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NON-FICTION REVIEWS: 
 

The Innocent Man:  Murder and Injustice in a Small Town 
by John Grisham 
 
John Grisham is a best-selling author of crime fiction but with The Innocent Man he 
tries his hand at writing a true-life crime novel.  In 1982, Ron Williamson and Dennis 
Fritz are accused of raping and murdering a 21 year old woman in Ada, Okla-
homa.  Grisham starts his book by clearly indicating who actually committed this crime 
and then proceeds to tell the account through back stories, personal interviews and 
trial transcripts.  It is a horrifying story of two men wrongfully convicted and impris-
oned, with one of them sentenced to die.  Grisham’s non-fiction attempt reads like one 
of his fictional courtroom mysteries; however, it is full of events and situations that 
even Grisham could not have dreamed up for one of his creative tales.  (Review by Holly 
Bunt) 
 

Good Roots: Writers Reflections On Growing Up in Ohio   
edited by Lisa Watts 
 
This is a collection of various Ohio writers reminiscing about their youth in Ohio, includ-
ing Ian Frazier (WRA ’69) who shares stories of his idyllic days in Hudson. The stories 
are charming.  The scenes are familiar.  The people are the ones whom I knew too. 
This one begs to be read aloud. (Review by Jane Spencer) 
 

Oil On the Brain:  Adventures from the Pump to the Pipeline   
by Lisa Margonelli 
 
Oil On the Brain is a book written in the manner of two other books I have recently 
read The Omnivore's Dilemma and Garbageland.  The author takes us on a tour of 
another part of our life that is hidden in plain sight.  We are a nation that is addicted to 
oil, but do we even know what oil is and the scope and nature of our addiction?  It is 
surprising how embedded oil is to the economies of the world, how America is per-
ceived as the biggest oil user and for how long oil has been a part of our psyche.  Once 
demystified, the story of oil is a fascinating subject, instilling admiration, puzzlement 
and fear. Exploring the subject gives us a clearer understanding of this most volatile 
current world issue, and, hopefully, some perspective.   (Review by Tom Germain) 
 
Blame It on the Rain: How Weather Has Changed History  
by Laura Lee 
 
This compact, easy-to-read compilation looks at the way weather has changed the 
course of history.  Short chapters describe several familiar historical events (yes, multi-
ple Gee, It’s Cold in Russia chapters are in part devoted to Hitler and Napoleon), but 
several other chapters on lesser known historical turning points impacted by meteoro-
logical happenings make this an interesting, worthwhile read.  Lee’s ability to condense 
events into short meaningful explanations combined with her wit and sense of humor 
make the information readily understood, to-the-point, and entertaining. (Review by 
Jacque Miller) 

    A Word from...YOUR Library 

 

Many thanks to all the faculty and staff who contributed to 
this issue of Bookwatch.  There are many great choices for 

reading over your summer vacation.   
 

 Congratulations to  Nate Mealey this month’s winner of the 
Learned Owl gift certificate.  

Have a safe and restful summer and  
read lots of  good books! 
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Fiction Reviews: 
Presumption  by Julia Barrett 
 

I found this sequel to Pride and Prejudice a delightful read.  When the language 
seemed overly Victorian about halfway through the book, I found myself wondering, “Did 
they really talk like that to one another?”  Hmmm.  I made the decision to keep going 
and finished this little book with barely a stop. I enjoyed seeing how Elizabeth and Darcy 
were surviving marriage even though the main character is Darcy’s sister. If you like 
reading Austen, try this book.  It’s entertaining…and short.  (Review by Sue Donnelly)  
 
Hide  by Lisa Gardner 
 

Imagine that since the age of seven your family has constantly been on the run.  Moving 
from one city to the next and changing your name along with the location.  This is Anna-
belle Granger’s life for the last two decades, and she doesn’t even know why she is run-
ning.  Things are about to change. A newspaper story declares that the bodies of six chil-
dren have been found in a mass grave and one of them has been identified as Annabelle 
Granger.  Author Lisa Gardner writes a suspenseful tale that leads the reader and Anna-
belle on a journey to uncover long hidden family secrets. (Review by Holly Bunt) 
 
Susannah’s Garden by Debbie Macomber 
 
This author knows her craft well.   The characters are filled with realism and depth, and 
the situations are very believable.  Debbie Macomber strikes the right chord with readers 
who want to escape their everyday life with a fictional account, only to dive into the lives 
of the Nelson family.  At the center of this family is Susannah, who struggles to come to 
terms with a fractured relationship with a now-deceased father, an aging mother, a 
headstrong daughter who is making her own life choices, a safe, familiar husband and a 
long-ago lost love.  I enjoyed this book and recommend it as a great summer read!  
(Review by Tracy Schooner) 
 
Red Sea   by Diane Tullson 
 
Libby is 14 and on a year long sailing trip with her mother and stepfather.  She dislikes 
her stepfather and is mad at her mother for making her go on the trip leaving her friends 
and father.   Their boat is attacked by modern day pirates who kill Libby’s stepfather and 
leave her mother badly wounded.  Their boat is stripped of all equipment and sup-
plies.  Libby has to overcome her fear and anger to save herself and her mother and 
navigate them to safety.  (Review by Melissa Slager) 
 
.   

2 



 

 

3 

Fiction Reviews cont… 
 
Notes from the Underbelly by Risa Green 
 

My sister passed this title on to me at Christmas and I 
admit that I didn’t read it until I saw that it is soon to 
be a television show.  It struck a cord however as the 
heroine is a counselor in an independent high school in 
Bel Air.  Lara begins her summer vacation with the 
nearly impossible task of convincing the daughter of a 
famous film director that she wants to attend college 
AND improve her SAT scores.  Lara’s husband decides 
that he is ready for fatherhood.  Lara is unsure she is 
ready for motherhood.  As the summer progresses Lara 
finds herself totally immersed in her first pregnancy.  In 
this first novel the author uses a fresh sense of humor 
to carry the reader to the end.  I wonder how ABC in-
tends to handle the story as a weekly show.  
(Review by Jane Spencer) 
 
 

Death’s Witness by Paul Batista 
 

Written by a former defense lawyer, this novel is a well-
paced thriller full of plot twists and turns that keep you 
on the edge of your seat…  Former Heisman trophy 
winner and criminal lawyer, Tom Perini, is murdered as 
he jogs through Central Park.  Who would want to kill 
the squeaky-clean icon and why?  When there seems to 
be little interest in investigating the crime, Perini’s 
widow begins her own investigation, uncovering infor-
mation that puts her life at risk.  A book you will not 
want to put down…  (Review by Jacque Miller) 
 
Twilight by Stephenie Meyer 
 

This book was recommended to me by my teenage 
granddaughter, Katie, who usually enjoys reading 
Bronte and Austen.  I wouldn’t have read it for any 
other reason than to find out what intrigued her so 
about it.  Strangely captivating, I couldn’t put it down 
once I started.  I told another teenage granddaughter 

about her cousin’s choice, 
and she read Twilight 
also…twice.  This roman-
tic attraction between two 
very different people will 
magically pull you in. 
Vampires are not my 
thing, but this book was 
entertaining and amazing.  
(Review by Sue Donnelly) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Crimson Portrait by Jody Shields  
 

A country estate not far from London during World War 
I is the setting of this novel.  A young woman, Cath-
erine, is mourning the loss of her husband, but needs 
to follow his wishes of transforming her home into a 
military hospital.  This hospital is set up specifically for 
soldiers whose faces were wounded in battle.  While 
she struggles with her grief, Catherine meets a patient, 
whose face is so badly damaged he will need to wear a 
mask.  Their relationship progresses while he sits for a 
portrait as the first step in sculpting his mask.  This 
story was inspired by the obscure but surprising col-
laboration between artists and surgeons in the treat-
ment of facial injuries during the First World War.   
(Review by Melissa Slager) 
 
 
The Good German by Joseph Kanon 
 

This is a riveting novel set in Berlin at the end of WWII.  
Reporter Jake Geismar who lived in Berlin prior to the 
war returns to the war ravaged city to report on the 
Allied victory as well as find the married woman he left 
behind.  Part murder mystery, part love story, the novel 
shows us Allied Occupied Berlin—the destroyed, devas-
tated city filled with Displaced Persons trying to survive 
as the Occupation forces set up zones and military gov-
ernments to handle the human crisis as well as win 
their political agendas.  A well-written thriller to the 
very end, this novel does a nice job of bringing a host 
of moral and ethical issues into the spotlight.  
(Review by Jacque Miller) 



 

 

Carm Smith recommends: 
 
The Secret Life of Bees 
 by Sue Kidd Monk 
 

“Fourteen-year-old Lily Owens is haunted by the 
accidental death of her mother 10 years earlier, 
which left her in the care of her brutal, angry fa-
ther but also Rosaleen, a strong, proud black 
woman.”  (Booklist) 
 
The Mermaid Chair 
 by Sue Kidd Monk 
 

“Forty-three-year old Jessie Sullivan is pulled out 
of her staid life in Atlanta with her husband and 
daughter, back to her childhood home on Egret 
Island after her mother, Nelle, cuts off one of her 
own fingers.”  (Booklist) 
 

Lisabeth Robinson 
recommends: 
 

Eat, Pray, Love: One 
Woman's Search for 
Everything Across It-
aly, India and Indone-
sia  
by Elizabeth Gilbert 
 

“It is a journalist’s search 
for wisdom, pleasure, balance and spirituality as 
she attempts to heal herself from a painful di-
vorce and depression.  It speaks to the daily 
struggle we all endure to come to self-
realization.  Written with humor, grace and hon-
esty.” 
 
 Jill Evans and Patty Campbell 
 recommend: 
 

What is the What   by Dave Eggers 
 

 “It is a fantastic look at the life as a refugee/
immigrant into our country.  It also does a really 
good job of addressing the issues of the transition 
of a first generation immigrant to second and 
third generations.  It is also well written and 
reads smoothly.” 
 

Jeanne Kidera  
recommends: 
 

Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close  
by Jonathan Safran Foer 
 
“It has multiple narra-
tors, a post-modern 
structure, and anyone who loves his wife, Nicole 
Krauss's, book The History of Love will enjoy 
it.” 
 
 
Nate Mealy recommends: 
 
East of Eden   by John Steinbeck 
 

Steinbeck’s classic novel of good and evil as he 
traces three generations of two families between 
the Civil War and World War I. 
 

Christine Borrman recommends: 

Levi's Will   by Dale Cramer 
 
“It is an interesting story about an Amish boy who 
leaves the clan and joins the Army.  Much of the 
book is set in Ohio, and it offers an interesting 
perspective on the rituals and beliefs of the 
Amish.  I highly recommend this book!” 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Namiotka recommends: 
 
Nietzsche: A Philosophical Biography  
by Rüdiger Safranski 
 
“As its title suggests, it endeavors to achieve a 
balance between biography and secondary litera-
ture – and does an excellent job of it!  It is acces-
sible but not watered down, admiring but not ob-
sequious.  Anyone intending to explore the 
thought of this most misunderstood of philoso-
phers could certainly find a worse place to begin.” 
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FACULTY AND STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS  



 

 

 
Tom Moore recommends: 
 

Operation Yao Ming: The 
Chinese Sports Empire, 
American Big Business, 
and the Making of an NBA 
Superstar   by Brook Larmer 
 

“Larmer, former Newsweek 
bureau chief in Shanghai (and 
Buenos Aires, Miami, and Hong 
Kong), traces the development and emergence of Yao 
Ming as China's first bona fide NBA star…”  (Booklist) 

 
 

Stephanie White recommends: 
 

Darcy’s Story by Janet Aylmer 
 

“It’s Pride and Prejudice told from his point of 
view. Great read if you like Pride and Prejudice, 
not so much if you don’t!” 
 
Strange Candy by Laurell K. Hamilton 
 

“I am not usually a short story lover, but Strange 
Candy by Laurell K. Hamilton was an excellent collec-
tion and made me want to read more by her.” 
 

John Haile recommends: 
 
Will in the World  by Stephen Greenblatt 
 

“A fascinating study of how the culture of Elizabethan 
England influenced Shakespeare’s plays and a con-
vincing account of the life of Shakespeare built from 
the stuff of the historical record of the time. The li-
brary has the book on CD—perfect for that summer 
road trip.” 
 

Patty Campbell recommends:  

No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy 
 

“Texas welder Llewelyn Moss makes a dubious dis-
covery while out hunting antelope near the banks of 

the Rio Grande: a 
dead man, a stash of 
heroin, and more than 
$ 2  m i l l i o n  i n 
cash.”  (Booklist) 
 
 

 
 
Alan McDonough recommends: 
 

The Camel Club  by David Baldacci 
 

“The Camel Club is made up of four 
middle-aged men: Stone (in homage 
to the director Oliver Stone), Milton, 
Reuben, and Caleb, whose lives 
have led them to be suspicious of 
the government and politicians in 

general. The men believe a conspiracy is afoot, and 
this time, they're right on the money.”  (Booklist) 
 
 Hawke   by Ted Bell 
 

“In the same vein as James Bond and Clive Cussler's 
Dirk Pitt, Alexander Hawke is a daring, dashing, and 
devastatingly handsome billionaire adventurer who 
occasionally does "favors" for the American and Brit-
ish governments. Hawke agrees to help out an ex-
girlfriend (the U.S. secretary of state) and search for 
a missing experimental Russian stealth submarine 
armed with 40 nuclear missiles built at the end of the 
cold war.”  (Booklist) 
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For more great  
reading suggestions,  
check out the 2007  

Summer Reading 
 Booklet, 

 updated with new titles! 
 
 

The 2007 Summer Reading Booklet  
is available online at  

http://library.wra.net/library/ 
publications/reading.cfm) 


