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 Happy 2012!  Time is marching on and so are the Pio-
neer Women—doing all the things they do to make the 
WRA experience even better for students and parents alike!  
Our PWA Committees are hard at work.  The following is a 
brief update on our activities. 

 Team Silver and her crew have provided three dorm 
feeds thus far—supplying much-appreciated late night 

yummy treats for our boarders.  Susan Gaspar has been single-handedly run-
ning Concessions (with help from her son Stefan and husband Bob) and doing a 
great job—please stop by to say “Hi” and buy a snack at our concession stand!  
Our Spirit Chair, Joan Clark, has been  working on lots of great ideas with stu-
dent leaders.  If you haven’t been to a “spirit game of the season,” make sure 
you make it to one—it might involve T-shirts, tattoos or megaphones!   

 A special thank you from Joan and the PWA to all the team Moms who or-
ganize team feeds, and to everyone who helps with the feeds.  They are a lot of 
work, but the students really enjoy these home-cooked meals!  Our Mom’s Net-
work hosted a great event at the Chowder House in Cuyahoga Falls in Decem-
ber - Anne Cutchin and Brenda Depew certainly know how to put together a 
good time! 

 Of course, Chris Hulsey and her Student Activities gals are busy as always, 
finishing up the year with a smashing Sadie Hawkins dance, and now hard at 
work on Bicknell Bonanza and a winter formal dance!  Bicknell Bonanza, to be 
held this year on February 23, is a truly amazing extravaganza put on by PWA 
and Dads Club to give our students a much-needed break in the middle of an 
Ohio winter.  If you have not done so, I strongly encourage you to volunteer to 
work on the event.  You can do as little or as much as you wish, and it really is 
fun to be a part of this event—the kids love it!  You can sign up via ebrite—I 
look forward to seeing you there! 

    There are many other PWA Committees and positions I do not have space 
to highlight—from Exam Week Coffee to Celebration Cakes to our Executive 
Board.  Everyone has done a terrific job.  Please take a look at our website to see 
what we do—it is never too late to get involved!  We are also beginning the 
process of slating positions for next year.  We will be appointing a Nominations 
Chair at our February General Membership Meeting.  In the meantime, if there 
is a position you are interested in for next year, please let me or any member of 
our Executive Board know—we would love to have you!         ~ continued 
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 In addition to donating our time on all the activi-
ties listed above, PWA also donates its treasure via 
our allocations process, funding selected student and 
faculty grant requests.  A very visible result of our 
Fall allocations process may be seen by stopping by 
the WRAp (student lounge located in the bottom 
floor of Seymour Hall) to see its new look!  PWA and 
Dads Club provided funds for new furniture and a 
general freshening up. Many thanks to PWA mem-
ber Lynn McBrier who worked with Hudson decora-
tor Candace Sveda to get the job done in a very 
timely and cost efficient manner—it looks wonderful 
and the kids love it!   

  Two years ago when I agreed to take on this posi-
tion, I knew it was important to have a great team in 
place, but I didn’t realize how important it was go-
ing to be.  As many of you are aware, my Mom, Joan 
Christian, passed away in December.  She was diag-
nosed with leukemia three years ago, and had been 
in remission until this Fall.  It became clear that the 
disease was progressing very fast, and so I needed to 
be with her as much as possible.  I cannot express 
how grateful I am for all your prayers and support 
during this difficult time.  Thank you for being there, 
for stepping up and taking over, and for sharing 
your stories with me.  As part of this journey, I’ve 
been amazed to learn how many of us are currently 
facing or have recently been involved in similar 
situations.  It really helps to know you are not alone! 

 At the end of the day, that’s what PWA is all 
about—caring, connecting, being there for our chil-
dren and for each other!  Please join us—we’d love to 
see you at our next General Membership Meeting on 
February 23 from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. in the Morgan 
Board Room.  In the meantime, if you have any ques-
tions or issues, always feel free to call or e-mail me. 

 Thanks for all you do! 

Greetings  
from the PWA President continued 

Carolyn Bialosky, PWA President 
(Elisabeth ’11, Lindsey ’12 & Davis ’14)  

PWA Calendar of Events 2012 

 

February 16 
 PWA Executive Board Meeting  
 10:00 a.m. 
 Seymour House    
 

February 23 
 Bicknell Bonanza 
 8:00 p.m. 
 MAC 

 

February 23 
 PWA General Membership Meeting 
 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
 Morgan Board Room 

 

March 3 
 Winter Formal Dance 

 

March 8 
 Parent Dialogue 
 Time:  5:00 p.m. 
 John D. Ong Library 

 

April 12 
 PWA Executive Board Meeting 
 10:00 a.m. 
 Seymour House 

 

April 19 
 PWA General Membership Meeting 
 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
 Morgan Board Room 

 

May 21—24 
 Exam Week Coffee House 
 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
 the WRAp 

 

Pioneer Women 
Western Reserve Academy 

115 College Street 

Hudson, Ohio  44236 

Please respond to: 
pioneerwomen@wra.net 

if you plan to attend  
PWA General Membership meetings.   

Events in italics  
will require parent volunteers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Pioneer Women’s Association, 

This winter we will have an enjoyable reminder of the hot days of sum-
mer we experienced at the Brick Row Ball as we hang the plaques from 
the event in Ellsworth Hall.  The plaques will be a reminder, for the en-
tire community, of all the Pioneer Women have done, and continue to 
do, on behalf of the students.   

The school year is moving quickly and mid-winter break has  
arrived.  We are already preparing for graduation in my office.  Our 
graduation speaker will be John Hewko ’73 who is currently serving as 

the CEO of Rotary International.  John has had a fascinating career and he will be an excellent 
addition to the graduation ceremony.  I look forward to this event. 

Finally, the Board of Trustee co-presidents, Andrew Midler ’79 and Tim Warner ’69, will be 
available for a Parent Dialogue on Thursday, March 8.  You can expect to hear more about 
this as the day draws near but they look forward to visiting campus. 

Before we know it spring break will be here and we will move into the final marking period.  
I must say the spirit and enthusiasm of the students have certainly been strong throughout 
the winter months. 

Once again, thank you for all you do on behalf of the students at Western Reserve Academy. 

Sincerely, 

 

Christopher D. Burner 
Head of School 

 

From the Desk of Head of School Christopher D. Burner ’80 
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 As you know, an important 
part of our PWA mission is to 
facilitate communication be-
tween parents and WRA.  To 
that end, we thought it might be 
interesting (and fun!) to conduct 
informal “interviews” with vari-
ous WRA faculty and staff 
members so that our members 
can get to know them better.  
Michael Morris, our new Eng-
lish Department Chair, gra-
ciously agreed to sit down with 

me on a recent snowy morning and we began... 

What are your responsibilities as Chair of WRA’s English 
Department?  What is the Department’s mission? 

 As Chair, I represent the department in Academic 
Committee meetings, which address academic policy and 
programming, and educational philosophy and methodol-
ogy.  Within the department, my role is to guide and facili-
tate our work—with materials, with each other, and with 
students.  I view the English Department’s mission as 
being to help students learn how to read, write, listen, and 
speak with increasing effectiveness.  We immerse stu-
dents in classic and contemporary literature to help them 
understand human nature, to develop the capacity for 
empathy, which begins with integrity and compassion.  
We work with students on their writing to help them think 
about their own use of language as a means of argument 
and expression.  It is important that our students learn 
standards for formal compositions even as we incorporate 
other methods of written communication.  We see tech-
nology as providing a set of venues and tools that can—if 
well-chosen and well-used—enhance our teaching of  
writing. 

How does the Department choose the books that are  
studied in English? 

 MM:  Each grade level has a construct or theme.  The 
9th grade theme is “journey,” and especially the discovery 
of self; we encourage students to search for their per-
sonal voice through class discussion and as writers.  The 
10th grade is focused on the human struggle to find 
meaning in a wide array of experiences, as we shift the 
focus from the individual to a broader sense of humanity.  
The 11th grade entails the study of American literature --
augmented by Shakespeare’s Hamlet. The 12th grade 
offers a variety of AP and non-AP electives that present 
various compelling topics, such as Law & Literature and 
Cultural Identity in a Globalized World. 

I know this is a tough question, but what is your favorite 
book? 

 MM:  That’s a very tough question!  If I had to choose, 
I’d say Shakespeare’s Hamlet: it’s immensely, endlessly 
interesting! 

Do you see a difference between how boys and girls react 
in English class? 

 MM:  Generally speaking, yes. Girls tend to engage 
quite naturally in the discussion of characters’ motives 
and behaviors, without expecting definitive answers.  
Boys tend to want to move toward closure, to want defini-
tive answers; English challenges them to accept complex-
ity.  These are generalizations, but perhaps there is such 
a difference in communication styles between males and 
females. 

I agree!  How do you like dorm duty? 

 MM:  I really enjoy it!  It’s great time to get to know 
students, to talk with them about their work, to share 
homemade brownies.  There’s no question that faculty 
connections with students are enriched by all of the time 
we spend together. 

Switching gears, you have two young children, Beckett and 
Maddox.  What is your biggest challenge as a parent? 

 MM:  For me the biggest challenge is balancing the 
overwhelming love I feel for them with trying to do what is 
best for them—challenging them to make good, tough 
decisions.  I think that continued dialogue with children is 
of the upmost importance.  I try to keep conversations 
going, even if they’re about difficult topics, such as rough-
housing or sharing! 

What’s it like living on campus with your family? 

 MM:  My kids love it here!  They love the dining hall, 
the sidewalks, the sporting events, seeing the students 
they know.  We also have a few favorite destinations in 
town, including a few ice cream shops and the Hudson 
Library! 

What are they doing for fun this time of year? 

 MM:  They are currently engrossed in finding the per-
fect family dog, so we spend a LOT of time on the Inter-
net and at the library researching dogs.  They are both 
keeping a notebook of their findings, which gives them 
good practice for their writing skills! 

That’s great!  What dogs do they like so far? 

 MM:  My son is convinced we should adopt a grey-
hound from the racetrack.  My daughter wants either a 
beagle or a brittany spaniel.  I think we should find a dog 
at the animal shelter! 

Sounds like all great choices...we will look forward to see-
ing what you get!  Finally, what can we do, as members of 

the PWA, to support the English Department? 

 MM:  The PWA’s allocations provide us with terrific 
opportunities that our departmental budget might not al-
low for, such as our trip to see Billy Collins in the fall.  
Also, the annual author visit sponsored by the PWA is a 
wonderful tradition; we are really looking forward to hav-
ing Jay Parini visit this April.  We greatly appreciate the 
PWA’s support. 

A Conversation with Michael Morris, WRA English Department Chair  

 Winter Newsletter 2012 Volume 17 issue 2 

We greatly appreciate all you do!   
Thanks so much for your time. 

~ Interview and article by Carolyn Bialosky 
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The attendance at the last three Parent Dialogues co-sponsored by the PWA and Dads Club has 
been most encouraging.  The first Dialogue was held on September 17 and discussed the faculty 
role in fulfilling WRA’s mission both in the classroom and beyond.  At the second Dialogue, 
which was held prior to the Dads Club Family Party on October 14, parents were delighted to 
hear Head of School Chris Burner discuss recent school developments and the strategic plan.  
Parents enthusiastically seized the opportunity to ask questions and learn more about the new 
developments.  The third Dialogue was held on November 5 and the featured topics were college 
guidance and counseling.  It was also warmly welcomed and well attended.  In addition to the 
faculty presentation, some alumni parents were also present at the Dialogue and served as part 
of the panel.  They shared their thoughts and experiences about the college selection process and 
how WRA helped in finding a good college match for their child. 

The final Dialogue of the year will be held on March 8 and will feature a presentation from  
Timothy R. Warner ’69 and Andrew R. Midler ’79, co-presidents of the Board of Trustees.  The 
Dialogue will be held in the John D. Ong Library beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

For those who could not physically attend the Dialogues, we hope that they will take the time to 
view the webcast of this program which is available under the Parent Portal at the www.wra.net. 

If you have any questions, please contact: 
• Marsha McGill (mcgill_m@Shaker-Heights.k12.oh.us); 
• Barb Rauckhorst (speechpath81@sbcglobal.net); or  
• Lynn McBrier (lmcbrier@verizon.net). 

Parent Dialogues 

By Marsha McGill (Collin ‘13)  

Exam Week Coffee House 

On behalf of Kathy Croasdaile, myself, and the Pioneer 
Women’s Association, we would like to thank all of those 
people who helped serve during the Fall Exam Week Coffee 
House in December.  The Coffee House was a HUGE suc-
cess and was most appreciated by both the students and the 
faculty.  For the five days of exams, we went through 77 
dozen donuts, 28 dozen bagels and 20 boxes of 
munchinkins—no one went hungry.  We want to thank Dun-
kin Donuts in Streetsboro for filling up our “sugarplums” 
before we took them home for the winter break.  If you  
didn’t have a chance to help out this winter, we will do it all 
again in May so look for the announcements in the spring!  
Thank You! 

By Margaret Haller (Kurt ’15) 
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Sweet Treats for Your Students 

We completed our 2nd annual Fall Exam Survival Kit extravaganza with record 
50 kits ordered.  We tried to make the kits fun and yummy.  We stuffed them 
with goodies and other items, along with our cheerful wishes:  

1. Smart Water—we hope it worked 
2. Smarties—one can never have too many 
3. Peppermint—is supposed to help with memory retention 
4. Magical exam pencil—self—explanatory 
5. Highlighter—for marking important stuff 
6. Hot chocolate and marshmallows—to warm up on cold Ohio nights 
7. Peanuts—source of protein  
8. Gummy Bears—no reason . . . they are just good 
9. Bags of chips—again, just tasty! 

10. Popcorn—light snack 
11. Granola Bars—for energy! 
12. Glow stick—a mild distraction for late night studying 
13.  Foam rocket—to wake up your roommate when they doze off while studying 
14. Hershey Kisses—love from home! 
15. Toy—to have a little fun! 
16. Cookies—Chocolate chip because they are yummy; star cutouts in WRA colors to  
 remind you to reach for the stars! 
17. Apple—to keep you healthy or perhaps to give to a teacher for extra points! 
 

Don’t forget the PWA also offers a cake, balloon bouquet, or a large decorated cookie for any 
occasion all year-round.  Please e-mail Jenny Graham at jgraham10@roadrunner.com  or call 
her at 234.380.1550 to order or ask questions.  You may also find an order form  
under the Pioneer Women’s Association tab on the WRA website. 

By Jenny Graham (Kristina ‘12) 

The PWA collaborated with Dads Club to fund the purchase of new 
furniture for the WRAp.  Since the previous furniture had been re-
moved due to wear and tear, the room was in desperate need of new 
furnishings.  The project was proposed by WRA Senior Ellie McBrier 
and Mr. Zimmerman, Dean of Studies & Student Life.  Lynn McBrier of 
Erie, PA, coordinated the project with Ellie, a few other students and 
Hudson decorator Candace Sveda to select the appropriate styles and 
comfortable commercial-grade fabrics.  The new furnishings include 

a sofa, two loveseats, ottomans, lamps and new binding for the existing rug.  The total investment 
was just over $10,000.  The furniture was delivered and ready in time for the winter exam week 
coffee house.  Expressing her appreciation, Ellie McBrier stated, “The WRAp furniture has become 
a staple in the lives of the senior class.  Providing a comfortable social area to congregate, I feel the 
furniture has allowed for our community to become closer.  On behalf of the senior class, thank 
you for your donation—it is very much appreciated.” 

PWA Allocations 

By Cindy Curtin (Lauren ‘11 & Michael ‘14) 

Photo by Peter Suwondo ‘12 
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There's a lot of planning going on with the Student Activities Committee this  
winter.  Planning has begun for the annual all-school Bicknell Bonanza that will 
take place on February 23 at 7:30 p.m. in the MAC.  This year's theme will be  
Carnival.  Students will enjoy playing Carnival type games, blow up obstacle 
courses, food, music, prize drawings and more. 

In conjunction with the Student Council, the Student Activities Committee is planning a formal 
winter dance which will be held on March 3.  More details on this dance will be forthcoming. 

The Committee has also begun helping the students plan the Prom and the After-Prom set for May 
24.  Volunteers are needed for these exciting upcoming events.  If you would like to help out, please 
contact Chris Hulsey at 330.650.6522 or cafvuh2@windstream.net 

Student Activities Committee Plans More Events 

 

Over 30 Pioneer Women rang in the holidays with a fun-filled evening of good food and lots of 
laughter as part of the Moms' Network winter gathering.  The Pioneer Women's Association 
event was held at The Chowder House in Cuyahoga Falls in early December.  Many alumni 
moms were able to attend this event which made it all the merrier.  The evening dinner was 
scheduled to accommodate the moms who were unable to attend the fall breakfast get-together. 
Details for an upcoming mid-winter event will soon be announced.  

By Chris Hulsey (Nathan ‘12) 

Moms’ Network 

By Anne Cutchin  (Max ‘05, Quinn ‘10 & Ellie ‘12) and 
Brenda Depew (Nathaniel ‘08, Emily ‘10, Caroline ‘12 & Jonathan ‘14) 

From the Editors 

Roberta Suwondo (David ‘09 & Peter ‘12) and Polly Wise (Adam ‘09 & Maggie ’14)  

The Pioneer Women’s Association publishes three newsletters per calendar year, the Fall, Win-
ter and Spring editions. Please contact Polly Wise at pollyawise@roadrunner.com or Roberta  
Suwondo at rsuwondo@windstream.net if you have questions regarding the newsletter. 

Photo by Chris Hulsey 
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Contact information is available on the Parent Portal at wra.net. 

PWA General Board Roster 2011-2012 


