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Welcome to Western Reserve Academy! Whether you are a new mom, returning 

mom or an alumni mom, welcome!

We started the year off with beautiful weather, delicious food and very tasty sangria 
at the Pioneer Women’s Association (PWA) and Dads Club Back to School BBQ – an 
event that has come to mark the official start of the school year at WRA! If you were 

there, you were sure to reunite with old friends and hopefully had the chance to 
meet some new friends.

As the school year unfolds, there will be many opportunities for you to be a part of 

the community at Western Reserve Academy. There are a variety of ways for 

parents to feel a part of their students’ lives – whether they are day students or

boarders – if you are willing to get involved.

The mission of the PWA is to enhance the quality of student life at WRA and 

facilitate communication between WRA faculty, staff, administration and parents. 

The more involved I am, the more I see how the things we do support our mission.

From the Birthday Cake delivery to a Parent Dialogue with the WRA faculty to 

planning the Back to School Bash or Bicknell Bonanza, the committees of the PWA

continually work toward enriching the WRA experience.

In addition to devoting time to one of the many committees or events sponsored by 
the PWA, I encourage you to take notice of the Annual Fund. No matter what the 
size, every gift makes a difference. The collective generosity of our community has a

positive impact on our students and WRA as a whole – from the classroom to the 

athletic fields, from the art studios to the dorms. Giving to the Annual Fund is an

extraordinarily meaningful way to become involved in the life and growth of this 
organization.

In closing, I would like to say that during my last year here at WRA, I feel very 
privileged to have the opportunity to serve the PWA and WRA. As my daughter, 

Cristen, will graduate this May, I am forced to reflect on how my involvement with 

the PWA has allowed me to meet some wonderful people. I have made lasting 
friendships and been inspired by some of the most dedicated educators and 

professional people that I have ever met. Please make the most of your time here at 
Western Reserve Academy, it truly does go by fast! Check out the parent portal and 
learn how you can get involved! 

Respectfully, 

Wendy Barnett 

President, PWA 

(Cristen '16)
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Dear Pioneer Women, 

By now the students, and the rest of the community, are 
accustomed to the rhythms of the new school year. In 
response to the excessive heat of the first few weeks, we  
allowed the community to dress informally in “Saturday 
Academy” dress. I hope this provided a break from the 
heat and allowed the students to focus on their activities 
and be more comfortable. 

I would like to thank the Pioneer Women’s Association for 
hosting the annual Back to School Bash on Saturday, Aug. 
29. I saw the rocket car speeding around town (in fact,
rumor has it the Hudson Police found the rocket car as
well).  Clearly, the students had an enjoyable evening.  I
would like to thank the Pioneer Women’s Association for
all of their efforts in making this event possible at the
beginning of the school year.

Parents’ Weekend is not far away.  You will find the 
schedule for Parents’ Weekend posted. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to meet faculty and learn more about a 
Western Reserve Academy education. 

Once again, thank you for everything you do for WRA.

Sincerely, 

Christopher D. Burner 
Head of School 

From the Desk of Head of School Christopher D. Burner ’80 
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Parent Dialogues are a great way for parents to interact with the school and learn more 
about topics relevant to students. This year’s first Parent Dialogue was the Faculty Forum on 
Saturday, Sept. 12.  

During the forum, WRA faculty members explained their role in fulfilling WRA’s mission, 
both in the classroom and beyond. The panel  featured Kate Mueller, Assistant Head of School, 
along with Wanda Boesch (Science), Nick Cheadle (Modern & Classical Languages), Russ 
Morrison (History), and Jennifer Nagano and Elizabeth Wirtz (both Mathematics). To view 
the webcast of these programs, go to the PWA page on the WRA website and click the link for 
Parent Dialogues.   

By Camille Kuri (Sammy ’14, Peter’16 & Phillip’18) and Lynn Swoope (Efrem '16) 

Parents and faculty discussions 

Reserve Green goes green and generates greenbacks 

The sale was held on Monday, Aug. 24, during registration, and included 17 Reserve Green blazers 
and five kilts (in addition to shirts, navy blazers and pants). It generated more than $1,600 in 
sales. Our thanks to Martinizing Cleaners for donating all the dry cleaning. Thanks also to the 

parents who generously donated blazers and gently used clothing. We had a particularly great 

supply of Green Blazers this year. Please keep us in mind for future donations.  You can drop off 

donations at the book store. 

The sale is great for many reasons:

 All of the money goes back to the students and supports events like Bicknell Bonanza, Prom,

Sadie Hawkins dance and Dorm Feeds

 Students can save money by purchasing used blazers

 We are supporting a “green” environment by recycling clothing

By Karen Meehan (Connor ’17) and Milissa Nagy (Joshua ‘18) 

Exciting events in store for Pioneer Women 

The Moms’ Network committee has some exciting get-togethers planned for Pioneer 
Women. Look for for forthcoming event details in this space and in your inbox. Future 
gatherings include: tea with the owner of The Secret Tea Society; coffee at Open 
Door Coffee Company while learning framing techniques at Hudson Fine Art and 
Framing; and a wine and painting event at North End.   

By Natalie Bohan (Otto '16) and Kim Wepler (Cortland ’17, Clayton ’18 & Camille '19) 

mailto:lynnswoope@aim.com
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WRA students enjoyed an exciting and energized night during the Back to School Bash

(BTSB) on Saturday, Aug. 29. A DJ spun tunes while the Rocket Car sped around campus.

Students got BTSB t-shirts and temporary tattoos at the Spirit Station and played lawn

games including four square, Frisbee golf, corn hole and volleyball. Dinner included hot 

dogs and hamburgers off the grill served with pasta salad, homemade potato chips and 

cookies. Sno-Kones, cotton candy and popcorn rounded out the treats. All in all, it was a

great evening put on by the Student Activities Committee.  

By Tamera Procop (London ’18), Karen Meehan 

(Connor ’17), Kim Smith (Sarah ’17) and 

Kathryn Wiggam (George ’18 & Calvin ’19) 

   Students welcomed with tees, tunes and treats 



What cake flavors you can order for your child’s birthday?

Choose from chocolate, pink marble, white, yellow, banana and carrot cakes, with fillings like lemon, 

pineapple, raspberry and Bavarian Crème. You can order Celebration Cakes on the PWA page of the 

WRA website.  

What do a Chinese New Year Celebration, robotics kits, a weather station, chairs for the 

music department and an author visit have in common? 

Last year, PWA funded all of them through our Allocations Committee, with $10,000 raised by 

moms. 

What’s the most popular WRA charm to date? 

WRA’s iconic Chapel building is the favorite among the tiny replicas of the Chapel, The Victory Bell 
(with or without clapper) and the WRA logo. Each charm comes in a gift box with a Reserve Green 
ribbon and a historical description written by Reserve Archivist & Historian Tom Vince. 

How many donuts and bagels did students and faculty consume during PWA’s Exam Week 

Coffee house last December?  

86 dozen donuts and 14 dozen bagels! Along with 20 gallons of juice, served by 21 PWA members. 

Look for the call for volunteers in December this year.

What food can you buy at the concession stands for WRA sporting events? 

PWA sells drinks, hot dogs, popcorn, pretzels and nachos with homemade queso at the MAC and 

mobile trailer concession stands. Last year, the Concessions volunteers covered 50 WRA sporting 

events!  

When was Ellsworth transformed into a French café? 

During the last Faculty/Staff Appreciation Breakfast, when PWA members served WRA’s dedicated 
faculty and staff members a French-inspired brunch. Look for this year’s theme and an opportunity 
to help! 

Where can you buy gently-used WRA blazers and kilts? 

PWA collects items from families and sells them during registration each August and throughout the 

year at the Campus Store. You can support the PWA both through donation and purchases.  

Why do dorm feed volunteers always look so happy?

Nobody gets a bigger welcome than parents bearing pizza to a dorm! PWA sponsors dorm feeds 

around campus seven times a year, with treats ranging from Swensons burgers to cupcakes and ice 

cream.   

The Pioneer Women’s Association does so much for Reserve! Come lend a hand this year – it’s fun 

and a great way to meet other parents! 
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The PWA has many ways to raise funds for all the exciting events we hold for our 
students. One of our efforts is selling merchandise both online and through the campus 
store. We encourage you to consider purchasing these items, especially for gift giving 
for birthdays and holidays. The following items can be found in the campus store: 
beautiful afghans that depict scenes from around campus, art prints of the Antiques 
Festival by locally renowned artist Hilary Sheeter, PWA cookbooks (there are very few 
left) and Turvis Tumblers. 

Last year, we were pleased to introduce three sterling silver charms of the Chapel, the 
Victory Bell and the WRA letters, which have been very popular for alumni, parents, 
faculty and students. Be sure to stop by the Campus Store or check out these items 
at WRA.net.  Thank you for supporting our efforts. 

By Chris Hulsey (Nathan '12, Nick '17) 

Great gift ideas 

In our efforts to keep a good handle on PWA-related expenses and income, we have 

two requests for all committee chairs: 

 Please turn in all expenses to the Business Office within 30 days of incurring that expense.

 Please complete a monthly expense/income report. This will allow us to anticipate 
expenses/income and make sure everything is properly accounted for on both the WRA and 
PWA reports. Committee chairs can expect to receive an email with a sample report in the 
next couple of weeks. 

If you ever have any questions, please feel free to email us at gasbarrea@att.net or

linda_morris@roadrunner.com  

By Linda Morris, Treasurer (Rachel '16) and

Amy Gasbarre, Assistant Treasurer   (Julia '17)

http://wra.net/
mailto:gasbarrea@att.net
mailto:linda_morris@roadrunner.com
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Easing the stress of exams 

Pioneer Women: we want to feature you 

Pioneer Women, this first issue is a slim one, but we hope to pack the next edition 
with details of all the wonderful work done by your committees. Please send us lots 
of pictures, so we can all see the smiles on the kids’ faces when you show up with 
pizza and ice cream during a dorm feed or when you offer coffee and a hug during 
exam week coffee house. Send comments, questions and, most importantly, news 
to anur@roadrunner.com and calsully@me.com. 

We are also looking for someone to help with the newsletter, so please let us know 
if you have design/layout experience or enjoy writing and proofreading. (Perks: this 
is one PWA volunteer position you can do in your PJs. And if there is a meeting, 
you can count on caffeine and/or wine). 

By Anu Ramakrishnan (Neel ’16) and Mary Sullivan (Liam '16) 

By Jackie Paparella (Maria ’16), Kathy Croasdaile (Daniel ’17) and 

Candy Howard (Cole '17)

Each year, the PWA sponsors Exam Week Coffee for the students in the WRAp Room (which is 

located in the basement of Seymour). This year it will be held from Dec. 14–18, 2015 and again in
the spring from May 23–26, 2016. It is a very popular event for our students.

We provide donuts, bagels, fruit, yogurt, cheese sticks, granola bars, coffee, tea, hot chocolate, juice 

and other snacks for exam-takers. We are looking for volunteers to help serve, “encourage” 

students and clean up each day 

Exam Week Coffee is held each morning of exam week. There are two shifts each day. We are 

looking for volunteers to work either 7–9 a.m. or 9–11 a.m. Look for your opportunity to sign up for

a shift in early December. 

mailto:anur@roadrunner.com
mailto:calsully@me.com



