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Dear Ladies,  

As we lean into the final stretch of the 2013-2014  
academic year, I must exclaim, ―What a year it has 
been!‖  We said goodbye to the WRA Antiques  
Festival, eliminated dues for membership in PWA, 
and joined the Dads Club for the first time to host a 
successful fundraiser.  The PWA hosted three  
separate student activities, including Homecoming, 
Sadie‘s and, most recently, The Bicknell Bonanza.  We 
wrapped our arms around WRA faculty and staff by 
throwing an Olympic-themed Appreciation  
Breakfast.  Parent Dialogues have been well attended 
and exam week coffees, exam survival kits and  
celebration cakes have helped to get our students 
through the rigors of their day.  

The PWA Nominating Committee has been busy putting together the slate for the 
2014-2015 school year.  We look forward to presenting this slate to the General 
Board on April 29.   

While our organization has experienced significant change over the past school 
year, I want to remind everyone that our mission has not.  To this end, our new 
slate of officers and committee members will work with ardor and commitment to 
―enhance and enrich student life at Western Reserve Academy while facilitating 
communication between faculty, staff, administration and parents.‖ 

The Pioneer Women of the Western Reserve Academy are innovative and dynamic 
and will always rise to the challenges of change.  In fact, there are some exciting 
initiatives that we hope to fire up during the next school year, so stay tuned.   

As I ponder my final words in this last newsletter of my presidency, I want each 
and every one of you to know that it has been my privilege and pleasure to work 
alongside you over the course of this past year.  I wish all of you and your families 
the very best.  

Have a wonderful summer! 
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Dear Pioneer Women, 

When the warm weather arrives, and remains, we will certainly 
have earned it.  Nonetheless, through the cold and snowy winter 
the spirit and outlook of the students have been great.  In fact, 
they lifted the adults through the winter. 

The spring is very busy at Western Reserve Academy.  From out-
side speakers to end-of-year events, we have activities each week.  
With the unpredictable weather, athletic events also change.  Our 
task is to keep the students focused on academic interests—in 
particular, their classes—through all of these activities.  It is a 
time of the year I enjoy as seniors balance the end of their time at 

WRA with the excitement of their next steps.  For all students, we seek to create an  
environment where they will have a strong finish to the school year. 

I look forward to seeing parents at various end-of-year events.  I also pass my best wishes on 
to you for an enjoyable spring, and thank the Pioneer Women‘s Association for all of their  
efforts on behalf of Western Reserve Academy. 

Sincerely, 

 

Christopher D. Burner 
Head of School 

From the Desk of Head of School Christopher D. Burner ‟80 
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Special  Insert — Thank you to Polly Wise 

Farewell to Newsletter Mastermind Polly Wise 

One of our most dedicat-
ed and talented PWA  
volunteers, Polly Wise, is 
ending her tenure at 
WRA this May upon the 
graduation of her daugh-
ter, Maggie. A mover and 
shaker behind the news-
letter, and a colleague 
who became a dear friend 
to so many, Polly will be 
sorely missed. 

Polly has been an invaluable PWA volunteer since 
2005 when her son, Adam. entered WRA,  
generously sharing her time and many talents. A 
gifted graphics designer with superlative adminis-
trative and organizational skills, Polly was the 
perfect person to work on our PWA newsletter – 
and she has brought it a very long way! Cheerful 
and calm, Polly maintains her sense of humor and 
fun no matter what – she is a true joy to work 
with!  

Here are a few comments from Polly‘s PWA 
colleagues: 

Anu Ramakrishnan and Elizabeth Culotta: Polly 
has worked tirelessly on the newsletter for eight years. 
She says that the newsletter position began with her 
inheriting a big box crammed full of papers – she still 
has that box! Polly is always gracious, kind and  
encouraging; working with her on the newsletter has 
been a wonderful experience. Our meetings at the old 
Caribou were always filled with warmth and laughter, 
and generally consisted of two parts newsletter  
discussion, and one part Polly dispensing words of wis-
dom to us WRA newbies!  

Roberta Suwondo:  We were still using paper for the 
newsletter during those early years. We reformatted the 
newsletter in fall 2009 and switched from paper to elec-
tronic distribution via the Communication Office.  
Polly was a great mentor to Bonnie and me. I remember 
having ―fun‖ working on the newsletter in the MAC –  
putting mailing labels and seals on each one!  

Bonnie Carter:  I first met Polly when our daughters 
were in kindergarten together. Polly has been a dear 
friend ever since, always cheerful, warm and willing to 
listen and help. She guided Roberta and me through the 

ropes of taking on the newsletter position, back when 
the newsletter was in paper form and had to be mailed 
to recipients. There was a specific person at the Hudson 
Post Office in charge of bulk mailings who had exacting 
standards to be met before he would accept the  
newsletter for mailing. If Polly had not coached us on 
how to work with this person, those newsletters would 
still be sitting in a box somewhere, waiting to be 
mailed! 

Nancy Forhan: Working with Polly is always a  
pleasure – nothing seems to faze her! You can always 
count on Polly. In addition to PWA work, I've spent 
four years watching girls lacrosse with Polly. She 
wears flip flops even on the coldest days (which I'll  
never understand!) and she's a great fan. Her husband, 
John, is usually by her side with his unforgettable 
cheer, "Step shoot!" We're going to miss our dear 
friend Polly next year! 

Karin Stifler: Polly belongs in the Pioneer Women‘s 
Hall of Fame. She has touched the hearts of everyone 
in our community.  Polly's kind, caring, and generous 
spirit is contagious. E.B. White in Charlotte's Web 
sums it up best: "You have been our friend. That in 
itself is a tremendous thing.‖ Thank you so much,  
Polly! 

In addition to the newsletter, Polly has always 
been one of PWA‘s most reliable ―go-to‖  
volunteers. When a call for help goes out, Polly 
and John are always there. Among many other 
jobs, Polly co-chaired Inside Food and Paper Prod-
ucts for the Antiques Festival with Brenda Depew 
for many years, and then worked gates – riding 
shotgun in the golf cart with Cindy Curtin!   

On behalf of the PWA and the entire WRA  
community, we‘d like to extend a heartfelt 
THANK YOU to Polly.  You have touched the 
lives of so many – and we are all better because 
you were involved! 

– Carolyn Bialosky  (Elisabeth ‘11, Lindsey ‘12 & 
Davis ‘14) 
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Faculty Profile—Elizabeth Wirtz 

Elizabeth Wirtz influences 
WRA students in so many 
ways—from teaching 
math, accompanying our 
music students, and 
working with the youth 
fellowship group to being 
the ultimate team mom. 
She, her husband, Greg, 
and their children, Allison 
‘10, Nathan ‘12 and Lind-
sey ‘13, live in a  

faculty home on College Street.  

Elizabeth, I am thrilled to have the opportunity to 
chat with one of our true WRA treasures!  Let‟s 
start at the beginning.  How does a gal from South 
Dakota end up in Hudson, Ohio? 

I attended St. Olaf in Minnesota, originally  
considering being a pharmacist or statistician, but 
soon realized I wanted more interaction with  
people.  As a math major, teaching math was a 
great option.  I received a call from WRA before 
graduation, flew out for an interview and they 
offered me a job on the spot.  I planned to stay a 
year or two and then move to a day school.  That 
was 28 years ago! 

I am more familiar with your musical side—as 
the wonderful, ever-patient accompanist for 
school musicals, choir performances and recitals.  
Has music always been a part of your life?   

I‘ve played piano all my life, and played the flute 
and sang in choirs at school and church.  At St. 
Olaf I sang in the choir, which was quite serious—
we practiced two hours a day!  I love music, and it 
is wonderful that music is a piece of what I do at 
WRA, but fear that if it were my job I would lose 
some of that love.  So I appreciate the balance I‘ve 
been able to find both as a student and in  
teaching.   

I believe your colleague Matt Peterson was also 
in the choir at St. Olaf—you two should do a duet 
at Morning Meeting sometime!  Tell us what has 
kept you at WRA for 28 years? 

No to the singing in public anymore—simply too 
old!  As for what has kept me here, without  

question the relationships.  A boarding school, 
and in particular the unique environment at WRA, 
fosters the development of healthy relationships 
with students that are incredibly enriching.  As a 
public school kid, I initially had questions about 
the boarding school experience.  I now believe that 
it is an extraordinary experience for the stu-
dents—and that our WRA students are so  
fortunate to be here!   

We think so too!   

And I am very fortunate to be here!  Our students 
are dedicated—they are invested in their  
education.  I don‘t have to spend time disciplin-
ing—I get to teach!  I have first year Algebra clas-
ses as well as our most advanced BC Calculus 
classes.  While students in those classes have  
different comfort levels with math, and perhaps 
differing affinities for math!—they are all willing 
to work.  This makes my job easier—and so much 
more fulfilling. 

Tell us more about your views on the boarding 
school experience. 

I think boarders mature faster as they develop 
healthy relationships with adults.  That happens 
because it‘s expected of them.  And our day  
students benefit as well because that‘s the culture 
around them.   

So much learning goes on here outside of the 
classroom.  My favorite conversations with kids 
occur at a team feed, or dinner before musical 
practice, or when I‘m on dorm duty.  So much 
happens after 3 p.m.!   

What‟s the best part of your job? 

Again the relationships with people.  I love  
hearing from alums, and I keep in touch with 
many.  The relationships with my colleagues are 
very special.  This is a very close community.   

It‟s clear that you really like kids! 

I do!  I see my role here as being a mom on  
campus.  My door is always open.  That‘s why I‘m 
sometimes called ―Mama Wirtz!‖ 



Faculty Profile continued 

And we so appreciate you filling that role!  You 
had an amazing experience last year in connection 
with another of your roles at WRA—tell us about 
it!   

I work with the WRA Christian Youth Fellowship 
group.  My colleague and good friend Midge 
Karam ‗79 and I took six students in this group on 
a mission trip to Ghana in December 2012 over the 
holiday break.  We worked at an orphanage and 
school founded by Elvis Donkoh, who visited 
WRA in the spring of 2012.  The "family" bonds 
formed by the children in the orphanage were 
amazing and put many traditional families to 
shame, and our students were terrific role models 
for the children.  We also volunteered at the  
community playground, toured health clinics and 
visited tourist attractions.  It was a  
transformational experience for all of us. 

I remember hearing about it—it sounded amazing! 

It truly was, and I am thrilled that we have been 
given the opportunity to return this summer  
during July and August.  We are currently plan-
ning two options—a four-week and two-week 
trip, with both returning before school starts.  A  
significant part of the trips are funded through the 
generosity of an alumnus of the school and his 
wife who promote activities that foster the growth 
of Christian values in WRA students.  More  
information will be on the school website.  We 
hope to take 12 students with us, and the trip is 
open to all WRA students.  Anyone interested, 
please contact me! 

As “Mama Wirtz,” and the mother of your own 
three children, what advice can you give WRA 
parents to help their students make the most of 
their time at WRA? 

Help your children manage their time, but make 
them part of the process so they learn the tools to 
eventually do this on their own.  One of the things 
I take time for in my math classes is time  
management, and how to negotiate those  
especially busy weeks.  Encourage your child to 
be involved.  Use this time to try all kinds of 
things—arts, athletics, service—don‘t worry about 
not being great at it, but be willing to take a risk 
and try something new.  But also be reasonable 
with yourself and be willing to cut yourself a 
break sometimes! 

Thank you so much for your time, Elizabeth—any 
final words? 

I so appreciate 
the support I 
have always  
received from 
WRA parents—
they are an  
important part of 
this very special 
community.  I am 
always so proud 
of your children when I am out in public with 
them—they represent themselves, the school and 
their families so well.  They are wonderful kids! 

 
Carolyn Bialosky, (Elisabeth ‘11,  

Lindsey ‘12 & Davis ‘14)  

Calling All Volunteers! 

With the end of the school year drawing closer, plans for Prom are in full swing.  This event 
requires assistance from parent volunteers to ensure its success.  Prom is slated for May 22 
(see further details on Page 5 of this newsletter).  If you can devote a few hours to this event, 
please contact Annie Neill at neilla@wra.net to volunteer. 
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This year‘s prom is sure to make a splash:  The Atlantis-themed event will be at the Aquarium 
and Windows on the River in Cleveland on May 22, 2014.  Juniors and seniors are expected to 
arrive at the Aquarium between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.  They‘ll dive into appetizers and  
mocktails, tour the Aquarium, and pose for photos.  Dinner is at 7:30 p.m. followed by the  
slideshow (a Reserve tradition), and dancing at 8:45 p.m.  

The afterparty begins at 10 p.m. at the same venue.  There will be a movie in the Riverview 
Room, a game room in the loft area with board games and activities, and of course, the dancing 
will go on.  Other highlights include a Reserve-themed Wheel of Fortune and a prom version of 
the Dating Game.  The prom will end around 12:30 a.m. with students boarding buses to return 
to school.  

The evening is being planned by the PromCom (prom committee).  It consists of nine students, 
who are responsible for tasks such as choosing the DJ, planning activities, etc.  The group is 
guided by Annie Neill, Senior Class Dean and WRA‘s Director of Outreach.  

COSTS:  Prom tickets are around $55, and Annie will handle the tickets in conjunction with the 
WRA Bookstore.  Tuxedo rentals are available at a discounted rate at the bookstore ($80-$140). 
Corsages run about $30 and can also be ordered at the bookstore, ideally the week before prom 
and until a couple of days before prom.  

Boys who plan to order their tuxedos at the bookstore will be fitted on May 2.  If they don‘t 
have their dates or other plans finalized yet, orders can be placed later.  All items have  
barcodes, so it‘s easy to figure out whose shoes and bowties got mixed up when the time comes 
to return the items.  

TRANSPORTATION:  The school provides transportation to and from the event (though some  
parents make their own driving arrangements to the prom).  Annie Neill will ask students for 
their transportation information at the time of ticket purchase.  

All hands on deck! 

Annie and the PromCom welcome your help setting up the rooms with centerpieces and  
decorations on the day of the event.  Also, if you‘d like to take on a project or activity (like the 
Wheel of Fortune questions) please contact Annie at neilla@wra.net.  

 

“Sea” here for all about PROM! 
Be In the Know 

By Anu Ramakrishnan (Neel ‘16 ) 

mailto:neilla@wra.net
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On the morning of Feb. 6 in the concession area of the MAC, 
nearly 100 faculty and staff enjoyed gourmet coffees, teas and 
juices; a beautiful selection of melons, berries and other fruits;  
a wide variety of baked goods, including cinnamon rolls, 
sweet rolls, muffins and breads; bagels with lox and cream 
cheese; egg and blueberry French toast casserole; oatmeal with 
an array of toppings; a wide choice of yogurts and homemade 
granola; and a special gift bag of homemade chocolate chip 
and white chocolate-dipped ginger cookies.   
 

In keeping with the theme of the Winter Olympics, prelimi-
nary events and videos from the Sochi Olympics streamed live 
on a screen.  Congratulations to the faculty and staff who won 
the raffle for 2014 USA Winter Olympics mittens:  Elizabeth 
Wirtz, Dr. Lisabeth Robinson, Jeff Warner, Melissa Slager,  
Annie Neill and Jacqueline Miller. 
 

Our heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers for their time and en-
ergy toward the staff appreciation breakfast!  It went well due 
in no small part to each one of their efforts. Their food was de-
licious, their help setting up, serving, and/or taking down was 
stupendous, and their ready willingness to do it was un-
matched!  What an amazing group of volunteers!  

Staff Appreciation Breakfast Committee Co-Chairs 
Shelley Sutton (Brandon ‗13 & Brock ‗15),   

Carrie Wagstaff (Dan ‗15)   

WRA Faculty & Staff Appreciation Breakfast 



 

 

The Allocations Committee, with the approval of the PWA and with contributions by the Dads Club,  
approved several grants to deserving students and faculty this year.  The first round of grant requests 
received in the fall was awarded by the PWA at a membership meeting in October.  The clay mixer has 
been a huge help in the arts room, and students have already enjoyed or are looking forward to events 
funded so far this year.  The following projects were awarded funding for the 2013-2014 school year:  

The Fine & Performing Arts Department received a total of $5,600 from PWA and Dads Club for a clay 
mixer, while a group of theater lovers got Broadway show tickets for a 
total of $2,100.  And Classics Day received a total of $1,000 from both 
groups.  

A second round of grant requests was submitted on Feb. 1.  These are being 
considered by the Allocations Committee prior to being submitted to the 
PWA for approval.  The Allocations Committee decides how to spend PWA 
funds on worthy projects.  Last year, the PWA allocated nearly $11,000 for 
various projects and equipment for students.  The Committee will report 
back with a final tally on the amounts awarded for the 2013-2014 school 
year once determined.  

 

*** 

We heart WRA art! 

A ―wonderful grey monster‖ is making things easier in the ceramics  
studio, says Tom Armbruster, who teaches 3-D Art.  The PWA and Dads 
Club allocated $5,600 for a Peter Pugger Power Wedger, which mixes,  
reclaims and wedges 85 pounds of clay at a time.  It easily reclaims clay 
trimmings from the potter‘s wheel as well as discarded problem pots that 
have dried out, helping students practice sustainability.  Clay waste is  
reduced to roughly 2 percent.  Tom adds that the recycled clay is great for 
throwing pots, and that ―this machine enriches the art making experience‖ 
of the almost 100 students who make pottery at Reserve every year. 

Tom enthuses:  ―This is a great example of how the involvement of the PWA and Dads Club can facilitate 
a transformative experience for our students.  In future years students will know that WRA parents  
supported and encouraged their creativity.‖  

Natalie Zupan filled out the application for the funds and approached the parent organizations.  Tom 
adds:  ―Natalie Zupan deserves to be recognized for her initiative on this.  She is a talented and hard 
working young lady who was persistent in her belief that the parents would come through for all the  
students who work with clay.‖ 

By Cindy Curtin (Lauren ‘11, Michael ‗14) 
Robin Wilson (Alexander ‗16) 
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Putting PWA Dollars to Work for Students  

Pottery by Natalie Zupan 

By Anu Ramakrishnan (Neel ‘16 ) 



 

Jevs in reading in the WRAP—The Rock is meeting his team on the turf—Geno needs timers 
for the Longstreth Relays—The AOD is not aware of your SPAR responsibility—Pick-up is 
at KFAC—Renovations are underway on The A—The LAX feed is at the MAC—A Green 
Key does not unlock anything—Reserve Green is not a color—Sit-down meals are not the on-
ly time students use chairs—And, at any other school a Morning Meeting would be an  
Assembly. 

There‘s a language all its own at WRA; a lingo reserved for the ―lawn‘s wide sweep‖ 
and a banter saved for the hallways of Brick Row.  It can take years to make sense of 
the peculiar nicknames and acronyms that are part of the daily vocabulary at WRA, 
and even longer for the words to roll off your tongue.  And the offbeat nicknames for 
faculty and administrators can be downright awkward.  When you meet with our 
child‘s science teacher, for example, do you call him Baldy?  When you call the Deans 
Office do you ask for J. Zim?  I don‘t think so!  But we hear ―pet‖ names and some-
times they slip out.  They sound so strange coming from us! 

Nicknames are commonplace at Reserve.  They are endearing to those who are named and add a  
familiar quirkiness to the historical fabric of the school.  There was Smitty, TD, Doña, Skip and KOB, 
not too long ago.  And Mac, Kibbe, Gus, Hobart, Stretch, DC (pronounced Deese) and MF.  Joining 
Baldy, Jevs and Geno today are Flash, Señor, Thews, Randall, A-Wall, Señorita, Doc Rob and Blanky.  
And it‘s A-OK for the students to use these names when addressing the faculty. 

How does it feels to be one of the ―unnamed,‖ one of teachers who answers to Mr., Mrs. or Dr.?  To 
placate my curiosity I called upon longtime history teacher Sarah Horgan, who has been nicknameless 
for all of her 30 years at Reserve, at least as far as she‘s aware.  I asked her how she thinks nicknames 
develop at WRA and why she might have been skipped over.  Pondering the WRA nickname  
phenomenon for the first time, Sarah suggests that typically nicknames have three origins.  ―For the 
most part,‖ she says, ―faculty members receive nicknames when they are young and single and living 
in the dormitories with young men and women who are not much younger than they are.  The nick-
name eases the awkwardness of what you should call someone who isn‘t that much older than you 
are, but is in charge.  Other nicknames,‖ she adds, ―emerge on the athletic field.  Faculty who are head 
coaches or who spend a lot of time on buses traveling to games with the students tend to develop a 
nickname.  Again, the coach-player relationship is a bit more relaxed than the teacher-student relation-
ship and the nickname seems more natural in those situations than ‗Mr.‘ this or ‗Mrs.‘ that.‖ 

Sarah also suggests that, ―Language teachers have often had nicknames at WRA because everyone gets 
a French or Spanish name in those courses.  The teachers put in lots of one-on-one time with students 
and like the dorm, or the athletic field, those close relationships foster nicknames.‖ 

So why doesn‘t Mrs. Horgan have a nickname?  For starters, none of the above apply to her.  Sarah 
came to WRA as a young bride and she can‘t think of any married female faculty in her 30 years who 
has had a nickname who isn‘t a language teacher.  Would she want a nickname?  Sarah says she 
wouldn‘t want to change a thing about her past 30 years at Reserve, adding, ―It has all been  
wonderful—specially the connections I‘ve made with my students,‖ even without a nickname! 

Acronyms, unique lingo and nicknames resonate with students and alums, adding to the uniqueness 
of a Western Reserve Academy experience.  It‘s all part of the culture; perhaps a throwback to the all-
boy school WRA used to be, but integral to the school‘s character today.   

Even our school has a nickname, Reserve.  Click here to link to a glossary of WRA acronyms,  
nicknames and lingo on the PWA page of the Parent Portal. 
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Ties to Tradition—”Reserve-isms” 

By Nancy Forhan (Chris ‘08, Annie ‘10, 
Allison ‘12 & Sarah ‘15) 

https://www.wra.net/page.cfm?p=1084
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I‘d like to extend a personal invitation to you to get involved with Pioneer Women‘s Association.  
It‘s not always easy to jump in, and certainly, there‘s never enough time.  But as we tell our  
children:  You get out what you put in! 

And PWA makes it easy to  ―put in‖ just what you can.  Attend a social, volunteer at a student  
activity, take a shift at concessions or serve as a committee chair.  It‘s totally up to you. 

So please, consider this invitation to spend some time with the moms of your child‘s friends (boy, 
that‘s a mouthful).  Whether your child is a rising freshman and you‘re eager to learn about Reserve, 
or a rising senior and you‘re stunned that there‘s only one year left, now is the time to get involved. 
Together, we‘ll accomplish the goals of our association:  Enhance the overall experience for the  
students, and improve communication between the school and families.  And, we‘ll have fun  
getting the work done. 

Do not hesitate!  As we also tell our kids:  The more you give, the more you get.  More information, 
more laughs, more memories, more friendships.  E-mail me today at mbcassell@gmail.com.  Let‘s 
find the right way for  you to jump in! 

I look forward to meeting, seeing and working with you. 

By Barb Cassell (Ian „10, Pat „15) 

A Personal Invitation 
Hey There—YOU—Yes, YOU! 

This year, the Alumni Moms Committee acted as hostesses on Saturday morning of 
Parents Weekend so current WRA parents were able to enjoy meeting with teach-
ers.  Parents were able to enjoy plenty of coffee, tea, juice and pastries in the lob-
by of KFAC.  This was the first year that this committee was asked to help with 
the Faculty and Staff Appreciation Breakfast.  Our final event of the year will take place 
on April 30 at 6:30 p.m. at Marcelita's.  The purpose of the event is to renew friendships with 
other alumni moms and to meet new friends in a fun and relaxing atmosphere.  Current PWA 
Board members are encouraged to attend and help bring the Alumni moms up to speed with what 
is happening on campus.  The mothers of current seniors are being invited as well so they can see 
that there is always a way to stay connected with WRA.  
 

By Marsha McGill (Collin „13), Cherri Miller (Gibson '13) and Ana Silva (Fede '13)  

We sincerely appreciate all PWA committee chairwomen 
who have generously contributed their time to make  

personal purchases for their respective committees.  We 
would like to encourage these volunteers to submit their 

expenses for reimbursement as soon as possible as we 
near year end.  Our financial year end is June 30.  All  

expenses for reimbursement should be submitted by June 15. 
Please contact us with any questions or concerns. 
 

By Bonnie Carter (Mary ‟10, Annie ‟14) & 
Kathy Kramer (Brandon ‟13, Brett ‟15) 

Note 

fro
m 

PWA 

Treasurer 

An Update  
from the 

Alumni Moms 
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Blazer/Kilt Committee  
is seeking  

Gently Used Reserve Wear 

Final Exam Week Coffee House: 

 

With the end of the 2013-14 school year drawing closer, we would like to thank all those 
who contributed in making the PWA newsletter possible this past year.  The newsletter is 
the venue in which we can share the events that are happening around the WRA campus 
with members of the WRA family near and far.  Polly will be joining the ranks of the alum-
ni parents after Maggie‘s graduation in May.  Elizabeth and Anu will be joined by Mary 
Sullivan next year to bring you the news and happenings of another fun, action-packed 
year at WRA.  We wish each of you a wonderful summer. 

By Elizabeth Culotta (Peter ‗15), Anu Ramakrishnan ( Neel ‘16 ) & Polly Wise (Adam ‗09 & Maggie ‘14)  

From the Editors 

 

Are your students growing or graduating?  
Please consider donating your current or for-
mer student's out-grown kilts, blazers 
(especially Reserve Green), blouses, ties, sweat-
ers, khakis, white graduation slacks, or spirit 
wear to our annual Used Kilt & Blazer Sale.  
The sale is once a year, at registration in Au-
gust, but donations are accepted all year long.  
Please contact Linda Morris at lin-
da_morris@roadrunner.com or Karen Meehan 
at kmeehan.kw@gmail.com for pick up.  You 
may also simply drop items off at the campus 
bookstore. 

Top 4 reasons to donate: 

1. All proceeds go to enriching student life at 
WRA. 

2. Students are offered an economical way to 
purchase school uniforms. 

3. It‘s ―Green‖—Reuse, reduce, recycle. 

4. And, finally—students will receive a vouch-
er for one dozen home-made cookies when 
they donate a green blazer or kilt! 

By Linda Morris (Rachel „16) & 
Karen Meehan (Connor „17) 

PWA will be hosting its semi-annual Exam 
Week Coffee House for the students and  
faculty.  The coffee house will be held daily 
from May 19 through May 22. Parent  
volunteers are welcomed to help serve donuts, 
coffee and encouragement.  The volunteer 
times are 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. or 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
each day.  It is an exciting time to be on  
campus.  Find out where our seniors are head-
ed for college and help keep our  
freshmen, sophomores and juniors calm  
before their exams.  Watch for sign-ups coming 
soon, or feel free to contact Kathleen Heydorn 
(kathleenheydorn@gmail.com) and Jackie  
Paparella (paparellajr@yahoo.com). 

By Kathleen Heydorn (Mika ‗15) &  
Jackie Paparella (Maria ‗ 16) 

Save-the-Date  
The Parents‘ Back-to-School Barbecue will 
take place on Aug. 10 at the Hockey Pond.  
This annual old-fashioned barbeque is 
sponsored by PWA and Dads Club of West-
ern Reserve Academy.  Mark your calendar 
and start the 2014-2015 school year with this 
festive occasion! 

http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=kathleenheydorn%40gmail.com
mailto:paparellajr@yahoo.com

