawyer’s Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law and also as that organization’s National
Director in Washington. Subsequently, Jim returned to
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Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering and also continued to work
for civil rights as a board member. In 1994, President
Bill Clinton nominated him to the U.S. Federal District
Court for the District of Columbia, where he served for
almost 16 years. When not working, Jim was an amateur
photographer, choral singer (He had perfect pitch.),
guitar player, sailor, do-it-yourself handyman who
built bookcases (among other things), avid reader and
occasional gourmet cook. Jim leaves behind his beloved
wife of nearly 60 years, three children and their families.

Class of 1959
John D. St. Clair Jr., 78, died on June 18, 2019. John loved

his four years at Western Reserve Academy and his
comradeship with his classmates, and was an active
alumnus. He attended Trinity College, from which he
graduated in 1963 with what he liked to joke was a major
in guitar and banjo, and a minor in engineering. John
was an avid sailor and boater throughout his life. He
moved to Marblehead in 1969 and quickly became an
enthusiastic member of the local sailing community. John
was also a licensed pilot, and he maintained an interest
in flying throughout his life. John was a devoted husband,
father, grandfather, brother and friend. He is survived by
Kathy, his wife of nearly 47 years, and three children and
grandchildren.
Duncan B. MacLaren, 77, died on May 22, 2019. Duncan

was born and raised in Hudson, Ohio, and after
graduating from Western Reserve Academy, he went on
to earn his Bachelor of Science, Mechanical Engineering
from General Motors Institute in Flint, Michigan, in 1964.
He was an active member of the Society of Automotive
Engineers. He worked for many years for Terex and
General Electric in Texas, Ohio and Upstate New York, and
his jobs allowed him to travel around the world. In 2000,
he and his wife, Betty, retired to California. He was an
avid fan of bluegrass music and played the autoharp. He
enjoyed restoring homes and rebuilding Cushman motor
scooters and Model A Fords. He is survived by Betty, to
whom he was married for 53 years, and their children.

Class of 1960

Class of 1965

William B. Faircloth, 77, died on May 15, 2019. While

Charles M. Hammel, 71, died on June 30, 2019. Charlie

attending Western Reserve Academy, Bill enjoyed soccer
and wrestling. After graduation, he attended Carnegie
Mellon University. He was a commercial airline pilot,
and after retirement he became a special education
instructional assistant. Bill loved restoring and racing
vintage race cars and sailing. Bill is survived by his
wife, Tiger, of nearly 54 years, their daughters and
grandchildren.

Class of 1962
Stuart F. Sidells, 74, died on Jan. 30, 2019, in Berkeley,

California. Stuart attended Carnegie Institute of
Technology and studied in the Department of
Architecture.

Evan L. Hand, 74, died on Sept. 17, 2019. Evan received his

Bachelor of Science in English from Wesleyan University.
He did graduate studies at the American Institute
for Foreign Trade. He retired in 2007 after years as a
salesman, executive and business owner. Although Evan
achieved many accolades and awards for his professional
achievements in his corporate career, his greatest
“achievement” was participating in his children’s lives
as they grew and flourished. He is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth, and their children and families.

Class of 1963
Ford W. Brunner, 75, died on Sept. 30, 2019. Ford

graduated from Western Reserve Academy, Wesleyan
University in Connecticut and the University of Akron.
It was there that he was named an All-American athlete
for his outstanding talents as goalkeeper for the soccer
team. In 1983 he was inducted into the University of
Akron’s Athletic Hall of Fame. In 1969 he and his wife were
married in the WRA Chapel. They celebrated their 50th
anniversary this past June.

was an active and committed supporter of Western
Reserve Academy as an alumnus, parent and member of
the Alumni Association Board (2004-2010). He was a loyal
supporter of the WRA Alumni Association Scholarship
Golf Classic and was instrumental in starting the event,
which has been held on the Friday of Reunion Weekend
since 2002. Both of his children graduated from WRA as
well: Charles (Charlie) L. Hammel ’97 and Sarah E. Day ‘01.
Charlie earned degrees from Denison University and the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University.
He then returned to live and work in Northeast Ohio and
pursued a career in international banking at AmeriTrust
Bank N.A. of Cleveland, where he was Senior Vice President
before establishing an independent financial consultancy.
Upon retirement he moved to South Carolina, where he
enjoyed the climate and life of the Atlantic coast. He is
survived by his son, Charlie, of Winchester, England; his
daughter, Sarah, of Amsterdam, Holland; and their families,
including two granddaughters, Adeline and Soheila, whom
he adored.

Class of 1968
Harold A. Anderson Jr., 68, died on Oct. 11, 2018. A

musician and cultural anthropologist, Harold’s career
spanned more than 30 years of playing and teaching
music, anthropology and cultural documentation in the
U.S. and New Zealand. He was a much-loved community
member in Auckland, New Zealand, and his other home in
Greenbelt, Maryland. He is survived by his wife of 20 years,
Sandy Rogers, his stepdaughters and their families.

Class of 1973
Ronald F. Schwartz, 64, died on Aug. 8, 2019. Ron was a

proud graduate of Western Reserve Academy. After leaving
WRA, he earned a degree from the University of Chicago,
a Master of Arts and post-masters at King’s College in
London, and a PhD in literature and theology in 1998. Ron
had a keen sense of humor as well as a love for all things
academic and/or theological. He loved swimming, Zumba
and biking. He is survived by his husband of 16 years, the
Rev. Kevin Corbin Smith.
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Board of Trustees

Special Trustees

Board of Visitors

Andrew R. Midler ‘79
Co-President
Timothy R. Warner ‘69
Co-President
Stephan W. Cole ‘66
Vice President
John M. Fowler ‘67
Treasurer
Mark J. Welshimer ‘69
Secretary
Daniel H. Bayly ‘65
H. William Christ
Suzanne Day ‘87
Gavin J. Domm ‘87
Warren W. Farr III ‘80
Dagmar F. Fellowes ‘75
Martin D. Franks ‘68
Olin J. Heestand Jr. ‘62
John P. Hewko ‘75
Clifton D. Hood ‘72
Dale G. Kramer ‘70
Nathaniel E. Leonard ‘82
Cecily P. Maguire ‘78
Anne Cacioppo Manganaro ‘75
Xuning Wang
Kathleen A. Wood ‘02
Jason M. Wortendyke ‘94
Anthony Wynshaw-Boris ‘73

Suzanne Walker Buck
Head of School
Vincent D. Brookins Jr. ‘16
College Trustee
Mark A. Slotnik ‘87
Dads Club President
Lauren King
Pioneer Women’s Association
President
Kristin Samuel Kuhn ‘98
Alumni Association Board
President

Allison L. Cole ‘93
Co-Chair
Hayes B. Gladstone ‘79
Co-Chair
Lauren M. Anderson ‘97
William C. Austin ‘06
Jeffrey S. Caimi ‘90
Christopher S. Carabell ‘82
Angela Darling Carrano ‘86
Daniel C. Crowder ‘12
Oliver R. P. Curtiss ‘11
Menna H. Demessie ‘98
Philip E. Franz ‘00
Annetta M. Hewko ‘78
Peter W. Howard ‘64
Emily H. Kalis ‘12
John G. Kirk ‘56 (Emeritus)
John B. Missing ‘74
Lorraine Debose Montgomery ‘93
Thomas G. Murdough III ‘87
Gregory Pennington ‘71
Benjamin W. Perks ‘60
Ahmad Raza ‘08
Richard M. Sands ‘78
Thomas D. Schlobohm Jr. ‘99
Thomas F. Seligson ‘69
Charles L. Tramel II ‘79
Howard C. Walker ‘88
Hunter N. Wright ‘05
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Trustee Emeriti
Peter S. Hellman ‘68
David M. Hunter ‘68
T. Dixon Long ‘51
Robert T. Michael ‘60
John D. Ong
Mark R. Tercek ‘75

Alumni Association
Board
Kristin Samuel Kuhn ‘98
President
Priya Maseelall ‘92
Co-Vice President
Michael VanBuren ‘99
Co-Vice President
Christopher V. Wortendyke ‘97
Secretary
Angela D. Carrano ‘86
Stanton L. Cole ‘54
Natalie DiNunzio ‘08
David H. Flechner ‘96
Jessica J. Gruden ‘09
Paul J. Jacques ‘84
Chad A. Jasiunas ‘93
Robert E. C. Little ‘51
Robert A. Marias ‘94
Evan McCauley ‘07
Robert G. Murray ‘14
David P. Myers ‘02
Eric Rauckhorst ‘12
Dana M. Schwarzkopf ‘84
Rebecca Shaw ‘05
Dylan Sheridan ‘02
Kimberly H. Slotnik ‘87
Mark A. Slotnik ‘87
Lynn Ogden Weary ‘79
Jonathon R. Whittlesey ‘01
Han-Seul (Lena) Yoon ‘07

We’re Here because of you.
You are as much a part of our tradition as Brick Row, Morning Meetings and gathering in the Chapel for a candle-lit
Vespers. Your support ensures that we continue to preserve the history of Reserve and the future of our Pioneers.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.
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SAVE THE DATE

JUNE 5–7, 2020

