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Dear Pioneer Women,  

Well, we are certainly off to a terrific start! 

We already have several successful events under our 
belts. The Back to School Barbecue was well attended 
and enjoyed, and the Back to School Bash was its  
traditional tons of fun. Now, our fundraising team is 
ready to charm you with its creativity – see details 
inside. The Concessions Committee has improved 
our product offering and has more tasty treats in 
store, while Celebration Cakes has already set a rec-
ord in orders. Our Used Blazer & Kilt sale has made 
lots of moms and students happy, and we have al-
ready learned from a Parent Dialogue and a CCIS meeting. 

Please forgive me if I left anything or anyone out of that list. There is so much  
going on and there are so many moms (and dads) hard at work to make our  
students’ WRA experience even more memorable. It really is exciting. 

And there is so much more to come. Be sure to visit the Parent Portal and check 
out the list of committees that work throughout the school year. There just might 
be something you’ll want to get involved in. Note that many committees have flex-
ible schedules. And speaking of getting involved, we do have several NEW  
projects we’re trying out this year. We sure could use YOUR input! 

For the first time ever, Pioneer Women and Dads Club will be holding an online 
auction during the month of January.  All of our beloved auction items (team  
photos, signed class chairs, parking spaces, graduation seats and more) will be  
presented to the entire, worldwide WRA parent audience. Now, whether you live 
near or far, every Reserve family can participate! 

Then on February 6, PWA and Dads Club will be hosting a special gathering.  
Details are yet to be determined, but you can bet you will not want to miss it. Put 
that on your calendar now! There’s much going on, much to do, and much fun to 
be had. Won’t you please jump in and be a part of it? I hope you do! 

Enjoy the upcoming Parents’ Weekend, a special time visiting our beautiful cam-
pus. I look forward to meeting, seeing and working with you soon. 

Please mark your calendars! The next PWA general meeting is Saturday, November 8 from 

9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the MAC All-Purpose Room. While your children are at their ECHO, 

come hear about all the PWA activities, talk with other moms, and enjoy coffee, tea, and 

baked goods. See you then! 
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Dear Pioneer Women’s Association, 

As we move on from the opening of school and into the fall  
season, our students are busy attending classes and other  
campus events, including ones by the Pioneer Women that add 
to our community.  Early in the school year, the Pioneer Women 
hosted the Back to School Bash, which included a return of the 
popular Rocket Car.  The PWA also hosted the first of several 
Parent Dialogues with a faculty panel that included:  Robert 
Aguilar, Katie Bonomo, Lisabeth Robinson, Judy Chen and Matt 
Peterson.  The dialogue was highly successful and even included 
Judy singing a song from a Chinese opera – if you did not attend, 
I urge you to watch the video on the Parent Portal.  The Parent 
Dialogues are wonderful opportunities for you to learn more 
about the people and programs at Western Reserve Academy. 

I am pleased with the new school year.  After early athletics, freshman orientation and now 
Parents’ Weekend, the students have successfully made the transition to the new academic 
year.  I hope you have had an opportunity to connect with your child’s advisor and to learn 
more about the academic environment of Western Reserve Academy.  As showcased in the 
first Parent Dialogue, we have a highly dedicated faculty and staff at Western Reserve  
Academy and, in my view, they all create an exciting educational community for your  
students. 

I hope to see you during activities on campus throughout the fall.  Thank you for all you do 
on behalf of the students at Western Reserve Academy.  

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 

Christopher D. Burner 
Head of School 
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Faculty Corner...A Conversation with Midge Karam ‘79 

Margaret “Midge” Karam 
’79 has poured her heart, 
soul and voice into WRA’s 
music program since 1992, 
conducting the Academy 
Choir and Orchestra and 
directing the musical. Also 
involved in social mission 
and environmental  
projects, she spent the last 
year travelling the world 
on sabbatical. She sat 
down with PWA in an airy 
practice room in Hayden 

Hall to talk about her life and work at WRA.  

How did you come to be a student here? 

When I was freshman at Stow High School, I learned 
about WRA from a classmate of mine who was stud-
ying for the entrance exam. Even though it was al-
ready late May, I took the test and got in. I have three 
younger sisters and my dad was a school teacher, so 
we didn’t have much money — we used to finger-
paint on the refrigerator because paper was expen-
sive. So we had a family meeting to decide if I could 
go to WRA, and I came, entering as a sophomore.  

Had you always planned on a career in music?  

I was a math and science kid — I wanted to do genet-
ics research. At WRA I took choir and got serious 
about it junior year, when [then-music director] Bill 
Appling suggested I take voice lessons.  

I chose the University of Rochester for college so I 
could have strong science and do music on the side 
at the Eastman School of Music.  

How did you make the decision to switch from  
science to the arts?   

I didn’t do well on a test because I’d gone to a con-
cert the night before, and had to go see my incredibly 
brilliant organic chemistry professor. He didn’t yell 
at me but really asked me what I felt about research 
and about music. We had a real conversation. He 
said: “I love chemistry the way you love music, and I 
think you should think about that.”  

I have always listened to my heart as much as my 
head — every time I don’t, things go awry. So I de-
cided to switch to music, and I called my parents. My 

mom may have still wished that I would cure cancer, 
but they both ended up saying, “Do what you love.” 
My dad asked for one concession: that I go for music 
education rather than music performance. So I did, 
getting degrees in both English and music education. 

How did you get into teaching, and to WRA?  

I was attending grad school at Ohio State University, 
studying performance, and I fell by accident into a 
teaching job in southern Ohio. Then my mom called 
with the news that WRA needed a music director. I 
interviewed, although it was late in the process.  

I found that there were only 12 kids in choir and not 
much else going on. [Former Headmaster] Skip 
Flanagan, who had already decided to hire another 
guy, asked me, “Why should I hire you?” I said: 
“Because you need me! It makes me angry that my 
school let this happen. And I can fix things.”  

[Laughs] Skip told me later that I got the job because I 
was “tactfully aggressive.” 

How did you build the program? 

My first year here, I did anything I could to recruit 
kids to music. I was master in North Hall; I coached, 
I got male teachers to sing at Vespers. I got the choir 
up to 18 that year and did the musical.  

This year we have 43 in choir, a strong violin section 
in orchestra, and I’m teaching AP music theory. It’s a 
blast. The years have flown by; I still feel like a new 
kid. 

Can you tell us three of your favorite things about 
WRA?  

THE KIDS, THE KIDS, THE KIDS! They feed my 
soul every day. I love the challenge — their orneri-
ness, their  creativity. There’s nothing better than see-
ing the expression on kids’ faces when they do some-
thing they didn’t know they could do. They look 
around to see who made that noise — and realize 
that they did. Helping a kid unlock his potential--I 
absolutely love that. 
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You’re known as someone who’s not afraid of having 
kids play and sing challenging music.  

I get that from Bill Appling, who had incredible  
standards. It’s about what kids deserve—excellence. 
They feed my soul and I have to pay that back. I’m  
always thinking, “What will feed their souls?” They 
deserve that.  

We don’t ask kids to read children’s versions of  
Shakespeare and I don’t ask them to sing easy versions 
of Mozart choruses. And I never let them think the  
music is hard.  What’s hard is taking the risk, making 
the decision to sing and to put themselves out there. I 
can teach them the notes, but they do the hard thing by 
being willing to try. 

Tell us about your work in social mission.  

I have loved that; I built programs that others are  
taking over now, but I’m still involved, for example in 
working in the orphanage in Ghana.  

How was your sabbatical year? 

As much as I love my job, not working was pretty cool! 
I traveled. I was in Ghana for 2 months and taught in 
India for 3 weeks. I went to the Himalayas with my 
husband Ed Wiles (WRA music teacher and Director of 
the Reserve Symphonic Winds and Reserve Jazz Project 
from 2003 to 2013). I traveled with my parents, and  
visited Turkey and Israel; I was at some of the holiest 
sites of all three major religions. And I walked the El 
Camino de Santiago pilgrimage in Spain, almost 800 
kilometers. I met incredible people, my Camino family. 
I sang while walking—one of the few times in my adult 
life that I sang without caring about quality, sang with 
abandon. I did other informal singing and a few  
performances, including a special night at a monastery 
where I sang Amazing Grace. Then I flew home in time 
to hear Ann Yu (’14) play the solo violin at Severance 
Hall.  

[Laughs] I may be paying that year off forever, but it 
was worth it. Life is short—do stuff!  

That sounds like a motto.  

[Laughs] It works! I feel incredibly blessed and grateful 
to the school and to Ed for his support. I’m so happy 
that he’s taking time now to do what moves him. He 
splits his time between here and Columbus, doing 
wonderful stuff playing organ at Trinity Lutheran  
Seminary and being with family. 

Tell us about the musical this year.   

It’s The Adams Family and opening night is Halloween. 
We have a bunch of talented young men and this  
musical has good roles for them. I saw it on Broadway 
in New York City with WRA kids — it’s campy and 
fun, and has really interesting stuff for the chorus to do. 

That’s one of my primary requirements for choosing a 
musical. I never want kids to feel they are “just” a 
member of the chorus — I want them to feel they are  
integral to the show. In this musical the chorus is a 
whole set of Adams Family Ancestors. There’s a cave 
man, a flapper, a bride and more, and each one is a 
character.  We have a wonderful cast. We also have 
some incredibly talented kids who don’t have large 
roles and for whom I have good ideas for featuring in 
upcoming performances. 

So many aspects of your life seem to be about giving 
back to others. How did you come to that?  

 [Suddenly serious.] I have incredible parents.  I grew up 
grateful, always. My dad is the hardest-working person 
I’ve ever known.  My mother turns everything into an 
adventure — she's always making memories. I grew up 
assuming that you work hard and you do what you 
love so it doesn’t feel like work, and you do many 
things.  

I’ve had all these opportunities to see the world. As a 
young person, I always wanted to do that but thought 
that it was for a different kind of person. I guess I’ve 
become that kind of intrepid explorer. 

I lead with my heart and always have. Even when life 
wasn’t perfect, I have always had the sense that I live a 
really blessed life. What a great thing to do, to teach 
great kids and work with these great colleagues and 
live in this beautiful place. I’m doing what I was meant 
to do.  

Any last thoughts for the 
moms of WRA kids? 

THANK YOU for sharing 
your kids. Moms try to pro-
tect their kids, yet the best 
part of my job is when kids 
take risks. I’m saying to 
them, “Jump! Go do it!” So 
thank you for your trust. I 
will take care of them. 

 

 

By Elizabeth Culotta (Peter ‘15)  
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At the end of the El Camino pilgrimage 
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Mr. Peterson, English Department Chair at WRA, smiled as he looked around the room. “You’re not 
going to believe this,” he said, “but you’re sitting in the exact places where your kids usually sit.” 
The parents sitting around the big table burst into laughter.  

Parents’ Weekend at WRA is almost here! Mark your calendars for Friday, September 26 and Satur-
day, September 27.  This weekend gives parents a chance to take a seat in our children’s classrooms 
and get a glimpse into what they will study over the course of the year. It also offers parents a look 
at our kids’ sports, music and art programs. “The theme for the weekend is to let parents experience 
school the way their kids do,” says Kate Mueller, Assistant Head of School. “Our kids are so busy 
and don’t always have time to share all that they do.” 

On Friday afternoon, parents can attend a presentation by faculty members and meet their child’s 
advisor, then stop in at Wilson to meet other parents at a PWA/Dads Club reception. Dinner follows 
at Ellsworth Hall. On Saturday morning, parents get a broad overview of students’ courses, books, 
and curriculum as well as an introduction to the teacher when they meet each of their children’s 
teachers in a classroom setting. 

While the Saturday program is a long-standing tradition at WRA, what is now Parents’ Weekend 
has evolved over the last few years. The school surveyed parents after the last few Parents’ Week-
ends and heard that parents wanted to have individual conversations with teachers. This year, par-
ents can meet teachers at the classroom session, and at lunch and dinner, as well as at other times if 
they have specific questions for a particular teacher. The school heard that parents of seniors wanted 
more time with the college counselors, so that has also been added to the schedule. The date has 
been moved up on the calendar to September instead of October and gives advisors a chance to  
discuss some of the interim grades.  

An evening program has been added on Friday, so parents can preview the school’s dance, music 
and theater programs. The art rooms will also be open for parents to walk around and see their  
children’s art. And more athletic events have been added, so parents can attend those as well.  
“I hope parents feel welcome and enjoy the experience,” says Kate.  

Parents’ Weekend schedule of events 

Be “In the Know” 
Back to School for Parents 

By Anu Ramakrishnan (Neel ‘16) 

http://www.wra.net/uploaded/documents/portal/parent/2014-15_ParentsWeekend.pdf
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Every day the students, faculty and administration of Western Reserve Academy traverse the 
quad, from building to building. Seymour Hall, Hayden Hall, Wilson and Ellsworth are titles that 
are woven throughout each school day. The classrooms, dorms and lab buildings are all grand 
structures bearing the name of their donors. John D. Ong, Murdough, Woodhouse, Metcalf and 
more wouldn’t exist without the vision of a generous benefactor. The names are daily reminders 
of those who came before; of those who put their trust in the hallowed halls of WRA and contrib-
uted to its permanence. One needs only to glance up at the signage above each entrance to know 
where the funding originated. 

Take a closer look around campus. Look under trees, on the walls and inside library books and 
you will find numerous plaques, markers and bookplates recognizing other donors and memori-
alizing students and faculty. The memorials, acknowledgments and donations abound. They’re 

not as obvious as the buildings, but history is rooted deep in the dirt, high on the walls and forever on shelves. 

Recently I met with Tom Vince, Archivist and Historian, to learn more about the history of trees at WRA. 
Speaking almost to himself, he said, “Do I have a file? Yes! I have a file on trees at the Academy.” Then disap-
pearing for a moment he emerged with a file labeled “Trees.” Tom was then able to expand on the host of spe-
cial trees around campus. 

Start at the hockey pond. Sixty-two trees encircle the pond to celebrate each graduating student in the class of 
1951. The trees were given by David J. Golden ’51 as a surprise for his classmates upon their return to campus 
for their 50th reunion in June, 2001. Species range from the Bald Cypress and Dawn Redwood to Japanese 
Larch and Ginkgo, and are replaced if they die. Beneath each tree is a bronze plaque that identifies each class 
member. The hockey pond is truly a better place with these and other memorial trees planted around its pe-
rimeter.   

Next time you pull into KFAC circle, notice the grove of trees to your left. Twelve trees were originally plant-
ed there in memory of Irving L. Robinson (nicknamed “Robbie”), a well-liked French teacher and dorm master 
from 1953-1967. A memorial fund was created to plant the trees after his untimely death in Corsica June 25, 
1971. As reported by the Alumnae Record in the fall of 1971, “A grove of trees sounds like a fine memorial for 
a tremendous teacher, a good man and a true friend.” The trees were planted in 1972, and 130 families and 
individuals contributed to the fund. 

There are plaques on rocks along Brick Row, Chapel Street and beyond marking single trees planted in 
memory of former students and faculty. There is a tree planted by the class of 2006 to honor Earth Day. 
There’s a lovely grove of Beech trees on the quad behind Woodhouse that commemorates Frederick Schuyler 
Frazier ’75, known as Fritz, who died of cancer while at Reserve.“ This memorial, given by Frederick’s family, 
was probably spearheaded by Fritz’ brother, Ian Frazier ’69,” according to Vince. 

Inside many of the buildings at WRA is an impressive display of portraits. Typically the portraits, hanging in 
prominence throughout the campus buildings, have been commissioned for faculty and leaders at WRA upon 
retirement. However, the portrait of John C. Camp hanging in the MAC concessions area was donated by for-
mer students after his death in 1977. “Mr. Camp taught chemistry from 1959-1973,” says Vince, “but he did 
not retire from WRA. The portrait was commissioned as a memorial to this popular coach and teacher.” 

Portraits at WRA surpass the predictable. There’s a wonderful sketch of Mark Twain on the second floor of the 
library given in memory of Jon F. Katz ’70 by his family. I was lucky to have a private tour with Library  
Director Holly Bunt in which she pointed out this and other fine memorials in the library.   

 

Ties to Tradition 
There’s more than meets the eye. 
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The earliest donations of books to the library were by the school’s greatest benefactor James W. Ellsworth. Ac-
cording to Tom Vince, “Mr. Ellsworth was quite a collector and he left many books to our library. Most have his 
signature or a distinctive bookplate.” The earliest example of alumni coming together to honor an individual 
with books was in the late 1940s or early 1950s when Blake Eilbeck ’25 established a memorial fund to honor his 
mother Mary B. Eilbeck, who was the school’s librarian from 1924-1946. “This early memorial fund was for 
books in the graphic arts collection specifically to honor Mary B. Eilbeck, and were most likely distinguished by 
a special book plate,” says Tom. 

Of particular note at the library is the $53,000 gift for books from the class of 1976 in memory of fellow classmate 
Bill Ross, who died in an automobile accident not long after graduation. Bill was an active member of the Re-
serve Record Staff and was interested in a journalism career. The original gift coincided with the class’s 25th re-
union and each time the class has had a reunion since, there is an effort to support the book fund. The original 
gift from the class of 1976 also coincided with the 2001 opening of the John D. Ong Library and this gift, along 
with a gift from the Ross family, helped ensure there were enough books in the collection to fill the new space. 
The library has purchased 1325 titles following the guidelines established by the class of 1976;  159 of the titles 
reflected Bill’s interest in journalism and writing. The Ross family continues to fund their gift in memory of their 
son. 

Walk the halls. Read the plaques. Look under trees. Slow down and read the fine print. There’s a history of giv-
ing, memorializing and honoring those who have come before us at Western Reserve Academy. This history has 
had an immense impact on the beauty and richness of the school. Close to the Hockey Pond there’s a plaque 
which sums it up well. It marks a tree given in loving memory of Earl A. Holmes ’59 and reads, “He who plants 
a tree plants hope,”  reminding us of the  perpetual hope for each and every student at Western Reserve Acade-
my to strive for excellence, live with integrity and act with compassion.   

 

Plaques and memorials around the WRA Campus. 

 

Ties to Tradition, Continued 
There’s more than meets the eye. 

By Nancy Forhan (Chris ’08, Annie ’10, Allison ’12 

& Sarah ’15) 
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Independent Schools Look into the Future of Education 

The first Cleveland Council of Independent Schools (CCIS) meeting of the year took place on Septem-
ber 10.  Head of Hawken School D. Scott Looney spoke on “The Future of Education,” analyzing our 
educational system and offering suggestions to improve it. According to him, independent schools are 
better positioned than many public and even private schools and can help lead the way to improve-
ment.  Below are excerpts from his speech:* 

Companies like The College Board, Princeton Review and US News and World Report magazine have co
-opted the selective college admission process so pervasively that they are influencing the direction of 
American public and private education in ways that directly counter the findings of studies on teach-
ing and learning.  The system that we have in place is fundamentally broken for a variety of reasons:    

Standardization: We have moved from a model that focuses on the individual learner to a model that 
emphasizes efficiency.  Multiple choice evaluations are easy to grade, but do not assess higher order 
thinking skills of the student.  The “best” way to teach is probably not the best way to learn. 

Character: Non-cognitive skills, or character traits are more important than grades in many instances. 
For example, CEOs and many college presidents want students who exhibit leadership, creativity, 
teamwork and good problem solving abilities, yet these are not reflected in a student’s GPA. College 
Boards (ACT and SAT) have become increasingly important yet they do not take character into consid-
eration. 

Administration: In many schools the only way for teachers to get a promotion is to advance to admin-
istration and give up teaching duties. Therefore, we are losing our good teachers in the classroom.   

 

There seems to be an “awakening” in education. We must prepare our students for the needs of the 
21st century. The MacArthur Foundation says we need to move from the industrial educational model 
to an organic model. 

Apprenticeship: We need to return to the apprenticeship model of learning. Throughout history (and in 
today’s medical community), apprenticeship has been used successfully.  Advantages include real 
world problem solving, active learning, mastery-based learning schedules and full engagement. 

Technology: In today’s world, where most knowledge is easily accessible, we need to become effective 
consumers of that knowledge. Being discriminating with information is a vital 21st century skill. 

The National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS) has listed 7 essential points for 21st century 
schools:  

 Analytical and creative thinking and problem-solving 

 Complex communication –  oral and written 

 Leadership and teamwork 

 Digital and quantitative literacy 

 Global perspective 

 Adaptability, initiative, and risk-Taking 

 Integrity and ethical decision-making 

Parents who would like to attend a future CCIS meeting are welcome to attend. All CCIS meetings are 
free and open to CCIS parents although an RSVP is required. 

* Hawken Review, Summer 2014, D. Scott Looney, “The Future for Education.”  

 By Terri Cremer (Emily ’16 & Katy 
’10) & Margaret Haller (Kurt ’15) 



 

 

9 

 
Celebrating the Spirit of WRA 

The Spirit Committee of PWA recently sponsored the first-ever WRA Spirit Event. Co-chairs 
Nina Clayman and Megan Valentine worked with Annie Neill and Tim McQuait to develop 
and create two days of fun and team-building, all in the name of school spirit. The idea is to 
bring the students and faculty together for fun and competition. Each grade was asked to create 
a class cheer, dance and banner prior to the event. The goal is to build grade and school spirit 
through camaraderie.  

The event kicked off on Friday, September 19 with a bonfire, approved by Hudson Fire Depart-
ment, and included bull-horn speeches and s’mores. The main event took place on the after-
noon of Sunday, September 21, and featured a pie eating contest, water balloon toss and three-
legged races, followed by an all-school dinner near the Victory Bell. 

Nina and Megan hope this event becomes an annual occurrence, and that it becomes a school 
tradition through our partnership with WRA administration and faculty. Nina has been work-
ing for two years to bring this event to fruition. The goal is to have the students of WRA feel 
more connected to each other. When they return as alumni, they’ll have fun memories of their 
time at WRA.   

  

 

SENIOR ACTIVITIES NEEDS YOU! 

Make your child's final year of WRA special by helping out on the Senior Activities Committee! 
We coordinate senior parties and the senior dinner at graduation, and we assist with Prom and 
After Prom. Parents of seniors and juniors are especially encouraged to volunteer.  Our first 
meeting was Monday, September 22 at 9 a.m. Our committee works to accommodate volun-
teers' schedules by varying our meeting times, so if you couldn’t make that first meeting, let us 
know and we will include you in future plans. Please contact us if you can attend future meet-
ings or wish to participate. Looking forward to working with you!   

Please contact: mindycovington@me.com or lehnerennis@gmail.com 

By Nina Clayman (Morissa ’16) &  

Megan Valentine (Marin ’16)  

By Mindy Covington  (Lexie ‘15, Kristina ‘11) 

& Laura Lehner Ennis (Sam ‘15) 
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In Conversation with WRA Faculty 

The Pioneer Women’s Association and the Dads Club sponsor the Parent Dialogue series held 
throughout the school year.  On Saturday, September 13, 2014, the groups hosted their first  
Parent Dialogue of the 2014-2015 school year, in the all-purpose room of the Murdough  
Athletic Center. The focus of this first dialogue was to learn from our faculty members about 
their role in fulfilling Western Reserve Academy’s mission, both in the classroom and beyond. 
More than 20 parents attended and were greeted by Assistant Head of School Kate Mueller .  

The faculty panel included Matthew Peterson (English Department Chair), Judy Chen (Modern 
& Classical Languages Department), Dr. Lisabeth Robinson (History Department), Katie Bono-
mo (Mathematics Department) and Robert Aguilar (Science Department). The speakers were 
entertaining and informative, sharing their passion for teaching and love for Reserve. We were 
even treated to an impromptu Chinese opera performance! It was a wonderful opportunity to 
meet some of our teachers and learn a little more about them.  

To view the webcast of these programs, visit the Parent Dialogue page on the Parent Portal.  
 
Please contact : 
Rosie Wenstrup at rosie.wenstrup@sbcglobal.net if you’d like to attend future dialogues.   

 
 

 

 

Arriving just in time for the holiday season, PWA is launching a new fundraiser! We are com-
missioning three custom-made, sterling silver charms: the Chapel, the Victory Bell and the 
WRA letters shown on our school's stationary. Each charm will be sold separately and will in-
clude a description written by our own school archivist, Tom Vince. Pre-order forms should be 
available online by November 1, 2014. 

These charms are a great memento of the treasured years at WRA and will make the perfect gift 
for mom, your student, alumnus, or a teacher. One hundred percent of the proceeds will benefit 
Pioneer Women's student events and allocations. Look for more details in WRA Connections, 
which arrives by email each Monday, and on the PWA tab of the Parent Portal. 

By Christine Deeter (Jonathan ’12 & MacKenzie 

’17), Camille Kuri (Sammy ’14, Peter ’16 & Phillip 

’18) & Rosie Wenstrup (Matthew ’15).  

By Chris Hulsey (Nathan ’12 & Nicholas ‘17)  

A Charming Fundraising Idea  

mailto:rosie.wenstrup@sbcglobal.net
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BBQ Welcomes Parents to a New School Year  

The Pioneer Women’s Association (PWA) and the Dads 
Club greeted new and current parents at their annual Par-
ents’ Back to School Barbeque at the hockey pond on Sun-
day, August 10. The weather couldn't have been more per-
fect as the attendees were welcomed by PWA President 
Barb Cassell and Dads Club President Greg Kaszei. The 
two parent organization presidents were united in saying 
that all parents are encouraged to volunteer and be in-
volved, as time at Reserve passes very quickly. It’s a senti-
ment that was echoed by everyone in the audience. Thank 
you to all the volunteers who contributed their time (large 
or small) to this wonderful event. And once again, a huge 
welcome to all of our new families to WRA!  

 

 

 

 

 

To find out how you can be involved in the PWA, please email us at pioneerwomen@wra.net. 

BBQ Welcomes You 
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By Chris Hulsey (Nathan ‘12 &  

Nicholas ‘17) 

PWA President Barb Cassell and  

Dads Club President Greg Kaszei 

Parents mingle at the Back to School Barbeque at the hockey pond 



 

12 

Have fun – 
and help out! 

 

Want to have some 
fun and help our 
athletic teams? Vol-
unteer to help at 

our concession stand during weekend 
or afternoon sports events on campus. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for 
working parents and parents of 
boarders to get involved on campus. 
Please contact Carol Morgan 
(cmorgan322@aol.com) and Melissa 
Polak (mpolak@mac.com) if you can 
help. 

Celebrate 
with CAKE! 

 

Celebration cakes have more 
choices than ever this year.  Order 
a sheet cake, cookie cake, or cup-
cakes for your day or boarding 
student's birthday, holiday, sports, 

theater or any occasion day. Six cake varieties, 
fillings and more icings to choose from! The 
items will be delivered to the Campus Store 
where your child will be notified to pick up a  
special package. See the Celebration Cakes order 
form on the PWA tab of the WRA website. Allow 
one week lead time.  

Students love it! 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you to all the parents who donated used blazers and 
kilts to help make this year’s blazer/kilt sale a success!   
With your generous donations, we raised over $1,400 from 
the sale, and helped outfit many WRA students.  Also, a 
huge “Thank You” goes out to Martinizing Dry Cleaners 
(118 W. Streetsboro Road) for donating all of the dry-
cleaning for the kilts and blazers.  Have gently-used kilts, 
blazers, or khaki pants? Just drop them off in the Campus 
Store and we’ll hold them until next August’s sale.  

 

 

 

Owner Matthew Hons of Martinizing Dry Cleaners,  Rachel (’16), and Linda Morris work to pre-
pare blazers and kilts for the sale.  

 

 

By  Darlene LaFontaine 
(Sam ‘16) 

Blazing New Sales 

By Linda Morris (Rachel ‘16) 
Karen Meehan (Connor ‘17) 

mailto:cmorgan322@aol.com
mailto:mpolak@mac.com


 

 

 

 

The annual Back to School Bash on Saturday, August 23 celebrated the completion of the first week of 
the 2014-15 academic school year. The PWA Student Activities committee worked with Tim McQuait, 
Summer Programs & Student Activities, and Eddie Mundy, FLIK Food Service Director, to provide the 
students and faculty with a night of fun.  

The evening kicked off with dinner outside, 4 Square games on the street, volleyball, corn hole, can 
jam and a frisbee golf course set up on lawn for all to enjoy. At 7 p.m.  PWA volunteers served cotton 
candy, slushies and popcorn. T-shirts (created by Annie McArn ’16) and WRA frisbees were handed 
out while the DJ entertained everyone on Ellsworth patio throughout the evening. This year, flood-
lights allowed lawn games to continue until 11 p.m. As always, the highlight of the event was the 
Rocket Car racing through Hudson neighborhoods!   

Special thanks to Joe Bernabei, Scott Sondles, Herb Haller and 
Curt Van Blarcum and their crews for all their help to make the 
event a success. And thank you to all the parents who helped 
with setup, activities and cleanup at the end of the night! 

Our next Student Activities event is Homecoming, scheduled 
for Saturday, November 8. Any Boarder and Day student par-
ents who are interested in helping, please contact Wendy Bar-
nett wendy@nsgl.com and Megan Valentine mmvalen-
tine@hotmail.com. Thank you! 

 

Rocketing to a Great Time at the Back to School Bash 

By Wendy Barnett (Cristen ’16) & Megan Valentine (Marin ’16) 

Pioneer Women 
Western Reserve Academy 

115 College Street 

Hudson, Ohio  44236 
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As another exciting year gets underway at WRA, we’d love to 
hear about all the wonderful work you do as a PWA member. 
This newsletter is one way to share the efforts of the PWA 

women with members of the far-flung WRA family. Please send your news, pho-
tos and information to eculotta@gmail.com or 
anur@roadrunner.com. We hope you and your children 
have a wonderful year ahead! 

By Elizabeth Culotta (Peter ‘15),  
Anu Ramakrishnan ( Neel ’16 ) &  

Mary Sullivan (Liam ‘16)  

From the Editors 

Rocket car is a roaring Success! 

Photo Credit: Alan Doe, WRA 
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