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I
n just a short amount of time, Kelly Muffley’s
positive impact on Western Reserve Academy
athletics became obvious.
Muffley ’09 impressed everyone who saw

her play soccer, basketball and softball in just two
years at the school. Her athletic skills and talent
earned her a Gold Medal this spring, Reserve’s
most prestigious athletic award.

“It completely flattered me to receive the
Gold Medal,” Muffley said. “It’s by far the
greatest moment I had at Reserve. I never
thought I would be considered as good as Anne
Song ’09, Kelsey McCallops ’08 or Chris Cor-
bett ’09 (previous Gold Medal winners) at one
of my own sports.”

Muffley led the Pioneers softball team to a 10-
3 overall record and a 6-2 mark in the Private
School League this past season.

“Getting a Gold Medal when you have only
been at Reserve for two years is an even more im-
pressive accomplishment than being there for four
years,” softball coach Jim Bunting said. “It’s an
award that is based on athletics – that is the key.
You have to be viewed by the Reserve coaching
community as a prestigious athlete. You have to
have superior and sustained excellence in your par-
ticular sport.”

Muffley, a 5-foot-7 right-handed pitcher and
batter, was vital to the Pioneers’ success as she
was the only pitcher the team used all season. In
addition to her 10 wins, she finished with a 1.31
ERA, striking out 114 batters, and allowing only
15 earned runs and 37 hits. 

Muffley pitched no-hitters in consecutive
games in 2009. The first came in a 1-0 victory

over Andrews-Osborne and the second came in a
6-0 win against Our Lady of the Elms. Her two
no-hitters are a school record. 

“Kelly is a coach’s dream,” assistant coach
Aimee Zimmerman said. “She worked hard and
showed dedication every day, and she continually
strived to improve, always pushing herself to the
next level. She demonstrated outstanding leader-
ship qualities on and off the field, and the Reserve
softball program will have to make great strides
to fill the void that she’s leaving behind.”

A first-team All-PSL selection, Muffley hit
cleanup in the batting order and compiled a .300
batting average with six singles, five doubles, a
triple, eight runs scored and six RBIs. She also
committed zero errors defensively.

Muffley served as a tri-captain with
catcher Tucker Murray ’09 and third baseman
Sarah Wise ’09.

“This season was great to be a captain,”
Muffley said. “The younger girls were incredi-
bly fun – Jen Blanda ’11 will forever be my best
softball friend. The relationships I had between
the other two captains, Tucker and Sarah, grew
increasingly every game. This season was one I
will always remember.”

Muffley said she was thankful for the support
she received from the Reserve staff.

“The success I had was due completely to Re-
serve,” Muffley said. “Those who came into my
life – Mrs. (Katie) Bonomo, Ms. (Jill) Evans and
Ms. (Megan) Williams as dorm masters; Mr. (Ger-
ard) Manoli as my advisor; and Mr. (Jeffrey)

Softball star posts Gold Medal season

Kelly Muffley ’09 pitched two no-hitters on her way
to earning a Gold Medal in softball this season. Continues on Page 23
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Baseball

MVPs: Matthew Shaw ’09 
Ryan Foutty ’09 
Franklin Haverlack ’09  
Adam Wise ’09 

MIP: Nicolas Zuccarelli ’10 
Spirit: Nathan Barnett ’11 

Boys Lacrosse

MVP: Brayden Gerrie ’09 
MIP: TaShan Mitchell ’11 
Coaches/Spirit: Noel Aker ’09 

William Tanner ’10 

Girls Lacrosse

MVPs: Sara Wroblewski ’09 
Persy Sample ’10 
Clare Manoli ’09 

MIPs: Anne Forhan ’10 
Taryn Murray ’09 

Coaches Award: Megan Packer ’09 
Brynn Schmitt ’09 

Softball

MVP: Brooke Amoroso ’09 
MIP: Alexandra Eliopoulos ’12 
Coaches/Spirit: Elizabeth Sankey ’09 

Margaret Craig ’11 

Tennis 

MVP: Jaskaran Bains ’09 
MIP: Sebastien Edgar ’09 
Coaches/Spirit: Jonathan Deeter ’12 

Boys Track & Field

MVP: Joshua Sibley-Harris ’09 
MIP: Jonas Weirtz ’10 
Coaches/Spirit: Joseph Bolognese ’09  
Carl Basnett: Rene Silva ’09 

Girls Track & Field

MVP: Ceara O’Sullivan ’10 
MPA: Calli McKenna ’11 
Coaches/Spirit: Sarah Puffer ’10
Carl Basnett: Anne Song ’09

For more information, click on the
sport to be taken to the team’s 
website.

Spring Athletic Award Winners
Namiotka, Ms. (Sarah) Horgan, Mr. (Jeff) Cronheim as
teachers; Mr. (Joe) DiBiase, Mrs. Zimmerman, and Mr.
Bunting as coaches.

“Mrs. Zimmerman is easily the nicest coach I have ever
had in my life. Mr. DiBiase coached me in two different
sports (soccer and basketball) for the last two years and was
always there for me. Although I only spent one season with
Mr. Bunting, I have never felt more needed as a player. He
had complete confidence in me every game and made sure
I knew that. That helped a ton.”

Muffley, a Saltsburg, Pa., native, also credited her par-
ents (Debbie and Andy) and her sister (Katy) for being im-
portant people in her life.

“My father has been my coach since the day I was born
and probably will be all my life,” Muffley said. “He moti-
vated me from two hours away to get up early and go for a
run on light workout days or to make sure that I was lifting.

“My parents have always been there for me in
sports. My dad rebounds for me almost every day of the
summer and my mom tried as hard as possible to never
miss a game. My sister always helped to make me more
competitive, and tried between her own schedule to
come out to my games.”

Muffley said she plans to attend Thiel College in
Greenville, Pa., where she will play basketball and soft-
ball and major in either elementary or secondary educa-
tion. Her college selection puts her closer to home, making
it easier for family members to see her.

“My grandfather Tom, whom I refer to as Pap, is
easily my greatest fan,” Muffley said. “I wrote a speech
about him earlier in the year that I presented to the
school about him, his importance in my entire life and
especially in sports. He comes to almost all the games as
well, and brags about me constantly. I love that I will be
closer to home and hopefully he will still be able to
come to all my games.”

Continued from Page 22
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Baseball MVP

Matthew Shaw ’09

Baseball MVP

Adam Wise ’09

Boys Lacrosse MVP

Brayden Gerrie ’09

Baseball MVP

Ryan Foutty ’09

Baseball MVP

Frank Haverlack ’09

Girls Lacrosse MVP

Sara Wroblewski ’09
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Girls Lacrosse MVP

Persy Sample ’09

Tennis MVP

Jaskaran Bains ’09

Boys Track & Field MVP

Joshua Sibley-Harris ’09

Girls Lacrosse MVP

Clare Manoli ’09

Softball MVP

Brooke Amoroso ’09

Girls Track & Field MVP

Ceara O’Sullivan ’10

summer e-bulletin 09 v2:Layout 1  8/25/2009  4:06 PM  Page 26



26

“T
here is so much to be enthusiastic
about,” writer Robert Sullivan pro-
claimed during his visit to Western

Reserve Academy on April 15. Sullivan, a con-
tributing writer for Vogue, a frequent essayist
for The New Yorker and The New York Times
and the author of several books, addressed the
student body, visited English classes, lunched
with creative writing students and signed books
at a reception during the daylong event.

Students were struck by Sullivan’s encyclo-
pedic knowledge, his tendency for tangents and
his genuine interest in everything. Danica Liu
’10 described Sullivan as “an incredibly ener-
getic speaker” who “jumped from a discussion
of Thoreau’s Self Reliance to a recent interview
he had with Cameron Diaz.”

English teacher Dr. Dan Dyer, who coordi-
nated the event, said “His great trait – his amaz-
ing curiosity – takes him places.” Sullivan’s
writing explores wide-ranging topics from whale
hunting to rats, celebrities to the last horse ped-
dler in New York City. Dyer hoped students
would learn from Sullivan’s insatiable sense of
wonder “to not be afraid of what their curiosity
tells them is interesting, to follow that.”

Sullivan joined a long list of writers to have
visited Reserve, including poet Sharon Olds and
fiction writer Tobias Woolf. “He’s the only writer
of literary nonfiction that we’ve had,” Dyer
noted.  “Creative nonfiction is such an exploding
genre – I wanted to give students a taste of that.”

The Pioneer Women of Reserve sponsored
Sullivan’s visit.

In preparation for the visit, Dyer’s English
III students read portions of Sullivan’s latest

book The Thoreau You Don’t Know: What the
Prophet of Environmentalism Really Meant,
which dismantles the mythos surrounding
Henry David Thoreau, illuminating the real
man as more social critic than nature writer.   

“It was really an experience meeting Sulli-
van in person – his writing reflects the sort of
person he is,” said Emily Huang ’10. “At first,
his book was a bit confusing to me, but after
hearing him talk about it, it made a lot more
sense. I, and most of the class, realized that Sul-
livan talks the way he writes – hitting many
ideas at once, connecting two very different as-
pects of an idea and speaking at length.”

During his all-school presentation in the
Chapel, Sullivan described his start in newspa-
per writing. Assigned to cover a fire, he came
back with “all kinds of details – the story of the
guy down the street, a dog, (but) nothing about
the fire.” Moving to magazine writing allowed
Sullivan the freedom to digress and explore his
varied interests and his books have been an ex-
tension of that.

Jordan Lin ’10 said Sullivan’s diverse inter-
ests were reflected in how Sullivan answered
student questions. “He went into such great de-
tail that he would completely digress,” Lin said.
“This wasn’t necessarily a bad thing though; he
was very entertaining. He knows everything he
wants to say and is articulate about it.”

Sullivan’s previous books include The
Meadowlands: Wilderness Adventures on the
Edge of a City and Rats: Observations on the
History and Habitat of the City’s Most Unwanted
Inhabitants. Often categorized as a nature writer,
Sullivan resists that label. He called himself a

“skewed nature writer,” tending to write about
subjects not often considered part of nature. 

“It was a joke, an experiment to write a book
about rats,” he said, suggesting no one thinks of
rats as the poetic stuff of nature writing.

“It’s limiting to think of nature as beautiful
flowers,” Sullivan said. “There’s an idea that
some things are natural and therefore sacred
and everything else is not – that’s a false di-
vide,” Sullivan said. “Everything is natural.”

Sullivan impressed upon students the ne-
cessity to be curious in order to discover new
ideas and ways of thinking. “Go be an ex-
plorer,” Sullivan commanded. “Be an explorer
in your own world.”

Writer encourages students to explore the world
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