
 
August 10, 2020 
 
Re: Recommendations for Summit County K-12 School Reopening 
 
The mission of Summit County Public Health (SCPH) is to protect and promote the health of the 
entire community through programs and activities designed to address the safety, health and 
well-being of the people who live in Summit County. Since the beginning of the Covid-19 
pandemic, SCPH has worked to implement disease mitigation strategies and provide guidance 
and technical assistance to our communities.  
 
SCPH understands the importance of students being in school for their academic advancement, 
social development, and well-being. However, these are unprecedented and uncertain times. 
The novel Covid-19 virus continues to pose a significant risk to our students, teachers, staff and 
the community.  
 
SCPH has worked closely with schools to answer questions, provide solutions and create 
individualized approaches to the unique challenges and situations that exist across the county. 
SCPH has reviewed the school districts’ plans and believes that the school districts took great 
measures to come up with the most safe and effective way to get the students back in school.  
 
Could reopening schools lead to increased rates of Covid-19?  
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there is evidence which suggests 
that reopening schools may be low risk in communities with low Covid-19 transmission rates. At 
this time, Summit County, Ohio is not experiencing low transmission rates. The CDC goes on to 
say that schools reopening may further increase spread in communities where transmission is 
already high. Based on the data outlined below, the opinion of Summit County Public Health is 
that our community is actively experiencing significant and sustained community transmission of 
Covid-19.  While it is less likely that children will experience adverse outcomes like death, it 
does increase the likelihood of infection.   
 
 
What data does SCPH consider in making these recommendations? 



 Summit County: From 6/20 to 7/20, the 7-day average case count increased from 
9.3 to 36.6 cases/per day; from 7/1 to 7/31, the 7-day average case count 
increased from 23.9 to 48.9 cases/ per day. 
 

 In Summit County 93% of cases are in non-congregate settings meaning that 
93% of cases are from community spread; During the four week period of July 8 
to August 4, 2020 only 82 of 1126 cases have been linked to congregate living 
settings; 
 

 In the past 14 days (July 26 to August 8, 2020) the new cases per capita was 
117 cases per 100,000.  This was over two times the 50 cases per 100,000 
threshold designated by the Ohio Department of Health as an indicator of high 
COVID-19 community transmission. 

 

 From 7/7 to 8/8, the seven-day average case rate/100,000 is remaining steady or 
increasing and is in the 6-9 cases/100,000 range. This indicates wide community 
spread. In other countries that are seeing successful school reopening, this rate 
is around 3 cases/100,000 or less.  

 

 There have been 271 children and teens aged of 19 or less that have been 
reported as Covid-19 cases in Summit County; 
 

 SCPH has investigated multiple situations and outbreaks with reported Covid-19 
case(s) coaching and/or attending practices, and these cases were at times 
involved with other activities (e.g. dance, cheerleading, multiple teams);  

 

 Testing availability is limited for children under the age of 18; 
 

 COVID-19 hospitalizations, ICU admissions, and COVID-19 patients on ventilator 
support are all steady or rising;  

 

 Summit County has been in the red or orange categories In the Ohio Public 
Health Advisory System throughout July. In both the red and orange 
categories, the recommendation is to decrease interactions outside of the 
household. 



 

 
Due to the status of Covid-19 in Summit County, SCPH has identified modes of learning and 
sorted them based on risk-level. Ultimately, it is the decision of each district regarding the mode 
of learning selected, and Public Health supports districts that choose a remote, in-person and/ 
or a hybrid option.  

 
Below are our recommendations in order of risk for disease spread and 
transmission for the 2020/2021 school year: 
 

 
 
 
 



 
What can we provide weekly to schools and communities to monitor the status of 
these options? 
 
SCPH will continue to evaluate surveillance data and communicate observations with school 
partners as the school year progresses. SCPH will monitor the following: 
 

 Overall level of risk as defined by the Ohio Public Health Advisory Alert System, 
including the 7 indicators listed below:  

o New cases per capita 
o Sustained increase in new cases 
o Proportion of cases not in a congregate living settings 
o Sustained increase in ED visits for COVID-like illness 
o Sustained increase in outpatient visits for COVID-like illness 
o Sustained increase in COVID  hospital admissions 
o Intensive Care Unit bed occupancy 

 Weekly trends in overall number of cases for children 

 Weekly trends in the number of cases associated with schools/childcare/sport settings 

 Significant increase in capacity of testing for youth 
 

When can students return to school?  
 
In order to recommend the safe return of all students, SCPH would need to see the majority of 
the following indicators change:  

1) Sustained declining cases in Summit County for ideally for 4-6 weeks;  
2) A move to a yellow- risk status as defined by the Ohio Public Health Advisory System;  
3) Increased testing capacity for youth; 
4) A decrease in hospitalizations, which is a marker for community spread.  

 
School districts need to remain nimble and to modify strategies on a real time basis that assures 
the safety of everyone. By following these recommendations, we not only protect the students, 
but we protect the school staff and student’s family members as well. We appreciate your 
willingness to review our considerations for the safety of all.  
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